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SAMUEL FOOTE, Ec. 
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HE Lady's Travels into Spain is 
generally allowed to be the moſt 
authentic as well as pleaſing Book, which 
has hitherto been written upon the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of that nation. Ir will 
be no ſmall recommendation of it to the 
public, when it is known to be a work 
much approved by one of your ſound 
Judgment and quick diſcernment. 


Theſe entertaining Letters were for- 
merly dedicated to Sir RicnAR D STEEL3 


a name that will ever be dear to all lovers 


of polite literature. The motive to ſuch 
an addreſs was doubtleſs Sir Ricnarv's 
A 2 well 
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well known character of a very popular 
writer, and a very humane good-natured 
Man. | 


If the being diſtinguiſhed for excel- | 

lence of genius and benevolence of mind, 
de a ſufficient reaſon for troubling the 

owner of theſe happy endowments with a 
Dedication, 1 know no man who has a 
ſtronger claim to it than yourſelf. 


I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, 


Tur EDITOR, 


THE 


THE 
E D I T O 
1 
e 


HE Lady's Travels into Spain has 

been always eſteemed a very faithful 

as well as agreeable relation of the manners 
and cuſtoms of that country: nor has any 
author who has ſince written upon the ſame 
ſubje& rendered the letters of the Counteſs of 
Danois lefs valuable or entertaining. The 
manner in which ſhe has choſen to convey 
her ſentiments, is uncommonly pleaſing : ſhe 
delivers the ſtricteſt hiſtorical truths, in ſhort 
and ſprightly narratives, which partake ſome- 
thing of the air of novel or romance. This 
was partly owing to the Author's choice, and 
partly reſulting from the genius of the Spa- 
niards themſelves, who breathe the very ſpirit 
A 3 | of 
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of love and gallantry, and whoſe manner of 
living and converſing is different from the reſt 
of Europe. 

Other travellers into this country have 
juſtly lamented the want of ſufficient acquaint- 
ance with ſuch of the natives as were capable 
to give them information neceſſary to authen- 
ticate a hiſtory of the manners of a great peo- 
ple. In this reſpe& it muſt be confeſſed that 
the Counteſs of Danois boaſts ſuperior advan- 
tages; a woman of quality herſelf, ſhe was 
nearly allied to a Lady who had married a 
Grandee of Spain, and who introduced her 
to the firſt nobility of the kingdom. 

Her obſervations bear the genuine ſtamp 
of truth and candour: ſhe examines every 
thing with philoſophical exactneſs: ſhe is 
no dupe to her own prejudices, and is ever 
on her guard againſt the prepoſſeflions of 
others. By conſtant reflection upon what 
ſhe daily ſaw and heard, ſhe became per- 
ſectly well qualifel to deſcribe with ac- 
curacy the follizs and accompliſhments, the 
vices and virtues of a people amongſt whom 

ſhe reſided ſeveral years. 
It may be objected by ſome, that the man- 
ners of the 3 nation are now conſidera- 
bly 
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bly altered, and that the Kings of the 
Bourbon race have introduced a love for 
French laws, and French er and that 
an averſion to the old faſhions and cuſtoms of 
Caſtille and Arragon has followed of courſe. 

_ The learned and ingenious Mr. Baretti has 
indeed in his Travels through Spain drawn the 
character of a modern Spaniard not'much 
- unlike that of a Frenchman or an Italian 
He differs widely from all travellers who 
have ever written upon Spaniſh manners, for 
he ſeems to rejet that which has ever been 
the charaQteriſtic of the nation; a grave and 
ſolemn deportment; 

Mr. Clark who has written very anne 
letters upon the ſame ſubject, aſſerts the con- 
trary, and gives ſeveral inſtances of the preva- 


lence of national habit among the Spaniards, 
The Counteſs of Danois relates a ridiculous 


ſtory of a dying Spaniard bequeathing to his 


children his gravity by way of legacy: at the 


ſame time ſhe conſeſies that this ſolemn beha- 
viour is only. a thin veil to cover the higheſt 
reliſh for wit and humour, mirth and plea- 
ſantry ; for when that diſguiſe is thrown aſide, 
no people upon earth are ſo. n. 
Spaniards. q 

Mr. 
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Mr. Baretti, judicious as he is in many of 
his obſervations, forgets that he relates a wel] 
known ftory which furniſhes us with ſtrong 
and undoubted proof that Spain is far from 
having thrown off her national habits. In his 
third volume he informs us * that not above 
ſeven or eight years ſince, there was a great 
and alarming inſurrection in Madrid, occa- 
ftoned by an injudicious inforcing of French 
faſhions—The inhabitants of that city were 
obſtinately determined to wear the Spaniſh 
cloak and long OT in ſpite of a royal x 
to the contrary.” 

The King was obliged to yield to the uni- 
verſal cry of his people, and his favourite 
miniſter, the Marquis of Squillace was forced 
to ſave himſelf from popular fury by flight, ſo 
difkcult it is to eradicate what practice has 
long eſtabliſhed. 

It cannot be doubted but that by degrees 
the manners of any nation may receive ſome 
conſiderable change, but while old laws pre- 
ſerve their force, and old cuſtoms are not to- 
tally aboliſhed, the character of a people will 
remain much the ſame. 

Beſides, Spain, for obvious reaſons will in 
all probability retain her national peculiarities 

ſor 


PREFACE; is 


for a long time—A Spaniard from a conceited 
opinion of the ſuperiority of his own country 
to all others, ſeldom or never travels abroad: 
the bad roads and wretched inns throughout 
all the provinces of a large kingdom are ſuf- 
ficient to keep foreigners from viſiting, it, 
Theſe and many other - inconveniences have 
abſolutely excluded Spain from the general 
route of Europe. And it is not improbable 
that the manners of this romantic people in a 
century to come, will not be found very diffe- 
rent from the faithful picture given of them by 
the Counteſs of Danois above * — 
280. 

This edition of the Lady's Travels. has 
been carefully reviſed ; many obſolete terms 
have been thrown out, and others more fa- 
miliar adopted, the idiom in many places was 
faulty and almoſt entirely French : this error 
has been amended, and the language is now 
rendered more accurate as well as more mo- 
dern. The Spaniſh words too, are, it is 
hoped, generally reſtored to their right ortho- 
 graphy. 

As a farther ad this work, I 
have borrowed ſome uſeful matter from Mr. 
Baretti's Travels into Spain. 


The 
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The manner of living of his preſent Ca- 
tholic Majefty, which is very curious ; an ac- 
count of the Spaniſh miniſters, and other 
great officers of the court of Spain ; a hu- 
morous and lively deſcription of the celebrated 
dance called the Fandango ; a ſketch of a new 
amphitheatre, plan'd and erected by Count 
D' Aranda for maſquerades in carnival time; 
together with inſtructions how to travel in 
Spain, and an accurate computation of the 
roads in that country, are all written by 
Mr. Baretti. 
have reſtored a ſhort preface of the Au- 
thor, which gives us at once a ſtrong proof 
of her modeſty and ſtrict regard to truth, and 
which, I know not for what reafons, has been 
omitted in the laſt nine editions of the book. 
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T is not ſufficient to write things true, but 
they muſt likewiſe ſeem probable, to gain 


belief, This has ſometime ſo prevailed with 


me, as to make me think of retrenching from 


my relation the ftrange ſtories you will find 


therein, But I have been withheld from doing 
this, by perſons of the greateſt ſenſe and merit, 


and this too has made me conclude that 1 


cannot do amiſs in following their judgments, 


I do not doubt but there will be ſome, who 
will accuſe me of hyperbolizing, and com- 
poſing 1 but ſuch would do well to 
acquaint themſelves firſt with the country, 
humour, and character of thoſe whom I treat. 
A fact muſt. not be preſently condemned as 
falſe, becauſe it is not publicly known, or 
may not hit every man's fancy. I cite no 
feigned names, no perſons whoſe death may 


give 
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xii Tus AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


give me the liberty of attributing what I pleaſe 
to them. 


In a word: I write nothing but what I 


| have feen, or heard from perſons of unqueſ- 


tionable credit ; and therefore ſhall conclude 
with aſſuring you, that you have here no 
novel, or ſtory, deviſed at pleaſure : but an 
exact and moſt true account of what I met 
with in my trayels. ; 
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to let you know all my adventures and 
whatſoever I have obſerved during my 
travels, you muſt therefore be contented, my 
dear couſin, to bear with a great many trifling 
occurrences, before you can meet with. what 
will pleaſe you: I know your fancy is ſo nice 
and delicate, that none but extraordinary ac- 
_ cidents can entertain you; and I wiſh I had 
no others to relate: but recounting things 
faithfully, as' they have * you muſk 
be contented therewith. 

Vol. I. B I — 
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I gave you an account in my laſt, of what 
I met with as far as Bayonne: you know this 
is a town in France, frontier to Spain, waſhed 
by the rivers Dadour and Nivelle, which join 
together; and the ſea comes up to them. The 
port and trade are conſiderable: I came from 
Dax by water, and obſerved that the boat- 
men of Adour have the ſame cuſtom as thoſe 
of Carrone; which is to ſay, that in paſſing 
by one another, they (ct up a hollowing ; and 
they had rather loſe their wages than to for- 
bear theſe ſhoutings, although exceeding vex- 
atious to thoſe who are not uſed to them. 
There are two caſtles ſtrong enough to defend 
the town, and there are about i it ſeveral * 
ſant walks. 

At my arrival there, I intreated the baron 
de Caſtlenau, who had accompanied me from 
Dax, to bring me acquainted with ſome wo- 
men, wich whom I might ſpend my time 
with leſs impatience, till the litters came, 
which were to be ſent to me from St. Sebaſ- 
He readily complied with my requeſt : ſor 
being a perſon of quality and worth, he is 
much eſteemed at Bayonne. He failed-not the 
Next morning to * ſeveral ladies to viſit 
me, 6 
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© Theſe women begin here to feel the ſeoreh- 
ing heats of the ſun; their complexion. is 
dark, their eyes ſparkling ; they are charming' 
enough, their wits are ſharp : and I could give 
you a farther account of their capacities, could 
I have better underſtood what they faid : not 
but that they could all ſpeak French, yet with 
ſuch a different dialect, as dip 1 _— 
yy" ; 
Some who came to ſee me; brought wits 
fucking pigs under their arms, as we do little 
dogs: its true they were very fpruce, and ſe- 
veral of them had collars of ribbons, of vari- 
ous colors: however, this cuſtom looks very 
odd, and I cannot but think that ſeveral among 
themſelves are diſguſted at it: when: they 
danced, they muſt ſet them down, and let theſe 
grunting animals run about the chamber, 
where they made a very pleaſant harmony, 
| Theſe ladies danced at my intreaty, the baron 
of Caſtlenau having ſent for pipes and tabors. 
© The gentlemen who attended the ladies, 
took each of them her whom he had brought 
with him, and the dance began in a round, 
all holding hands : they had afterwards long 
canes brought them, and then each ſpark tax - 
ing hold of the lady's handkerchief, which ſe- 
parated them from one another, moved very 
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gracefully at the ſound of this martial ſort of 


muſic, which inſpired them with ſuch heat 
that they ſeemed not to be able to moderate it. 
This ſeemed to me to reſemble the Pyrrie dance 
ſo much celebrated by the ancients ; for theſe 
gentlemen and ladies made fo many turns; 
friſks and capers, their canes being thrown up 
into the air, and dexterouſly caught again, that 


it is impoſſible to deſcribe their art and agility : 


and I had a great deal of pleaſure in ſeeing 
them ; but I thought it laſted roo long, and 
I began to grow weary of this ill- ordered ball: 


when the baron de Caſtleneau, who perceived 


it, cauſed ſeveral baſkets of dried fruit to be 
brought in. The Jews who paſt for Portu- 
gueſe, and dwell at Bayonne, traniport them 
from Genoa, and furniſh all the country with 
them. We wanted not for lemonade, and 
other refreſhing waters, of which theſe ladies 
drank heartily; and ſo the entertainment 
ended. 
4 was carried the next morning to ſee the 
ſynagogue of the. Jews, in the ſuburb of the 
Holy Spirit, but met with nothing remarka- 
ble there. Monſieur, de St. Pe, the king's 
lieutenant, who came to ſee me, though much 
troubled with the gout, invited me to dine at 
bis houſe, where I was moſt deliciouſly enter- 
tained 3 
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tained; for this is a country abounding with 
good cheer, and at cheap rates, I found here 
women of quality, that were very handſome, 
whom he had invited to bear me company. 


The fight of the caſtle, which faces the ri- 


ver, is very Herpes and has always a good 
garriſon in it. 3IROR © 

At my return to my lodging, I was ſur- 
priſed to find ſeveral pieces of linen, which 


were brought to me from the ladies who came 


to ſee me, with baſkets full of dried ſweet- 
meats. This treatment ſeemed to me very 
obliging, to a lady whom they had not known 
above four or five days. But I muſt not for- 
get to tell you, there is not any finer linen in 
the world than that which is made in this 
country, ſome of which is open like net- 
work, and the threads of it finer than hair 
And I remember, that travelling through the 
villages of Bourdeaux, which may be rather 
called deſerts, the poor peaſants living ſo 
wretchedly ;- yet I found among them as neat 
napkins as thoſe uſed. un n. " . N 
litpy-at:Pavis, 2:40 + 

I failed not to ſend theſe ladies ſuch little 


_ preſents which 1 thought might pleaſe them: 


I perceived they were great admirers of ribs 
bons, and wore a great many on their heady 
e B 3 and 
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and ears, which made me ſend them a great 
many; to which I added ſeveral fans : and 
they, by way of return, preſented me with 
gloves, and thread ſtockings, moſt delicately 
knit, 

_ 1a ſending them to me, they deſired me to 
g0 to the next chapel, which was not far 
from my quartets; where they intended to re- 
gale me with the beſt muſic the town would 
afford: but though they have very good 
voices, yet there is no great pleaſure in hear · 
ing them, becauſe they want both air-and 
n 
I be litters which 1 expected dn bene 
being come, I prepared for my departure; 
but I never met any thing dearer than theſe 
ſort of equipages; for each litter has a maſ- 


ter that accompanies it, who keeps the gra- 


vity of a Roman ſenator, being mounted on 

= mule, and his man on another, with which 
they releaſe ſometimes thoſe that carry the 
litter. I had two, I took the greateſt for my - 
ſelf and my child, and had beſides four mules 
for my ſervants, and two others for-my bag- 
gage; to conduct them, there were other two 
maſters and two men. You ſee what charge 


one is at, to go to Madrid, ſeeing you muſt 


pay not only for their attendance on you for- 
E wards, 
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Vwards, but the ſame price for their return 
back : however, we muſt ſubmit to their cuſ- 
toms, and ſuffer ourſclves to be m by 
them. 
_ I found at Bayonne ſeveral T arks and 
Moors, and I think a worſe fort of people, 
and theſe are Cuſtoni-houſe men: I had cauſed 
my trunks to be weighed at Paris, that I might 
have the leſs to do with theſe ſort of people; 
but they were more ſubtle, or to ſpeak better: 
more obſtinate than I; fo that I was forced 
to give them whatſoever they demanded. 
Scarcely was I got clear from them, when the 
drums, trumpets, pipes, and violins of the 
town, came thundering upon me; they fol- 
lowed me farther than St. Anthony's pate, 
through which you paſs for Spain through 
Biſcay : they played each of them in their 
way, and altogether without any harmony, 
which was enough to drive any'one out of 
their ſenſes : J ordered ſome money to be 
given them, upon which they left perſecuting 
me. As ſoon as we had left Bayonne, we” 
entered into a large barren heath, where we 
ſaw nothing but cheſnut-trees ; but we aſter- 
_ wards paſt along by the ſea, whoſe fand makes 
a N way, and a pleaſaut proſpect. : 
1 B 4 We 
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We arrived in good time at St. John de 
Luz: nothing can be pleaſanter than this bo- 


rough, which is the greateſt in France, and 


the beſt built; there are ſeveral ſmaller cities : 
its port lies between two mountains, which 
nature ſeems to have expreſsly placed to de- 
fend it from ſtorms; the river Nivelle diſ- 
gorges itſelf therein; the ſea comes up very 
high in it, and the greateſt barks come up 
commodiouſly to the key. The ſeamen here 
are very ſkilful at catching whales and other 
large fiſh. We were here very well enter- 
tained, ſo that our tables were covered with 
all ſorts of wild fowl, but our beds were not 
anſwerable, being ſtuck with feathers whoſe 
pinions ran into our ſides, and we wanted 
quilts to lay on the top of them : I thought 
when we were to pay, that I ſhould have a 
large reckoning, but they only demanded of 
me half a louis d'or, for what would have 
coſt more than five piſtoles at Paris. The 
ſituation of St. John de Luz is extremely 


agreeable, 
In the moſt ſpacious part of the town you 
ſce here a very fine church, built after the 
modern faſhion ; and here is a paſſage over 
the river Nivelle, on a wooden bridge of great 
length, 
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length. Here are toll - gatherers, who make 
you pay for every thing you carry with you, 
not excepting your cloaths : this tax is de- 
manded at their pleaſure; and it is exceſſive 
on ſtrangers. I was weary with ſpeaking 
French to them, and proteſting I was no Spa- 
niard; they feigning not to underſtand me, 
and ſneering in my face, and wrapping up 
their heads in their hooded gowns, they ſeemed 


to me to be thieves, diſguiſed in capuchins: 


in ſhort, they taxed me eighteen crowns, and 
would perſuade me they uſed me well, though 
I found the contrary.- But I have already told 


you, dear couſin, that when you travel this 


country, you muſt ſtock. ebe won pa- 
tienen; and good ſtore of money. 42 
Tot 7 Cav the caſtle of Artois, which" W a 
m; place; and a little farther Orognes, 
where the Biſcayan is ſpoken, without either 
French or Spaniſn. I deſigned to lye at Irun, 
which is but three leagues diſtant from St. 
John de Luz, and I had ſet out that afternoon, 
but the diſpute which we had with the watch 
on the bridge, the difficulty we had in paſſing 
the mountains of Beotia, and the ill weather, 
joined to other little difficulties which happen- 


ed, were the cauſe that it was night before we 


arrived on the borders of the river Bidaſſoa, 
201 B 5 which 
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which ſeparate France from Spain. I obſerved. 
along 'the way from Bayonne thither, little 
carriages, on which they tranſport every thing, 
which having two iron wheels, and the noiſe 
they make is ſo great, that they are heard a 
mile off, when there are many of them toge- 
ther, which often happ n; for you may meet 
with ſixty or ſeventy at a time; they are dran 
by oxen. I have ſeen the fame in the vil- 
lages of Bourdeaux, ae, on the ſide 
of Dax. 

The river of Bidaſſoa is uſually very dal, 
but the faow's melting had increaſed it to ſuch 
a degree, that we had no ſmall trouble to paſs 
it, ſome in a boat, and others ſwimming on 
their mules : the moon ſhined very bright, by 
means of which I was ſhewed on the tight 
hand the iſle of Conference, where the mar- 
riage of our king was made with Maria The- 
reſe, infanta of Spain. I faw a while after 
the fort of Fontarabia, which belongs to the 
king of Spain, ſtanding on the mouth of this 
ſmall river : the flux and reflux of the fea ar- 
rives here. Our kings heretofore pretended 
it belonged to them: there have been ſuch 
great conteſts hereupon, eſpecially by the in- 
habitants of Fontarabia, and thoſe of Andaye, 


that they have en times come to blows. 
on This 


FROM SPAIN, IT 
This obliged Lewis XII. and Ferdinand to 
agree, that it ſhould be common to both na- 
tions: the French and the Spaniards take toll 
_ equally ; theſe laſt making thoſe pay who paſs 
into Spain, and the former doing the like in 
relation to thoſe who paſs over to France. 
War does not hinder commerce on this fron- 
tier: it is true they cannot ſubſiſt without it, 
ſeeing they muſt periſh through want, did 
they not aſſiſt one another.. 

This country called Biſcay, is full of bigh 
mountains, where are ſeveral iron mines: 
the Biſcayans climb up the rocks as eaſily, and 
with as great ſwiftneſs as ſtags ; their lan- 
guage (if one may call ſuch jargon language) 
is very poor, ſeeing one word ſignifies abun- 
dance of things: there are none but thoſe 
born in the country that can underſtand it; 
and I am told, that to the end it may be more 
particularly theirs, they make no uſe of it in 
writing ; they oblige their children to read and 
write French and Spaniſh, according to which 
_ king's ſubjects they belong. It is certain, as 
ſoon as ] paſſed the little river of Bidaſſoa, I was 
not underſtood, unleſs I ſpake Caſtilian : and 
not above a quarter of an hour before, I 
ſhould not have been . * not 
Con: det in Re 4 
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J found on the other fide of this river a 
banker of St. Sebaſtian, to whom I was re- 
commended : he tarried for me, with two of 
his relations; they were cloathed after the 
French manner, but ridiculouſly, their juſtau 
corps being ſhort and large, and their ſleeves 
hanging down very ſhort; thoſe of their 
ſhirts were ſo large, that they hung down be- 
low their juſtau corps: they had bands with- 
out collars, and perriwigs, one of which had 
enough hair for four, and ſo frizzled, as made 
them look as if they were frighted, worſe 
dreſſed people you cannot meet with. "Thoſe 
who wear their own hair, wear it very long 
and cloſe, parting it on the crown, and paſs 
part of it behind their ears : but what kind 
of ears think you? thoſe of Midas were not 
larger; and I believe, that to lengthen them, 
they are ſtretched when they be young; with- 
out queſtion they find ſome kind of beauty 
herein. 

My three Spaniardsmade me, in bad French, 
moſt tedious and dull compliments. We paſt 
through the borough of Fran, which is about 
a quarter of a league from the river, and came 
afterwards to Irun, weich is diſtant about 
another quarter of a league; this little town 
is the firſt of Spain which you meet with, 
bare: 4 | leaving 
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leaving France: it is ill built, the ſtreets are 
unequal, and there is nothing one can ſpeak 
of: We entered into the inn through the ſta- 
ble, where are the ſtairs on which you muſt 
aſcend to your chamber; this is the country's 
faſhion, 1 found this -houſe very light, by a 
great many caridles, which were as ſmall as | 
pack-thread; there were at leaſt forty in my 
chamber, fixed on little bits of wood; in the 
midſt of them ſtood a pan of coals burning, 
made of olive rind, to take away the ſcent of 
the candles. 

I had a great ſupper, which my gallants, 
the Spaniards had cauſed to be made ready for 
me; but all was ſo full of garlic,” faffron and 
ſpice, that I could eat nothing: and I had 
made very bad cheer, had not my cook made 
me a little ragou of what he could fin. 

Determining to go but to St. Sebaſtian the 
next morning, which is but ſeven or eight 
| leagues, I thought to dine before I ſet out: J 


wWu,as ſitting at table, when one of my women 


brought me my watch to wind it up, as it was 
my cuſtom at noon ; it was a ſtriking watch, of 
Tompion's make, and coſt me fifty louis dor's: 
My banker, who was by me, ſhewed ſome 
deſire to ſee it; I gave it him, with a'cuſto- 
mary civility, This was enough; my blade 

riſes, 
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riſes, makes me a profound reverence, telling 
me, He did not deſerve ſo conſiderable a 

preſent, but ſuch a lady as I could make no 
other: That he would engage his faith and 
reputation, that he would never part with my 
watch as long as he lived; and that he found 
| bimſelf extremely obliged to me.” He kiſſed 
it at the end of this pleaſant complement, and 
thruſt it into his pocket, which was deeper 
than a ſack. You will take me to be a very 
great fot, in ſaying nothing of all this, and 1 
do not wonder at it; but I confeſs ingenuouſly, 
] was fo ſurprized at his proceeding, that the 
watch was out of ſight before I could reſolve 
on what I was todo. My women, and the 
reſt of my ſerrants which were about me, 
ſtared on me, and I on them, bluſhing with 
ſhame and vexation to be thus caught: How- 
ever, I recolleted myſelf, and conſidered, that 
this man was to pay me a good round ſum of 
money for the charge of my journey, and to 
return money to Bourdeaux, where I bad 
taken it up; that having bills of credit on 
him, he might uſe ſeveral tricks to me, and 
pat-offs, which might make me ſpend twice 
the value of | the watch: In fine, I let him go 


with it, and endeavoured to do myſelf honour 
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from a thing which gave me rea wortifca- 
tion. 

I have learnt, ſince this little Mn 
that it is the cuſtom in Spain, when any thing 


is preſented to one, if he likes it, and kiſſes 


your hand, he may take it wich him. This 
is a very pleaſant fathion, and being ſufficient- 
ly acquainted with it, it will os 1 28 fault if 4 
am trapt again. 

I left this inn, W they bes me ge- 
ciently; for this is a grievous dear country, 
and every one ſtrives to be rich at his neigh- 
bour's coſt. A while after we had left the 
town, we entered on the Pyrenean mountains, 


which are ſo high and ſteep, that looking 


down you ſee not without horror, the preci- 
pices which environ them: we went thus as 
far as Rentery. Don Antonio (which was 
my banker's name) went before me, and for 
my more commodious paſſage,” he obliged me 
to quit my litter; for: although we had tra- 
verſt ſeveral mountains, yet there remained 


more difficult to paſs: He made me to enter 


into a little boat, which he had prepared to go 
down the river of Andaye, till we were neut 
the mouth of the ſea, where we ſaw the king 
of Spain's galleons; there were three very fine 


and large ones. Out little boats were ſet 


forth 
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forth with gilt ſtreamers; they were managed 


by girls, who were very luſty and handſome; 
there are three in each, two that row, and one 
who holds the rudder.- 51 

'Theſe wenches are very cul Dat 466 


cheſnut complexion, - have very good teeth, 


hair black, which they tie up with ribbons, in 
knots, and fo let it bang behind them: They 
wear a kind of vcil on their heads, made of 
muſlin, embroidered with flowers of gold and 
ſilk, which hangs: looſe, and covers their 
breaſts: they wear pendants in their ears of 
gold and pearls, and bracelets of coral; they 
have a kind of juſtau corps, like our gypſies, 
whoſe ſleeves are very ſtrait: I can aſſure you 
they charmed me. I was told, theſe wenches 
ſwim like fiſhes, and ſuffer neither women nor 
men among them. This is a kind of a re- 
public, to which they repair from all parts, and 
where their parents ſend them very young. 

| When they are willing to marry, they go 
to maſs at Fontarabia, which is the ncareſt 
town to them, and there the young men come 
to chooſe them wives to their humour. - He 
that will engage bimſelf in Hymen's bonds, 
goes to his miſtreſs's parents, declares to them 
his intentions, regulates every thing with 
ae And this; being done, natice of it as 


101 given 
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given to the maid: If ſhe likes the party, ſhe 
retires to their houſe, where the a are 
celebrated. N Arie f MTs i; 

I never ſaw a more pay air than that -on 
their countenances ; they have little habita- 
tions along the water-ſide, and there are old 
maidens, to whom the younger pay reſpect, as 
to their mothers. They related theſe parti- 
culars to us in their language, and we hear- 
kened to them with great delight, when the 
devil, who never ſleeps, 3 us n a 
vexatious adventure. 


My cook, who is a 8 and exaAty of 


the humor of thoſe of that country, was in 
one of our boats behind us, at ſome diftance; 


very near a young Biſcaneer, who appeared to 


him very handſome ; he contented not himſelf 


with telling her as much, but would have 


rudely turned up her veil. She not being 
uſed to this ſort of plain dealing, without any 
words broke his head with her oar: Having 
done this exploit, fear ſeizing” on her, the. 
threw herſelf immediately into the water, 
though the ſeaſon was very cold, and ſwam: 
with great ſwiftneſs; but having all her cloaths 
on, and it being far to the ſhore, her ſtrength 
began to fail her. Several of theſe wenches 
who ſaw this at land, leapt immediately into 
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their boats to her aſſiſtance, when thoſe who 
had remained in the boat with the cook, fear- 
ing the loſs of their companion, fell on him 
like two ſuries, reſolving by all means to 
crown him, and had like two or three times 
to have overturned their little veſſel, which we 
beholding from ours, had much a-do to part 
and appeaſe them. 

-- I aflure you, the fooliſh Gaſcon was fo 
cruelly handled, that he was all over blood ; 
and my banker told me, that theſe young 
Biſcaneers provoked, are worſe than lions. 
In fine, we came to land, but were ſcarcely 
on ſhore, but we faw this wench which was 
ſaved out of the water, making up towards us, 
with near fifty others, each with an oar on 
their ſhoulder, marching in battle-ray, with 
ffe and drum; when ſhe who was to be the 
mouth of the company, advanced, and calling 
me ſeveral times Andria, which is to ſay, 
Madam, (fo that's all I could retain of her 
ſpeech) gave me to underſtand, 4 That they 
would have my cook's ſkin, if ſatisſaction were 
not made proportionably to the damage done 
their companion's cloaths,” At the ending 
of which words, the ſhe-drummers fell loudly 
beating their drums, and the reſt of their 
Amazons ſet up. an hollowing, leaping and. 

290 dancing, 
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dancing, and ſencing with a dars in a 
moſt aſtoniſhing manner, 

Don Antonio, to make 2 
preſeat he had wrung from me, (I cannot but 
often mention it lying on my heart as it docs} 
undertook to make peace: He found that my 


cook, who thought himſelf ſufficiently beateny 
had reaſon to give nothing; and therefore he 


forth louder hollows than before, and wiſhed 
me a, good, journey, and ſpeedy. return, each 
of them dancing mn at the ſound of 
their: pipes and tabors.. 
We entered into a. very ee 
aſcending a long and very narrow path, on the 
fide of which thete are precipices 3 ſo that I was 
greatly afraid leſt the mules which carried my 
litter ſhould ſtumble: We afterwards paſt 
over a large ſandy field. I tarried ſome time 
in the convent of St. Francis, which ſtands 
near the river of Andaye ; We paſt, over it on 


a very long wooden bridge; and though we 
were near St. Sebaſtian, yet we could not then 


perceive it, becauſe a mountain of ſand hid the 
town : It's ſituated on the foot of a mountain, 
which ſerves on one ſide as a rampart againſt 


the ſea, and the veſſels come to the foot of this 


Fa J mountain, 
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mountain, to ſhelter them from the ſtorms : 
for here ariſe extraordinary tempeſts, that the 


ſhips at anchor pe:iſh in the port: it is deep, 


and defended by two moles, which leave only 
as much room as is requiſite: for one veſſel 
paſſing at a time. They have raiſed here a 
great four ſquare tower, where there is ever a 
good garriſon to defend the place, in caſe of 
aſſault: it was a fine day for the ſeaſon: 1 
found the town very pleaſant, being ſurrounded 
with a double wall: there are mounted ſeveral 
pieces of carinon on that part towards the ſea, 
with baſtions and half moons : the town is 
ſituated in a province of Spain, called Gui- 
puſcoa : the out- parts are exceeding pleaſant, 
by reaſon that the ſea, as I now ſaid, ſerves 
for a channel to it : the ſtreets of this town 
are long and large, paved with great white 
ſtones, which are always clean: the- houſes 
are well enough; and the churches decent, in 
which the altars are of wood, on which are 
hung little pictures, from top to bottom. 
Mines of iron and ſteel abound in this country, 
finer and purer perhaps than in any other parts 
of Europe; and this is the greateſt part of 
their trade. Here the wool which comes from 
Caſtille, is embarked, which makes a conſider- 


able is. cos of their traffic,” Bilbo and St. Se- 
biaſtian 
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baſtian are two of, the moſt conſiderable» ports 
which the king of Spain has on the ocean: 
The caſtle ſtands very high, and may make 
an indifferent defence; here are mounted ſeve- 
ral fine pieces of cannon, and there are a great 
many along the ramparts; but the garriſon is 


ſo weak, that the women might conquer chem 
with their diſtaffs. "Or 10 
Every thing is as dear in this town as in 
Paris, yet they fare well here: Fiſh is excel! 
lent, and I was told fruit was the ſame. I 
lay in the beſt inn, and when I had been there 
ſome time, Don Fardinand de Toledo, ſent 
his gentleman to enquire, whether his viſit 
would not be troubleſome to me. My banker, 
who knew him, and who was then in my 
chamber, told me, he was a Spaniard of great 
quality, nephew. to the duke D'Alva; that 
he came from Flanders, and was poing to 
Madrid. | 
I received him with that civility which was 
due to his birth, and ſoon thereunto adjoined 
particular reſpects to his own merit: He is a 
gentleman of good preſence, has wit and po- 
liteneſs, is complaiſant and agreeable; he 
ſpeaks as good French as 1 do; but. under» 
_— cs and being deſirous to {peak 
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it better, we therefore diſcourſed only i in | that 
Janguage. | 


I was very well ſatisfied with his carriage, 


he told me he came poſt hither from Bruffels, 


and if I pleaſed, he would increaſe my train, 
and be one of my company. I thought he 
jeſted, and anſwered him accordingly ; but he 
added, The ways were ſo full of ſnow, that 
indeed they could not ride poſt; that he could 
make more ſpeed on horſes than in litters, but 
the honor of accompanying me, made abun- 
dant recompence for that.” Tn a word, I ſay 
he was a civil perſon, and eame no way ſhort 
of the gallantry natural to the Spaniſh cava · 


liers : I therefore confidered how advantageous 
it might prove to have a man of his quality, 


_ country, who could make himſelf be heard 
and obeyed by the muleteers, who have 1 iron 

fouls and no conſciences. 
I told him, I was very glad I met with bim, 


and the fatigue of the road would be leſſened 


by his company. He immediately thereupon 
ordered his gentleman to find a litter for him: 
It being late, he took his leave of me, and I 
betook myſelf to eat a good ſupper; for, my 
dear” Cn Tam none of YOu romantic 
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Scarcely did I begin to fleep, when I heard 
ſome body ſpeak French ſo near me, that F 
thought at firſt it was in my chamber; but 
having hearkned with more attention, I found 
it was a chamber ſeparated from mine by only 
ſome thin boards, and thoſe ill joined: I drew . 
my curtain, and ſaw light through the crevices, 
and at the ſame time 'two young women, the 
cldeſt of which appeared not to be above ſe- 
venteea or eighteen ; neither of them were of 
thoſe beauties without defect, yet were they ſo 
pretty, ſpake ſo ſweetly, and had ſuch great 
ſweetneſs in their countenances, that I was 
much taken with them, | 

The youngeſt, who ſeemed to continue the 


converſation, ſaid to the other, Ne, my 
dear ſiſter, there is no remedy to our misſor- 


tunes; we muſt die, or let them aeg of 
the clutches of this villainous dotard.T '« f 
am reſolute for any thing, replied the other, 
in uttering a deep figh, ſhould it coſt me my 
life: What remains? Have we not ſacrificed 


all for them?” Then conſidering a While 
their misfortunes, they mutually © embraced; 


and began to weep in a moſt piteous manner: 
And having conſulted a while, and ſpoken fome 
other words, the greateſt part of which were 
PM by 0 they concluded on 

writing, 
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writing, which they did; and here is moſt of 
what I heard them read to one another: 
Judge not of my love and grief by my 
words, I have none that can expreſs either the 
one or the other; but remember you ruin me, 
unleſs you betake yourſelf to the greateſt ex- 
tremities againſt him that perſecutes us. He 
has now ſent me word, That if we delay our 
departure, he will have us ſeized, Conſider 
what he deſerves from this baſe uſage of us; 
and remember you owe me all, ſeeing you owe 
me my heart,” | 

I think the other billet was in theſe terms, 

„Could I ſecure thee thy happineſs, in 
loſing mine, I love thee ſufficiently to offer 
thee ſuch a ſacrifice: Yes, I would fly from 
thee, cpuldſt thou be happy without me; but 
I know thy heart too well to believe this, Yet 
thou remaineſt as quiet in thy priſon, as if I 
were with thee: Break thy chains without 
more delay; puniſh the enemy of our loves. 
My heart ſhall be thy recompence.” 

Having made up theſe billets, they went out 
together; and I profeſs, I was not a little un- 
eaſy. for them, and no leſs curious to know 
theſe poor ladies misfortunes, This hindred 
me from ſleeping, and I was expecting their 
return, when immediately there was a great 

| uproar 
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uproar in the houſe: I ſaw an old man enter 
the chamber, attended by a great many ſer- 
vants: he held one of theſe young women by 
the hair of the head, which he had wound 
about his arm, and drew her after him, as a 
wretched ſacrifice, Her ſiſter was not treated 
with leſs cruelty by thoſe who led her: Per- 
fidious wretches, ſaid he to them, not content 


with the irreparable injury you do my ne- 
phews, you would perſuade them to be my 
executioners? Had I not ſurprized you with 


theſe ſeducing letters, what might have hap- ' 
pened ? What dreadful tragedies might I not 
have expected ? But you ſhall pay: once for 
all : as ſoon as ever the day appears I will 
have you puniſhed as you deſerve.” * Ah, 
fir, ſaid ſhe whom he held, remember we are 
women of quality, and that our alliance can be 
no diſhonour to you; that your nephews have 
given us their faith, and we have given them 
ours; that in ſo tender an age we have left all 
for their ſakes ; that we are ſtrangers, and have, 
no friends here: What will become of us? 


We dare not return to our relations: if you 


are for conſtraining us to this, or for putting 

us to priſon, let us intreat you rather preſently | 

to diſpatch us out of the world.” 
Vor. I, " The 
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The tears which they ſhed in ſuch abun- | 
dance, wrought in me the greateſt compaſ- | 
fion: and had the old man been as tender as | 
myſelf, he would ſoon have freed them from | 
their trouble. — | 

My women, who had heard ſuch a great | 
diſturbance, and ſo near my chamber, aroſe 
in the fear of ſome miſhap towards me: I 
made ſigns to them to draw near ſoftly, and 
to behold through the boards this ſorrowful 
ſpectacle: we hearkened to what they ſaid, 
when two men, with their ſwords in their L 
hands, entered into- my chamber, the door 4 
of which my women had left open: they had 1 
deſpair painted on their faces, and rage in 5 
their eyes: I was ſo greatly frightened, that 
I cannot expreſs it to you. They looked on 
one another without ſpeaking a word ; and 
having heard the old man's voice, they ran 
on that ſide, 

I did not doubt but it was the two lovers ; 
and it was they indeed, who entered like 
lions into this chamber: they ſtruck theſe 
ſervants with ſo great terror, that neither of 
them dared approach his maſter, to defend 
him, when his nephews advanced towards 


him, and ſet their ſwords to his throat: 
_« Barbarian, 
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<< Barbarian, ſaid they to him, can you thus 
uſe women of quality, that are to be our 
wives! Becauſe you are our guardian, muſt 
you therefore be our tyrant ? And is not the 
ſeparating of us from what we love, «he taking 
our lives from us ? It is now in our power to 
take a juſt vengeance of you ; but we cannot 
do it to a man of your age, who cannot de- 
fend himſelf : give us then your word, and 
ſwear by all that is good and holy, that in 
acknowledgment for the life we give you, you 
will contribute to our happineſs, and ſuffer us 
to perform what we have promiſed.” 

The poor old wretch was ſo affrighted, 
that he could hardly make any anſwer : how- 
ever, he ſwore more than they would have 
him; he fell on his knees, and kiſſed an hun- 
dred times his thumb laid acroſs one of his 
fingers, after the manner of Spain. Vet he 
told them, whatever he had done, was only 
in regard to their intereſts ; however, he 
would not on any account, for the future, op- 
poſe their inclinations, in reference to this 
marriage, 'Two of the domeſtics took him 
under the arm, and rather. carried him away 
than led him. Then the gentlemen ſeeing 
* free, threw themſelves in their 
r miſtreſſes 
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miſtreſſes arms; they ſaid to one another, fr 
whatever grief, love, and joy do uſually in- * 
ſpire on ſuch occaſions. But, in truth, one . 
muſt have a heart as affected and content as 
theirs, to repeat all theſe things : they are 
only proper to perſons more tender than you 
are, my dear couſin. But I hope you will 
excuſe this relation; I was ſo tired, in having 
not yet flept, that I could ſcarce hear any 
more, but confuſedly : and to hear no more, 
I got farther into bed, and threw the quilt 
over my head. 

The next morning Don Fernando de To- 
ledo, ſent me ſome choice wines, with great 
quantity of oranges and ſweetmeats, As ſoon 
as he thought it a proper time to viſit me, he 
came : having thanked him for his preſent, I 
aſked him, whether he had heard any thing of 
what had paſſed in the night ? he told me * 
he had not, for he had lain in another part of | | 

1 the houſe. I was about relating to him what ö 
[| I knew, when our hoſteſs entered into the 
1 chamber: ſhe came from the two gentlemen 

| who had given me that diſturbance, with 

their ſwords in their hands, intreating me 
! | to receive their excuſes. She likewiſe told 
me, that two young ladies deſired they might 1 
wait 
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wait on me, and kiſs my hand. I anſwered 
theſe. civilities as I ought, and they ſoon en- 
tered. 

What charming effects doth the return of 
joy produce ? I found theſe gentlemen very 
well ſhaped, and. theſe ladies very lovely; 
neither one nor the other had any more on 
their countenances the characters of deſpair ; 
an air of gaiety diſplayed itſelf in all their 


words and geſtures, The eldeſt of the two 


brethren made the moſt handſome excuſe that 
was poſſible, for his miſtake in entering my 
chamber: he added, . He had well obſerved 
the fear he had cauſed me ; but told me, that 
in that moment he was ſo tranſported, that 
he was capable of no other thought but the 
reſcuing his. miſtreſs.” „ You would have 
been to blame, ſaid I to him, ſhould you haye 
thought of any thing elſe : however, if it be 
true, that you are willing to make me fatisfac- 


tion for the alarm you have given me, you 
muſt not refuſe the gratifying. my curioſity : 
with theſe fair ladies leave, inform me what 
has reduc. d all of you to thoſe extremities you 


were in, '” He looked on them, as if it were 
to aſk their approbation, which they willingly 
granted, and he thus began: © We are two 
brothers, madam, natives of Burgos, and of 

"C3 one 


30 r 
one of the beſt families of this city. We 
were very young when we fell into the hands 
of an uncle, who took care of our education 
and eſtates, which are ſo conſiderable, that 
we need not envy others on that account; 
Don Diego, is our uncle's name, he had 
made long fince a firm friendſhip with a gen- 
tleman living near Blaye, whoſe merit is far 
above his fortune; he is called Monfieur de 
Meſſignac: our uncle reſolving to ſend us 
for ſome time into France, he wrote here- 
upon to his friend, who offered him his houſe, 
which he joyfully accepted. He made us ſet 
out, and it is a year ſince we were received 
there with great civility; Madam de Meſſignac 
treated us as her own children ; ſhe has ſeveral, 
but of her four daughters, thoſe you ſee are 
the moſt amiable. It would have been very 
difficult to have ſeen them every day, to 
dwell with them, and yet not to have loved 

them. | 
« My brother at firſt concealed from me 
his growing paſſion, and I hid mine from him ; 
we were both of us very melancholy ; the 
trouble of loving, without being loved again, 
and the fear of diſpleaſing thoſe who cauſed 
our paſſion, all this cruelly tormented us; but 
a new vexation did greatly increaſe our diſ- 
, 
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quiet, which was a reſtleſs jealouſy we had 
one of another : my brother plainly ſaw I was 
in love, and thought it was with his miſtreſs ; 
I looked on him likewiſe as my rival; and 
we bore ſuch hatred to one another, as might 
have tranſported us to the greateſt extremi- 
ties, but that I reſolutely determined one day 
to diſcover my ſentiments to Mademoiſelle de 
Meſſignac; but wanting courage to ſpeak to 
her myſelf, I wrote ſome verſes in a little 
book touching my paſſion for her, and dex- 
terouſly flid it into her pocket, without her 
| perceiving me. My brother who had always 

an eye on me obſerved it, and playing with 
her, he took out the verſes, and found them 
to contain a reſpectful and paſſionate declara- 
tion of love to her: he kept them till night, 
when being withrawn into my chamber,-with 
the greateſt inquietude, he came to me, and 
tenderly embracing me, he told me, he was 
heartily glad at the notice he had of my be- 
ing in love with Mademoiſelle de Meſfig- 

J remained as one thunderſtruck ; I ſaw 
my papers in his hands; I imagined ſhe had 
made them a facrifice to him, and that he 
came to inſult on my misfortune. He ſaw in 

my eyes and countenance part of what I 
| C 4 thought : 


ern 


thought: undeceive yourſelf, continued he, 


The gave them not to me; I have taken 
them without her ſeeing them: I will be 
ſerviceable to you for the obtaining her; be 


you the ſame to me in relation to her elder 


ſiſter, I then embraced him, and promiſed 


him all he deſired. Thus we mutually ren- 
dered good offices to one another; and our 


miſtreſſes, who were not then acquainted 
with the power of love, began to accuſtum 
themſelves to hear us talk of it. | 
It would be to abuſe your patience, to 
tell you, madam, how we came at length by 
our cares and aſſiduities to win their hearts. 
What happy moments ! what ſweet hours! 
to ſee without ceaſing what one loves, and to 
be beloved ! to be together in the fields, where 
an innocent and country life lec's one taſte, 
without diſturbance, the pleaſures of a grow. 
ing paſſion ; this is a felicity which cannot be 


expreſt, 


Winter being come, Madam de Meſhg- 
nac was at Bourdeaux, where ſhe had a houſe; 
we accompanied her thither ; but this houſe 
was not great enough to lodge us, with all 
our family; we took one near her's. 

« Though this ſeparation was only the 
nights, yet we had lively reſentments of it; 
We 
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| we were not now every moment with them; 
q # our viſits were accompanied with a certain 
A air of ceremony, which diſturbed us. But 

our alarms were much increaſed when we ſaw 

two rich handſome ſparks addrefs' themſelves 
to Mademoiſelles de Meſſignac, and earneſtly 
court them, and that with the approbation of 
4 their parents. Good God, how we looked! 
1 their proceedings went on at a great rate, and 
our dear miſtreſſes, who ſhared in our forrow, - 
mingled every day their tears with ours. In 
fine, having thoroughly tormented ourſelves, 
by deviſing a thouſand fruitleſs ways, I re- 
ſolved to addreſs, myſelf to Monſieur de Meſ- 
fignac : I ſpake to him, and told him what 
my paſſion inſpired me, to perſuade him to 
_ defer theſe marriages. He. anſwered, he 'ac- 
cepted, with the greateſt acknowledgments, 
the offers my brother and I made him; but 
being not of age, what we ſhould do at pre- 
ſent might be afterwards cancelled: that his 
honour was dear to bim, though his eſtate 
was ſmall ; however, he ſhould always eſteem 
himſelf happy, in living without reproach : 
that my uncle, who had entruſted us to him, 
: might juſtly accuſe him of ſeducing us; and 
Þ that in ſhort, we muſt no more think of theſe: 
| matters.. | . WHY 


I with» 
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« 1 withdrew in the greateſt affliction, 
which I ſhared with my brother ; and this 
was a dreadful trouble among us. Monſieur 
de Meflignac, to compleat our misfortunes, 
ſent an account to my uncle, of what had 
paſt, and earneſtly intreated him to lay his 
commands on us to be gone. He did ſo; and 
Neeing no remedy to our misfortunes, my 
brother and I went to Mademoiſelles de Meſ- 
fignac, and threw ourſelves at their feet; we 
told them what might perſuade hearts already 
prepoſſeſſed: we gave them our faith and 
promiſes, ſigned with our blood : in ſhort, 
Jove made an end of varquiſhing them ; 
they conſented to go with us. We took 
ſuch meaſures, that our paſſage was happy 
enough till our arrival here; and it is not two 
days ſince entering this houſe, the firſt perſon 
offering himſelf was Don Diego; he was im- 
patient of our return, and to ſatisfy himſelf 
be came in queſt of us. How did we look at 
this ſight ! he cauſed us to be apprehended 
as criminals ; and forgetting that Mademoi- 
ſelles de Meſſignac, were the daughters of 
| his beſt friends, and perſons of quality, he 
[| loaded them with injuries, and overwhelmed 
them with threatenings, after he had learnt 
| from one of my ſervants, that we had reſolved 
| to 
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to paſs incognito as far as Madrid, to ſome 
re'ations we had there, to tarry in this place 
for a full liberty of declaring our marriage. 
He locked us up in a chamber next to his; 
and we were there, when theſe ladies came by 
moon-light, coughing underour windows. We 
heard them and ran to them - they ſhewed us 
their letters ; and we were deviſing the means 
of our deliverance, when my uncle, having no- 
tice of what paſſed, ſilently came upon us with 
all his ſervants, and before our faces miſuſed 
theſe amiable creatures. In the exceſs of our 
deſpair our ſtrength, without doubt, increaſed. 
We broke open the doors, which were faſt 
 ſhuton us, and we ran to ſuccour them, when 
imprudently, madam, we came into your 
chamber.“ 

The gentleman here ſtopped, and I found 
he had related his little hiſtory with great in- 
genuity. I thanked him for it, and offered 
theſe ladies my endeavours, and thoſe of my 
friends, to appeaſe their family : which offers 
they accepted, and teſtied their acknow- 
ledgments. 

Some ladies of the town, 2a came to o ſee 
me, would ſtop me; they propoſed to me 


to go to the nuns, whoſe convent is ſo 


_ pleaſantly ſituated, that the proſpect has no 
bounds 2 
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bounds : you may ſee from thence, at one 
time, the ſea, fhips, towns, woods, and 
fields. They ſpeak much in praiſe of the 
voices, beauty, and good-humour of theſe | 
nuns. Add to this, that the ill weather 
was ſo increaſed, and the Tnow fallen in fo 
great abundance, that no one adviſed me to 
proceed on my journey, I was in ſuſpence 
awhile, but the impatience I had to be at 
Madrid, prevailed over all theſe conſidera- 
tions, and I parted the next morning. | 
have received of my banker the money 1 
want, | | 

But I muſt not forget to tell you, that the 
inhabitants of this town have a particular 
privilege, and of which they are not a little 
proud; which is, that when they treat of any 
affairs with the king of Spain, and that it is 
directly with him, he is obliged to ſpeak with 
them bare headed. I could not get the rea- 
fon from them for this. 

I am told I muſt furniſh myſelf with good 
ſtore of proviſion, to prevent ſtarving in ſome 
places through which we muſt paſs; and 
gammons of bacon, dried tongues, being 


much eſteemed in this country, I have there- 


fore taken vp a good quantity ; and as to the 
reft, we have ſufficiently provided, Now 
this 
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this being poſt-day, I would not omit this 
occaſion of informing you of what has 
happened to me; and teſtifying that I am, 


From St. Sebaſtian, | 
Feb. 20. | PP FLO Yours. 


LETTER H. 


Re-aſſume, dear couſin, without any com- 

pliments, the ſequel] of my travels: in 
leaving St. Sebaſtian, we entered into a very 
rough way, which brings you to ſuch ter- 
rible ſteep mountains, that you cannot aſcend 
them without climbing ; they are called Sierra. 
de St. Adrian. They ſhew only precipices 
and rocks, on which a puling lover may 
meet with certain death, if he has a mind 
to it. Pine trees of an extraordinary height 
crown the top of theſe mountains. As far as 
the ſight will reach, you ſee nothing but de- 
farts, cut with ſtreams clearer” than cryftal. 
Near the higheſt part of mount St. Adrian, 
you meet with an elevated rock, which ſeems 
to have been placed in the midſt of the way 
6 e 6 


38 EFT IXS 
to block up the paſſage, and thus ſeparate Biſ- 
cay from the Old Caſtille. 
A tedious and painful labour has pierced 
this maſs of ſtone in the ſhape of a vault; you 
may walk forty or fifty paces under it, with- 
out fight of day, but what comes by the over- 
tures at each entry, which are ſhut by great 
doors : you find under this vault an inn, which 
zs left in the winter, by reaſon of the ſnows : 
you ſee here likewiſe a little chapel of St. 
Adrian, and ſeveral caverns, where thieves 
commonly retreat ; ſo that it is dangerous 
paſſing here without being in a condition of 
defence, When we had traverſed the rock, 
we ſtill aſcendcd a little to arrive at the top 
of the mountain, which is held to be the 
higheſt of the Pyraneans ; it is wholly co- 
vered with great afh-trees. There was never 
a finer place for ſolitude; the ſprings run 
here as in the vallies: the ſight is only bound- 
ed by the weakneſs of the eyes; ſhades and 
filence here reign, and theechos anſweronevery 
fide. We began afterwards to deſcend down 
faſter than we climbed up; we ſaw in ſome 
parts little barren plains; many ſandy places, 
and very often mountains covered with great 
rocks. It is not- without reaſon, that in 


palin ſo near, you fear, leſt ſome of them 
ſhould 


| herds cottages, and ſome few hovels, and at 
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ſhould get looſe, which would certainly over- 
whelm one; for you ſee ſome which are fallen 
from the top, and hang in their paſſage on 
other clefts z and theſe finding nothing in the 
way, would give a ſorry diverſion to a travel - 
ler. I made all theſe reflections at my eaſe ; 
for I was alone in my litter, with my child, 
who did not at all diſturb my thoughts. A 
river called Urrola, big enough, but which 
was increaſed by the torrents, and melted 
ſnow ſlides along the way, and breaks forth 
into particular ſtreams in ſome places, which 
fall with a great impetuoſity and noiſe, and 
make a very pleaſant ſound and ſight... 

We meet not here with thoſe fine caſtles to 
be ſeen on the banks of the Loire, which 
make trayellers call” it the country of fairies. 
Here are on theſe mountains only ſome ſhep- 


ſuch a diſtance, that you muſt go a great way 
before you can find them ; yet all theſe natu- 
ral objects, though very melancholy ones, 
have ſomething that is very taking in- them. 
The ſnows were ſo bigh, that we had always 
twenty men to make way for us with ſhovels. 
You will perhaps imagine this coſt me very 
much; but here are ſuch good eſtabliſhed or- 
ders, and thoſe ſo well obſerved, that the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of a village are obliged to meet 
travellers, and be their guides to the next; 
and no one being bound to give them: any 
thing, the leaſt liberality therefore ſatisfies 
them. To this firſt care there is added ano- 
ther, which is that of ringing the bells, with- 
out ceaſing, to give notice to travellers where 
they may retreat in ſtormy weather. They 
told me, there had not fallen this forty years 
ſo much ſnow as we had met with, there 
having been no froſt for a'great while in this 


province. 

Our troop was fo great, that we might 
count ourſelves no ways inferior to thoſe cara- 
vans which go to Mecca; for without reck- 
oning my train, and that of Don Fernand de 
Toledo, there joined with us near St. Sebaſ- 
tian, three knights, with their attendants, 
who returned from their commanderſhips of 
St. James; there were two of this order, and 
one of that of Alcantara: the firſt wear red 
eroſſes, in form of an embroidered ſword, on 
their ſhoulders; and he of Alcantara has a 
green one. One of the two firſt is of Anda- 


louſia, the other of Galicia, and the third of 


Catalonia; they are of good families; he of 
Andaloufia calls himſelf Don Eſteve de Car- 
vajal, he of Galicia, Don Sancho Sanniento, 

and. 
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and the other of Catalonia, Don Frederic de 
Cardonne z they are perſons of good mien, 
and well acquainted with the world, I re- 
ceived all poſſible civilities from them, having 
much of the French humour in them. 'They 
have travelled over the greateſt part of Europe, 
and this has rendered them - ſo polite. We 
went to lie at Galeretta; this is a borough a 
little diſtant from mount Adrian, ſituated in 
the little province of Spain (I juſt mentioned) 
named Alava, which makes a part of Biſcay, 
we had but bad entertainment there. It is 
eleven leagues from thence to St. Sebaſtian. 
We had a better way from Galaretta to 
Victoria than we had before: the country 
here yields much corn and grapes, and the 
villages lie very thick together: we found 
here cuſtom- houſe men, who made us pay t-3th 
for the cloaths and money we carried with us: 
they were not very exacting with us, be- 
cauſe our company was too large to be im- 
poſed on. Don Fernand de Toledo had in- 
formed me over night, that we were to travel 
near the caſtle of Quebare, which was ſaid to 
be haunted with a ſpirit, telling me a thouſand 
extravagant ſtories, which were readily ſwal- 
lowed by the inhabitants of the country, and 


which were ſo effeQtually believed by them, 
that 
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that no one would live there. I had a great 


deſire to fee this place; for although I am natu- 
rally as fearful as another, yet I am not afraid 
of ghoſts; and if I were, our company was 
ſo numerous, as would animate the greateſt 
coward : we ſtruck off a little to the left, and 
came to the borough of Quebare; the maſ- 
ter of the inn where we entered, had the 
keys of the caſtle; he told us, in going along 
with us, that the duende, which is to ſay 
the ſpirit, could not endure company ; yet if 
we were a thouſand together, he would, if he 
were minded, beat us all in ſuch a manner, 


| as to leave us for dead. I began to tremble ; 


Don Fernand de Toledo, and Don Frederic 
de Cardonne, who gave me their hands, per- 
ceiving my fear, burſt out into a laughter : I 
grew aſhamed, and pretended to gain courage z 


and ſo we entered the caſtle, which might 


have paſt for a fine one, had it been kept in 
order: it had no furniture, except an old ta- 
peſtry hanging in a great hall, which repre- 
ſented the amours of Don Pedro, the Cruel, 
and Donna Maria de Padilla : ſhe is repre- 
ſented fitting like a queen in the midſt of 
other ladies, and the king placing on her head 
a-crown of flowers. In another part ſhe ſat 
under the ſhade of a wood, the king ſhewing 

her 
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her a bawk on his fiſt: and again, in ano- 
ther, ſhe appears in a warrior's dreſs, and 
the king in armour preſents her with a ſword ; 
which makes me believe that ſhe had been in 
ſome warlike expedition with him. She was 
very ill repreſented ; Don Fernand told me he 
had ſeen her effigies elſewhere, by which ſhe 
appeared to be the moſt beautiful and moſt cruel 
woman of her time ; and that the figures in 
this tapeſtry reſembled neither her nor the 
king : his name, cypher, and arms were every 
where on it. We went up into a tower, on 
the top of which was a dungeon, and it was 
there where the ſpirit inhabited ; but without 
doubt he was abroad, for we neither ſaw nor 
| heard him, or any of his companions ; and 
having ſeen ſufficiently this great building 
we left it to purſue our journey. In approach» 
ing Victoria, we paſt over a moſt delightful 
plain, at the end of which ſtands a town ſitu- 
ated in this province of Spain, I lately men- 
tioned, called Alava; this is the capital town 
of it, as well as the firſt of Caſtile: it is 
incloſed with two walls, one of which is Old, 
and the other New; beſides this, it has no 
other fortifications. After I had refreſhed my- 
ſelf awhile here, it was propoſed to me to go 
to a play; but in tarrying till it NO. 
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had no ſmall diverſion, in ſeeing come into 


the moſt ſpacious place of the town, four com- 
panies of young men, preceded by drums and 
trumpets : they marched ſeveral times round, 
and in fine, immediately began- the fight with 
ſnow-balls, which they threw on one another 
with ſuch fierceneſs, that they were all very 
well pelted in the end: they were above two 
hundred who fought this battle. To tell you 
of thoſe who fell, or recovered their feet 
again, and the ſhouts and-'acclamations of 
the people, will be needleſs ; and I was 
obliged to leave them thus engaged, to go to 


the place where. the play was to ve _— 


ſented. | | 
When I entered into a room, is FR | 
ſet forth an hollowing, mira, mira which is 
to fay, look, look ! the decorations of the 
theatre were not over magnificent; it was 


raiſed on barrels, and ill-ranged planks; the 


windows of the room were open, for they 
uſed no candles or flambeaux ; whence you 


may eaſily imagine this much takes away from 


the beauty of the fight, They acted the life 
of St. Anthony; and when the players ſaid 
any thing which pleaſed the company, all the 
people cried out, victoria, victoria] I was in- 
1 this was the cuſtom of the county. 

1 abſerved 
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I obſerved the devil was no otherwiſe clad 
than the reſt, having only a pair of ſtockings 
of a flame-colour, and a pair of horns to diſ- 
tinguiſh him. This comedy conſiſted only of 
three acts, and they are all no more: at the 
end of each ſerious act, another began of farce 
and pleaſantry, wherein appeared him they 
called El Gracioſo, which is to ſay, the buf- 
foon, who, among much inſipid ſtuff, ſays 
ſometimes ſomething that is leſs nauſeous : 
The interludes were mixed with dances, to 
the ſound of the harps and guitars : The ac- 


tors had caſtagnets, and a little hat on their 


heads, without which they never dance, and 
then it is a ſaraband ; they ſeem not to walk, 
they trip along ſo lightly. Their manner is 
wholly different from ours: they move too 
much their arms, and often paſs their hands 


on their hats and face, and that with no ill 


grace; they play admirably well on 2 caſ- 
tagnets. 

As to the reſt, dear couſin, I would not 
have you think theſe actors, for being in a little 
city, do much differ from thoſe of Madrid. 
I was told, that thoſe of the king are little 
better; but, in a word,” both a& what they 
call Las Comedias Famoſas, which is to ſay, 
the fineſt and moſt famous comedies, which in 

truth 
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truth are very ridiculous : For example, when 
St. Anthony ſaid his Confiteor, which he did 


often enough, all the ſpectators fell down on 
their knees, and gave themſelves ſuch rude 
Mea Culpa's, as was enough to beat the 
breath out of their bodies. 

Here would be a proper place to ſpeak of 
their habits, but you had better excuſe me till 


I come to Madrid, leſt I tire you with repeti- 
tions: Yet I muſt tell you, that all the ladies 


I ſa in this company, had a prodigious quan- 


tity of red, which begins juſt under the eye, 


and paſſes from the chin to the ears and 


ſhoulders, and to their very hands; ſo that I 


never ſaw any radiſhes of a finer colour. 

The lady governeſs of the town drew near 
to me; ſhe juſt touched my cloaths, and haſ- 
tily drew back her hand, as if ſhe had burned 
her fingers. I bid her in Spaniſh not to be 
afraid : She at length familiarized herſelf, and 
told me, It was not through fear of any 


thing elſe but of diſpleaſing me: that it was 
no new thing to her to ſee French ladies: and 
that if ſhe might, ſhe would gladly drefs herſelf 
after their faſhion.” She ordered chocolate 
to be brought her, with which ſhe preſented 
me; which is far better here than in France. 


The 
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The play being ended, I took my leave of her, 
having thanked her for her civilities. 

The next morning, as I entered the church 
to hear maſs, I eſpied an hermit, who had the 
air of a perſon of quality, and yet begged an 
alms of me, with ſuch great humility, that I 
was greatly ſurprized at it: Don Fernand 
having notice of it, drew near, and ſaid to me, 
„The perſon whom you behold, madam, is 
of an illuſtrious family, and of great merit, 
but his fortune very unhappy.” _ 

& You raiſe in me, ſaid I to him, a great 
curioſity to know more; and therefore I muſt 
beg your favour to ſatisfy it.” + You may 
command any thing of me, replied he, madam, 
but I am not ſo thoroughly informed of his 
adventures, to undertake the relating them to 
you; and I believe it were better I engage 
him into a recital of them himſelf.” He left 
me, and went immediately to embrace him, 
with the greateſt civilities and tenderneſs : 
Don Frederic de Cardonne, and Don Efteve 
de Carvajal, had already accoſted him, as their 
old acquaintance; and when Don Fernand 
had joined them, they all earneſtly intreated 
him to come with them when maſs was over. 
He as earneſtly excuſed himſelf ; but being 
told, I was a ſtranger, and much importuned 
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that I might learn from himſelf, what had 
obliged him to turn hermit; he at length 
conſented, on condition I would permit him 
to bring one of his friends, who was perfectly 
ſkilled in what related to him: * Do us juſ- 
tice, continued he, and judge whether it is fit 
for me to relate ſuch particularities in this ha- 
bit I wear.” They found he had reaſon, and 
prayed him to bring his friend, which he did 
awhile after I was at my lodgings. He pre- 
ſented a very fine cavalier to me ; and taking 
leave of us very civilly, he told him, „He 
ſhould be obliged to him, if he would ſatisfy 
the curioſity which Don Fernand de Toledo 
had given me, of knowing the ſpring of his 
misfortunes.” This gentleman took his ſeat 
by me, and began in theſe terms : | 
I think myſelf very happy, madam, that 
my friend has choſen me to ſatisfy the deſire 
you have of knowing his adventures; but I 
fear I ſhall not acquit myſelf ſo well as I 
would: The perſon whoſe hiſtory you would 
learn, has been one of the fineſt gentlemen in 
the world ; it would be hard to make a judg- 
ment of him now; he is buried, as it were, 
in his hermit's habit, He was an exceeding 
graceful perſon, well ſhap-d, of an excellent 
mien, and noble air: And in fine, had all the 
accompliſhments, 
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accompliſhments, both natural and acquired, 
of a perſon of quality, being liberal, witty and 
brave. He was born at Cagliari, capital of 
the iſle of Sardagne, one of the moſt illuſtrious 
and richeſt families of all that count. 
He was brought up with one of his couſin- 
germans ; and the ſympathy. which was found 
in their bumors and inclinations, was ſo 
great, that they were more ſtrictly united by 
friendſhip than blood: they hid no ſecret from 
each other. And when the Marquis Barbaran 
was married (which was his couſin's name) 
their friendſhip continued in the ſame force. 
«© He married one of the fineſt women in the 
world, and the moſt accompliſhed ; ſhe was 
then not above fourteen : She was heireſs to a 
very noble eſtate. and family. The Marquis 
every day diſcovered new charms in the wit 
and perſon of his wife, which likewiſe in» 
creaſed every day his paſſion. He ſpeaks 
without ceaſing, of his happineſs, to Don 
Lewis de Barbaran ; which is the name, ma- 
dam, of my friend; and when any affairg 
obliged the Marquis to leave her, he conjured 
him to ſtay with the Marchioneſs, thereby to 
leſſen the trouble of his abſence. But, alas! 
how hard is it when one is at an age uncapable 
of ſerious refleions, to ſee continually ſo ſait 
Vox. I. D a woman, 
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« woman, ſo young and amiable, and to fee 
her with indifference | Don Lewis was already 
deſperately in love with the Marchione(s, and 
thought then it was only for her huſband's 
ſake : Whilſt he was in this miftake, ſhe fell 
dangerouſly ſick ; at which he grew ſo dread- 
ful melancholy, that he then knew but too 
late, this was cauſed by a paſſion which would 
prove the greateſt misfortune of his whole 
life. Finding himſelf then in this condition, 
and having not ſtrength to reſiſt it, he reſolved 
to uſe the utmoſt extremity, and to fly and 
avoid a place where he was in danger of dying 
with love, or breaking through the bonds of 
friendſhip. The moſt cruel death would have 
ſeemed gentler than the execution of this de- 
ſign: When the Marchioneſs grew better, 
he went to her to bid her adieu, and ſee her 
no more. 

He found her buſied in choofing, among 
ſeveral ſtones of great value, thoſe which were 
the fineſt, which ſhe intended to have ſet in a 
ring, Don Lewis was ſcarce entered the 
chamber, but ſhe defired him, with that air of 
familiarity uſual among relations, to go and 
fetch her other ſtones which ſhe moreover had 
in her cabinet. He ran thither, and by an 
unexpected good hap, found among what he 
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looked for, the enamelled picture of the Mar- 


chioneſs, ſmall, ſet with diamonds, and in- 
circled with a lock of her hair; it was fo like, 


that he had not the power to withſtand the 


deſire he had of ſtealing it: I am going to 
leave her, ſaid he, I ſhall ſee her no more; I 
ſacrifice all my quiet to her huſband : Alas! 
is not this enough? And may I not without 
a crime, ſearch in my pain a conſolation ſo 
innocent as this?” He kiſſed ſeveral times this 
picture ; he put it under his arm, he carefully 
bid it, and returning towards her with theſe 
ſtones, he trembling told her the reſolution he 
had taken of travelling. She appeared much 
amazed at it, and changed her colour. He 
looked on her at this moment; he had the 
pleaſure of perceiving it; and their eyes being 
of intelligence, ſpake more than their words: 
« Alas! What can oblige you, Don Lewis, 
ſaid ſhe to him, to leave us? Your couſin 
loves you fo tenderly; I eſteem you; we are 
never pleaſed without you; he cannot live 
from you: Have you not already travelled ? 
You have, without doubt, ſome other reaſon 
for your departure, but at leaft do not hide it 
from me,” Don Lewis, pierced through with 
ſorrow, could not forbear uttering a deepfigh, 
and taking one of the delicate hands of the 


D232. charming 


Ah, madam, what do you aſk me ? ſaid he to 


_- 8 r . 
charming perſon, on which he fixed his lips, 


her, What can I ſay to you? And indeed, 
what can I ſay to you in the condition I am 
in?” The violence he uſed to conceal his ſen- 
timents, occaſioned ſo great a weakneſs, 
that he fell half dead at her feet. She re- 
mained troubled and confuſed at this fight : 
| She obliged him to fit down by her; ſhe dared 
not lift up her eyes to look on him ; but ſhe 
let him ſee tears, which ſhe could not forbear 
ſhedding, nor reſolve to conceal from him. 

„ Scarcely were they come to themſelves, 
when the Marquis entered into the chamber. 
He came to embrace Don Lewis with all the 
teſtimonies of a perfect friendſhip, and he was 
in the greateſt trouble, when he underſtood he 
was ſetting out for Naples. He omitted no ar- 
guments to perſuade him from it, preſſed his 
ſtay with the greateſt earneſtneſs, but all in vain. 
He there immediately took his leave of the 
Marchioneſs, and ſaw her no more. The 
Marquis went out with him ; he left him not 
till the moment of his departure. This was 
an augmentation of Don Lewis's ſorrow ; he 
would have willingly remained alone to have. 
an entire liberty of afflicting himſelf, 
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«© The Marchioneſs was ſenſibly afſlicted at 
this ſeparation: She had perceived he loved 
her, before he had known thus much himſelf; 
and ſhe had found in him ſuch ſingular merit, 
that for her part too ſhe had loved him with- 
out knowing it; but ſhe found this to her coſt 
after his departure: Recovering but lately 
from a dangerous ſickneſs, of which ſhe was 
not perfectly cured, this unhappy accident 
made her fall into a languiſhing indiſpoſition, 
as ſoon rendered her quite another body; her 
duty, her reaſon, her virtue equally perſecuted 
her: She was greatly ſenſible of her huſband's 
regard to her, and ſhe could not ſuffer but 
with great ſorrow, that another ſhould take 
up her thoughts, and have ſo great a place in 
her affections. She dared not any more men- 
tion the name of Don Lewis; ſhe never made 
any enquiries after him; ſhe made it an indiſ- 
penſable duty to forget him : This violence 
which ſhe uſed on herſelf, was like a continual 
martyrdom ; ſhe made one of her women, in 
whom ſhe moſt confided, the repoſitory of this 
ſecret: * Am I not very unhappy ? ſaid ſhe, I 
muſt wiſh never again to ſee a man, towards 
whom it is impoſſible for me to be in a ſtate 
of indifference; his perſon is always before 
mine eyes; nay, I think ſometimes I ſee him 
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in the perſon of my huſband; the reſemblance 
which is between them, ſerves only to nouriſh 
my affection towards him. Alas! Mariana, 
I muſt die, to expiate this crime, although ir 
be an involuntary one: I have only this means 


to get rid of a paſſion of which I cannot hi- 


therto be miſtreſs : Alas, what have I not done 
to ſtifle it, this paſſion which yet is dear to 
me.“ She accompanied theſe words with a 
thouſand. ſighs: She melted into tears, and 
though this woman had a great deal of wit 
and affection to her miſtreſs, yet ſhe could ſay 


nothing to her, that could yield her any Come 


fort. | 

«© The Marquis, in the mean time, every 
day reproached his wife with her indifferency 
to Don Lewis: I cannot ſuffer, ſaid he to 
her, that you ſhould think ſo little on the 


ſo much complaiſance and friendſhip for you : 


I muſt needs ſay, this is a kind of hardneſs, 


which would make one judge untowardly of 
the tenderneſs of your heart: At Jeaſt, you 
muſt grant, madam, that he was ſcarcely gone 
but you forgot him.” What good would my 
remembering him do him ? faid the Mar- 
chioneſs with a languifhing air, Do not you 
ſee he avoids us? Would he not have been 
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ſtill with us, if he had any real kindneſs for 
us? Believe me, my lord, he deſerves a little 
that we ſhould forſake him in our turn.” 
Whatever ſhe could ſay, repelled not the 

Marquis ; he ſtill importuned her to write to 
Don Lewis to return, One day among the 
reſt, ſhe had got into his cloſet. to ſpeak to 
him about ſome affairs, when ſhe found him 
buſied in reading a letter of Don A", 
which he had lately received, 

„ She would have retired; but he 2069 this 
opportunity to oblige her to do what he would 
have her ; he told her yery ſeriouſly, That be 
could no longer bear the abſence of his couſin; 
that he was reſolved to go find him; that it 
was already two years ſince he had been gone, 
without intimating any deſire of returning to 
his friends and country; that he was per- 
ſuaded he would yield a greater deference to 
her requeſis than his; that he conjured her to 
write to him: And that in fine, ſhe might 
chooſe either to give him this ſatisfaction, ar 
be content to ſee him part for Naples, where 
Don Lewis was to make ſome ſtay. She re- 
mained ſurprized, and perplexed at this pro- 
poſal; but knowing he expected with great 
impatience her determination, What would 
you have me ſay to bim, my lord & ſaid the to 
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him, with a ſorrowful countenance, dictate 
this letter to me, I will write it; I can do 
no more; and 1 believe this is more than I 
ought. * The Marquis, tranſported with joy, 
moſt affectionately embraced her; he thanked 
her for her compliance, and made her write 
theſe words : 


„ Tf you have any kindneſs for us, defer 
not your return; I have very urgent reaſons 
to defire it. I am not a little concerned that 
you ſhew ſuch indifference towards us, which 
is an unqueſtionable indication that you take 
no delight in our company. Return, Don 
Lewis, 1 earneftly wiſh it; I intreat you: 
And if it were fit for me to uſe more urgent 
e I would ſay penny hr apart tr 

to'do it.“ 


« The Marquis made a ſingle pacquet of 


this fatal letter, to the end that Don Lewis 


might not think it was by his order the Mar- 


.chioneſs had wrote it; and having ſent it to 
the courier, he expected the ſucceſs with ex- 


traordinary impatience. What became of 


this lover at the ſight of ſo dear and unex- 


pected an order! Although he had remarked 


diſpoſitions of tenderneſs in the countenance 
of 


wretch I am, ſaid he, I adore the moſt amiable 


day. I muſt obey her, ſhe commands my 
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of this fair perſon, yet he dared not promiſe 
| himſelf ſhe could deſire his return; his reaſon 


revolted againſt his joy: How unliappy a 


of all women, and yet I dare not offer to 


pleaſe her? She has a kindneſs for me, yet 


honor and friendſhip withhold me from'mak- 


ing the leaſt advantage of it. What ſhall I 


do then, O heavens! What ſhall I do! I 
flattered myſelf that abſence would cure me: 
Alas! this is a remedy which I have fruitleſsly 


tried; I have never caſt mine eyes on her 


picture, but have found myſelf more in love, 
and more miſerable than when I ſaw her every 


return; ſhe deſires to ſee me, and ſhe cannot 
be ignorant of my paſſion : When I took my 
leave of her, my eyes declared to her the ſecret 


of my heart: And when I call to mind what 


I ſaw in her's, all my refle&ions then are to 
no purpoſe; for I reſolve rather to die at her 
feet, than to live remote from her.” 

„ He parted without any delay, and with- 
out taking leave of his friends. He left a 
gentleman to excuſe him towards them, and 
to order his affairs. He was in ſuch great 
haſte to ſee the Marchioneſs, that he uſed ſuch 


diligence to be with her, that nobody but he 


Ds | could 
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could have done. Arriving at Cagliari, the 
capital of Sardagne, he underſtood that the 


Marquis and his wife were at a ſtately country 


houſe, where the Viceroy was gone to give 


them a viſtt, with all his court. He learned 


moreover, that the Marquis de Barbaran pre- 
pared for him a great feaſt, where there were 
to be held juſts or tournaments, after the an- 
cient manner of the Moors: He was the de- 


fendant, and was to maintain, That a huſband 
beloved, is happier than a lover. 


6 Several gentlemen that were not of this 


opinion, were preparing themſelves to go and 


diſpute the prize, which the Marchioneſs, at 
the Vice-queen's intreaty, was to give to the 


- conqueror ; it was a ſcarf, embroidered with 


her own hands, wrought with cyphers : No 
one was to appear but thoſe who were maſked 
and diſguiſed, to the end that all might be 
freer and more gallant. | 

&©« Don Lewis had a fecret vexation, in 
finding the Marquis fo well fatisfied : « He 
is beloved, faid he, I cannot but look on him 


as my rival, and as an happy rival; but we 
muſt endeavor to diſturb his happineſs, in 


triumphing over his vain glory.” Having 
formed this deſign, he would not appear in 


town ; he cauſed to be made a ſuit of ſtriped 


green 
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green ſattin, embroidered with gold, and all 
his liveries were of the ſame _— to denote 
his new hopes. 

When he entered into cheliſts, loved ade 
had their eyes on him; his magnificence and 
his air gave emulation to the cayaliers, and 
great curioſity to the ladies. The Marchioneſs 
felt a ſecret emotion, of which ſhe could not 
diſcover the cauſe: He was placed very near 
the balcony, where ſhe fate with the Vice- 
queen; but there was no lady there which 
did not loſe all her luſtre near that of the 
Marchioneſs; her youthful air, which ex- 
ceeded not eighteen years, her lovely white 
and red checks, her eyes fo ſweet and graceful, 
her ſcarlet lips and little mouth, agreeable 
ſmile, and her ſhape, which ſurpaſſed the faireſt, 
made her the admiration of all the world. 
Don Lewis was ſo raviſhed in ſeeing her 
ſo charming, and to obſerve yet in her coun- 
tenance a languiſhing forrowful air, that te 

flattered himſelf to have therein a part; and 
this was the firſt moment wherein he thought 


himſelf happy. When his turn came, he ran 
againſt the Marquis, and ſmote him ſo dex- 
terouſly, that he got the advantage all along 
of him: ſo that in a word, he gained the prize 
with a general applauſe, and with the appro- 
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bation of every one preſent, He threw him- 
ſelf at the Marchioneſs's feet, to receive it at 
her hands; he altered the tone of his voice, 
and ſpeaking to her with his maſk on, low 
enough not to be heard but only by her: 
« Divine perſon, ſaid he to her, be pleaſed to 
obſerve what fortune decides in favour of 
lovers.” He dared. not to ſay more to her; 
and without knowing him, ſhe gave him the 
prize, with that natural grace with which all 
her actions were accompanied. 

« He ſuddenly withdrew himſelf, for fear of 
being known; for this might have been an 
occaſion of quarre] between the Marquis and 
him; and without doubt he would not have 


eaſily pardoned the victory he obtained over 
him. This obliged him to keep himſelf con- 


cealed for ſome days. 'Fhe Viceroy and his 
lady returned. to Cagliari, and the Marquis 
and Marchioneſs accompanied them thither, 
with the whole court. | | 

«© Don Lewis. then ſhewed himſelf; he 
pretended he juſt then arriyed,, and made as if 
de knew not what had paſſed, in the field. 

The Marquis de Barbaran was tranſported 


with joy-in ſeeing him, and. abſence had not 


at all altered the affection he had for this dear 
7 favorable 
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favorable moment wherein to entertain his 
amiable Marchioneſs; he had as much liberty 
in their lodgings as in his own; and you may 
well judge, madam, that he forgot not to 
mention the prise he had received from her 
fair hands: How wretched am I, ſaid he to 
her, that you did not know me? Alas, madam, 
I flattered. myſelf, that by ſome ſecret pre- 
ſentiments you would learn that no one but I 
could ſuſtain with ſuch paſſion the cauſe of 
lovers againſt huſbands.”* No, my lord, (ſaid 
' ſhe to him, with an angry and diſdainful air, 
to take away all hope from him, ) I could never 
have imagined that you could have been patron 
of ſo foul a cauſe; and I could not have be- 
lieved you could have taken ſuch ſtrong en- 
- gagements at Naples, that you ſhould come as 
far as Sardagne to triumph over a friend who 
maintained my intereſts as well as his on.“ 
« J ſhall die with regret, madam, ſaid Don 
Lewis, if I have diſpleaſed you in what I bave 
done; and were you more favorably diſpoſed, 
and I might dare to make you my confident, 
it would be no hard matter for me to perſuade 
you, that it is not at Naples I have left the 
object of my vows.” 
The Marchioneſs, apprehending he ſhould 
| ſpeak more than ſhe was willing to hear, and 
:4 47 3Þ appear | 
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appear ſenſib:y touched with the reproach ſhe 
made him, ſhe put on a more pleaſing coun- 
tenance, and turning the converſation into a 
tone of raillery, anſwered him, He took too 
ſeriouſly what ſhe had ſaid to him.” He dared 
not make uſe of this occaſion to declare his 
love to her ; for though he loved her above all 
things, yet he reſpected her no leſs. 

„When he had left her, he began to blame 
Himſelf for his fearfulneſs: Shall I, ſaid he, 
always ſuffer without ſeeking any remedy !” It 
was ſame time before he could meet with a 
favorable opportunity, becauſe the Mar- 
- Chione(s ſtudiouſly avoided him; but being 
come one night where ſhe was, he found her 
alone in an inward room, lying on a bed in a 
moſt lovely manner, and maſt becoming un- 
dreſs, ber hair being faſtened with knots of 
diamonds, hung careleſsly about her breaſts ; 
The trouble ſhe felt in ſeeing Don Lewis, 
appeared on her countenance, and rendered 
her yet more lovely : He drew near her with 
an awful and reſpeRful air, and fell down on 
his knees by her; he looked on her for ſome 
time, not daring to ſpeak; but becoming a 
little more bold, If you conſider, madam, ſaid 
be to her, the piteous condition whereunto 


you have * me, you will eaſily com- 
e 
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prehend that it is no longer in my power to 
keep ſilence: I could not avoid ſuch inevita- 
ble ſtrokes as you have given me; I have 
adored you as ſoon as I ſaw you: I have en- 
deavored to cure myſelf in flying from you; I 
have offered the greateſt violence to myſelf, in 
endeavoring to maſter my paſſion. You have 
recalled me, madam, from my voluntary exile, 
and I am dying a thouſand" times a day, un- 
certain of my deftiny : if you be cruel enough 
to refuſe me your pity,” ſuffer at leaſt, that 
having made known to you my paſſion, I may 
die with grief at your feet.” The Marchioneſs 
was ſome time without reſolving to anſwer 
him, but at length gaining aſfurance, I ac- 
knowledge, faid ſhe, Don Lewis, that Tam 
not wholly ignorant of one part of your ſen- 
timents,*but I was willing to perſuade myſelf 
it was the effect of an innocent affection ; 
make me not a partner of your crime—you 
commit one, when you betray the friendſhip 
due to my huſband : but, alas you will pay 
* but too dearly for this; for I know that duty 
| forbids you to.love me; and in reſpect, it does 
not only forbid me to love you, but to fly from 
you: I will do it, Don Lewis, I will avoid 
you; and I do not know, whether I ought 
not to hate you; but, alas ! it ſeems impoſſi- 


* 
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ble for me to do it.. What do you then, 


madam, anſwered he, (interrupting her, be- 
.ing full of grief and deſpair) when you pro- 


nounce the ſentence of my death? You can- 


not hate me, ſay you? Do you not hate me, 


and do you not do me all the miſchief you are 
able, when you reſolve to ayoid me ? Make 
an end, madam, make an end, leave not your 


vengeance imperfect ; ſacrifice me to your 


duty, and your huſband ; for my life cannot 
but be odious, if you take from me the hopes 
of pleaſing you.” She looked on him with 
eyes full of languiſhing: Don Lewis, ſaid 
ſhe to him, you reproach me with what 1 


would deſerve.” In ending theſe. words, ſhe 
aroſe, fearing greatly, leſt her affection ſhould 


triumph over her reaſon ;z and notwithſtanding 


his endeavors to prevent her, ſhe paſſed into 


« She thought ſhe had gained much on her- 
ſelf in forcing her way out of this converſa- 
tion, without anſwering ſo favorably as her 
heart could have wiſhed ; but Love is a ſe- 
ducer, which muſt not be in any ſort heark- 
ened to, if one will not be totally overcome 
by him. From that day, Don Lewis began 
to think himſelf happy, though he wanted 
many things to compleat his felicity. The 


FROM SPAIN. 13 
Marchioneſs, in effect, had a principle of vir- 
tue, which oppoſed itſelf always m n 
to the deſires of her lover. | 

He had no longer thoſe Kress of friend- 
ſhip for the Marquis de Barbaran, which had 

ſo greatly diſturbed bis mind; love had per- 
fectly baniſhed- friendſhip ; nays he even fſe- 
_ cretly hated him. 

« In fine, Don Lewis, Kattering himſelf, that 
perhaps he might find a favorable moment to 
affect the Marchioneſs's heart with ſome pity, 
he carefully ſought it, and to find it, one day 
when it was very hot, knowing that ſhe was 
wont to retire to repoſe herſelf after dinner, 
as is cuſtomary in that country, he came to 
her, doubting not but . "OO was afleep 
in the houſe, 
„ She was in a oa room which looked 
into the garden; all was faſt and ſhut cloſe, 
except a little window, whereby he ſaw on her 
bed this charming creature: ſhe was in a pro- 
found fleep, half undreſſed; he had the time 
to diſcover ſuch beauties as ſtil] augmented 

the force of his paſſion, He approached ſo 
ſoftly to her, that ſhe did not awake : it was 
already ſome moments that he had looked on 
her with all the tranſports of a man amazed, 


when ſeeing her naked breaſts, he could not 
. forbear 
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forbear kiſſing them. She aroſe on a ſudden, 
ſhe had not her eyes open, the chamber was 
dark, and ſhe could never have believed Don 
Lewis could have been ſo bold. I have al- 


ready told you, madam, that he reſembled the 


Marquis de Barbaran; ſhe did not doubt 
then but it was he, and calling him ſeveral 
times, her dear Marquis and huſband, the 
tenderly embraced him. He well knew his 
error; whatever pleaſure it procured him, he 
could have wiſhed to have owed this only to 
his miftreſs's favours, But, O heavens, how 


unfortunatelyi t happened ! the Marquis came 


in this dangerous moment; and it was not 
without the greateſt fury he ſaw the liberty 
Don Lewis took with his wife. At the noiſe 
he made in entering, ſhe had turned her eyes 
towards the door, and ſeeing her huſband en- 
ter, whom ſhe thought ſhe had already in her 
arms, it is impoſſible to repreſent her afflic- 
tion and aſtoniſhment. 

<< Don Lewis amazed at this accident, flat- 
tered himſelf, that perhaps he was not known: 


he paſſed immediately into the gallery, and 


finding a window was opened into the garden, 


he threw himſelf out of it, and immediately 
paſſed through a back door. The Marquis 
purſued him, without being able to overtake 

him: 


* 


* 
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him: in returning the ſame way he came, he 
unhappily found the Marchioneſs's picture, 
which Don Lewis had dropped as he ran; he 
immediately made moſt cruel reflections here- 
upon: this picture of his wife, and the ſight of 
her embracing him, all this made him no longer 
doubt of his wife's falſhood : “I am betrayed, 
cried he, by her whom I loved dearer than 
my own life : was there ever a more unhappy 
man in the world ?” In ending theſe words, 
he returned to his wife's chamber. She im- 
| mediately threw herſelf at his feet, and melt- 
ing into tears, would have juſtified herſelf, and 
made known to him her innocency ; but the 
ſpirit of jealouſy had ſo fully poſſeſſed him, 
that he violently repulſed her: he hearkened 
only to the tranſports of his rage and deſpair, 
and turning away his eyes, that he might not 
| ſee ſo lovely an object, he had the barbarity to 
ſtrike his dagger into the breaſt of the moſt 
beautiful and moſt virtuous woman in the 
world. She offered herſelf to be ſlaughtered 
as an innocent ſacrifice, and her ſoul iſſued 
out in a ſtream of blood.” 

O God, cried I, O na Don 
Lewis | why did you leave this charming lady 
to the fury of an amorous huſband, tranſ- 
ported with jealouſy | You might have ſnatch- 
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ed her out of his cruel hands. © Alas, 
madam, replied this gentleman, he knew not 
what he did ; for what would he have done at 
another time to have prevented ſuch a misfor- 
tune.” 

« As ſoon as the unfortunate Marchioneſs 
had rendered her laſt breath, her cruel execu- 
tioner ſhut her apartment, took all the mo- 
ney and jewels he had, mounted on horſe- 
back, and fled with all the ſpeed he could. 


Don Lewis reſtleſs, and more amorous than 


ever, returned thither in the evening, not- 
withſtanding whatever might befal him : he 
was ſurprized when he was told the Mar- 
chioneſs was ſtill aſleep ; he immediately went 
into the garden, and entered into the gallery, 
through the ſame window which he had found 
open, and from thence came into the cham- 
ber: it was ſo dark, that he was forced to 
walk warily ; when he felt ſomething which 
had like to have made” him fall, he ſtooped 
down and found it was a dead body ; he ut- 
tered a great ſhriek, and doubting not but it 
was that of his dear miſtreſs, he ſunk down 
with grief : ſome of the Marchioneſs's women 
walking under the windows of her apartment, 
heard Don Lewis's cries ; they eaſily got up 
through the ſame window, and entered the 

ep room. 
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room. What a fad ſpeQacle, what a lamen- 
table ſight was this ! I cannot find words to 
denote to you the horror of this ſcene. Don 
Lewis was no ſooner come to himſelf, by the 
force of. remedies, but his grief, rage, and de- 
ſpair, broke out with ſuch violence, that it 
was impoſſible to .calm him; and I am per- 


ſuaded he had not out-lived her whoſe loſs he 


occaſioned, if the deſire of 1 had not 
re- animated him. v7 

« He parted like one furious in ſearch of 
the Marquis de Barbaran; he ſought him 
every where without hearing any news of him, 
he ran over Italy, traverſed Germany, went 
into Flanders, and paſſed into France. He 
was told that the Marquis was at Valentia in 
Spain; he came there, and met net with him. 


In fine, three years being paſſed, without 


finding the means of ſacrificing his enemy to 
his miftreſs's ghoſt, divine grace, which is 
irreſiſtible, and particularly on great ſouls, 
touched his ſo efficaciouſly, that he immedi- 
ately changed his defire of revenge into ſerious 
deſires of leaving the world, and minded _—_ 
the fitting himſelf- for another life. 
Being filled with this ſpirit he returned 
into Sardagne ; he fold all his eſtate, which 
he diftributed among ſome of his friends, who 


with 
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with great merit were yet very poor; and by 

this means became ſo poor himſelf, that he 

reduced himſelf to the begging of alms. 
He had heretofore ſcen, in going to Ma- 


drid, a place very fit to make an hermitage, 


(it is towards mount Dragon) this mountain 
is almoſt inacceſſible, and you cannot paſs to 
it but through an overture, which is in the 
midſt of a great rock ; it is ſtopt up when the 
ſnow falls, and the hermitage lies buried more 
than fix months under it. Don Lewis cauſed 
one be built here, where he was deſirous to 
paſs whole years without ſeeing any one. 
He made ſuch proviſions as were neceſſary, 
having good books, and thus remained in this 
diſmal ſolitude ; but this year his friends forced 
him thence, by reaſon of a great ſickneſs, 
which had like to have coſt him his life. It 
is four years ſince he bas led this holy ſpiri- 
tual life, and ſo different from that to which 
he was born, that it is with great trouble he 
ſees any of his acquaintance. 

« As to the Marquis de Barbaran, he has 
wholly left the iſle of Sardagne, where he has 
not the liberty to return. I am informed 
he is married again at Anvers, to the widow 
of a Spaniard, named Fonceca, 


« And | 
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&« And it is he himſelf that has related to 
one of my friends the particularities of his 
crime; and he is ſo furiouſly tortured with the 
remembrance of it, that he imagines he con- 
tinually ſees his wife dying, and reproaching 
him with his fury and jealouſy. In a word, 
he has contracted ſuch a deep melancholy, 


that his death is thought by every one to be 


near, or at leaft, the Joſs of his ſenſes.” _ 
The gentleman here was filent ; and-I not 
being able to forbear weeping at ſo tragical a 


relation, Don Fernand de Toledo, who had 


obſerved it, and would not take notice of it, 
for fear of interrupting the relation, rallied 
me about my tenderneſs, telling me how well 
he was pleaſed to find me ſo compaſſionate, 
and that I ſhould not be long before I met 
with objects fit to exerciſe it on. I did not 
ſo much mind the returning an anſwer to 
him, as the thanking this gentleman, who 
was pleaſed to entertain me with the recital of 
ſo extraordinary an adventure : I intreated 
him to make my compliments to Don Lewis, 
and to give him from me two piſtoles, ſeeing 
he lived upon alms. Don Fernand, and cach 
of the cavaliers, gave as much. „Here is, 
ſaid the gentleman to us, ſufficient to enrich 

the poor of Victoria; for Don Lewis appro- 
Fo priates 
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the Stranger's ignorance makes the Spaniard's 
profit. The bad weather has kept me here 


and the play. The principal place of this 
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priates not ſuch great charities as theſe to him- 
elf.” We told him, that he was the maſter, 
and might diſpoſe of the money as he — 
But to return to my adventures. 

Although I bad a paſſport from the king 
of Spain, the beſt ſpeciſird, and moſt general, 

that is poſſible, yet I was obliged to take a 
billet from the toll-houſe; for without this 
precaution, all my cloaths had been confiſ- 
cated. © To what purpoſe then is my paſſ- 
port ? ſaid I to them. To none at all, 
replied they. The ſurveyors and officers of 
the cuſtoms would not ſo much as caſt their 
eyes on it; they told me, the king muſt come 
and aſſure them that this order was from him. 
It is to no purpoſe for any one to alledge his 
being a ſtranger, and ignorant of the uſages 
of the country; for they anſwer coolly, That 


two days, during which I ſaw the governeſs, 


town is adorned with a very fine fountain 
ſtanding in the midſt : it is encircled with 
the town-houſe, the priſon, two convents, 
and ſeveral well-built houſes ; here is a new 
town and an old one ; every body forſakes 
this latter to dwell in the other, Here are very 

1 
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rich merchants; their chief trade is at St. 
Sebaſtian or Bilbo; they ſend great ſtore of 
iron to Grenada, Eſtremadour, Galicia, and 
other parts of the kingdom. I obſerved that 


the great ſtreets are ſet with fine trees, which 


are watered with ſtreams running by them. 
From mount St. Adrian hither, it is ſeven 
leagues, In fine, I am juſt ſetting out, and 
muſt end this long letter; it is late, and I 
have told to you fo much of what I have ſeen, 


that I have mentioned nothing of my affec- 


tions to you : believe me, however, dear 
_ couſin, that I am, and ever ſhall be 


From Victoria, 15 
Feb. 24. Yours, 


SETTER UL 


Y letters are ſo long, that it is hard 

to believe when I finiſh them, that T 

have any thing more to tell you; yet, my 
dear coufin, I never cloſe any, but there re- 
mains ſtill ſufficient for another: were I 
only to ſpeak to you of wy friendſhip, this 
Vol. I. E would 
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would be an inexhauſtible ſubject; you may 
form ſome judgment of it from the pleaſure I 
find in obeying your commands. You are 
deſirous to know all the particulars of my 
voyage, I will therefore go on to relate 
them : 
I ſet out late from Victoria, by reaſon of 
my ſtay at the governeſs's, whom I before 
mentioned : and we went to lie at Miranda ; 
the country is very pleaſant as far as Avigny ; 
we came afterwards by a difficult way to the 
banks of the river Urola, whoſe noiſe is the 
greater, as it is full of rocks, on which the 
water daſhes, beats up, and falls down, and 
forms natural caſcades in ſeveral places : we 
continued to aſcend the high mountains of 
the Pyrenees, where we ran a thouſand ſeve- 
ral dangers ; we ſaw the ancient ruins of an 
old caſtle, where ghoſts and ſpirits have their 
apartments, as well as in that of Quebara, it 
is near Gargaſon, and being to ſtop there to 
ſhew my paſſport, becauſe here certain cuſ- 
toms are paid to the king, I learned from the 
alcade of the borough, who drew near my 
litter to talk with me, that it is the common 
report of the country, that there were for- 
merly a king and a queen here, who had ſo 


fine and beautiful a woman to their daughter, 
that 
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that ſhe was rather taken for a goddeſs than a 
mortal creature: ſhe was called Mira; and it 
is from her name came the mira of the Spa- 
niards, which is to ſay, look ye; for as ſoon 
as ever ſhe appeared, all the people atten- 
tively beheld her, and cried out, Mira, Mira; 
and here is the etymology of a word drawn 
far enough. This princeſs was never ſeen by 
any body who became not deſperately in love 
with her; but her diſdainfulneſs and indif- 
ference mide all her lovers pine away: the 
fatal baſiliſk never killed ſo many people as the 
beautiful and dreadfu! Mira; ſhe thus depo- 
pulated her father's kingdom, and all the 
countries thereabouts were full of de- 
ceaſed and dying lovers. Aſter they had in 
vain addreſſed themſelves to her, they laſtly 
applied themſelves to heaven, to demand ven- i 
geance on her cruelty : the gods at length 
grew angry, and the goddeſſes were not much 
behind them in the exerciſe of this paſſion ; 
ſo that to puniſh her, the ſcourges of heaven 
finiſhed the deſtruction of ber father's king» 
dom. In this general calamity he conſulted 
the oracle, which told him, That all theſe 
miſeries would not have an end, till Mira 
had expiated the miſchiefs which her eyes had 
done; and that ſhe muſt be gone, that Deſ- 
| WY; tiny 
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tiny would conduct her to the place where 
ſhe was to loſe her repoſe and liberty. The 
princeſs obeyed, believing it impoſſible for 
her to be touched with tenderneſs: ſhe car- 
ried only her nurſe with her; ſhe was clad 
like a ſimple ſhepherdeſs, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
taken notice of, whether at ſea or land. She 
ran over a great part of the world, committing 
every day many murders ; for her beauty was 
not diminiſhed by the fatigue of her travels : 
ſhe arrived atlength near this old caſtle, which 
belonged to a young count, called Nios, en- 
dowed with a thouſand perfections, but ex- 
treamly proud and reſerved : he ſpent his time 
in the woods; as ſoon as ever he perceived a 
woman, he fled from her, and of all things 
he ſaw in the world, ſhe was his greateſt 
_ averſion, The beautiful Mira was reſting 
herſelf one day under the ſhade of ſome trees, 
when Nios paſſed by, cloathed with a lion's 
ſkin, a bow at his girdle, and a mace on his 
ſhoulder; his hair was all clotted together, 
and his face beſmeared like a chimney-ſweep- 
er's, (this circumſtance is obſervable) yet the 
princeſs thought him the moſt handſome man 
in the world ; ſhe ran after him as if ſhe had 
been mad ; and he ran from her as if he had 
been in the ſame condition: ſhe loſt the ſight 
of 
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of him—ſhe knew not where to find him 
was then in the greateſt ſorrow, weeping day 
and night with her nurſe. Nios returned to 
the chace; ſhe ſaw him again, and would have 
followed him : as ſoon as he perceived her, he 
did as at firſt, and Mira, betook herſelf again 
to her lamentations; but her paſſion giving 
her new ſtrength, ſhe out-ran him, ſtopped 
him, taking hold of his locks, intreating him 
to look on her, thinking this was enough to 
engage him : he caſt his eyes on her with as 
much indifference as if ſhe had been an or- 
dinary perſon, Never woman was more ſur- 
prized ; ſhe would not leave him ; ſhe forced 
herſelf with him to his caſtle : where, as 
ſoon as ſhe had entered, he there left her and 
was no more ſeen. The poor Mira, being 
not to be comforted, died with grief, and 
from that time you hear deep ſighs and groans, 
which come from the caſtle of Nios. The 
. young wenches of the country are uſed to go 
there, and carry her little preſents of fruits 
and milk, which they ſet down at the mouth 
of a cave, where no one dares enter; they 
ſaid, this was to comfort her; but this has 
been aboliſhed as ſuperſtitious. And though 
I believed not a word of whatever was told 
me at Gargaſon, in relation to Mira and 
E I Nios, 


rr 
Nios, yet I was pleaſed in the recital of this 
ſtory, of which I omit a thouſand particulars, 
for fear of tiring you by its length. My 
waiting woman was fo affected with this rela- 
tion, that ſhe was for having us return back 
again, to ſet at the mouth of the cave ſome 
red partridges, which my people had brought: 
ſhe imagined the princeſs's ghoſt would be 
mightily comforted in receiving this teſtimony 
of our good will; but for my part, I thought 
I ſhould be more content than her, in having 
thoſe partridges for my ſupper. We paſled 
the river of Urola, on a great ſtone bridge, 
and having gone over another, with difficulty 
enough, by reaſon of the melted ſnow, we 
arrived at Miranda d' Ebro; this is a great 
village, or a little town : here is a large place 
adorned with a fountain ; the river Ebro which 
is one of the moſt confiderable of Spain, tra- 
verſes it. You ſee on the top.of a mountain 
the caſtle, with ſeveral towers; it appears to 
be of ſome ſtrength, and there iſſues out ſo 
great a ſtream from a rock on which it is 
built, that it turns ſeveral] mills. I could 
not obſerve any thing elſe worth writing to 
you. ; 
T he three knights I ſpake of to you, were ar- 
rived before me, and had given all requiſite or- 
| ders 
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ders for ſupper ; ſo we eat together, and though 
the night appeared well advanced, becauſe the 
days are ſhort in this ſeaſon, it was not late; 
ſo that theſe gentlemen, who ſhewed me great 
reſpect and civility, aſked me how I would 
| paſs the time, I propoſed to them the playing 
at ombre, and that I would go halves with 
Don Fernand de Toledo. They accepted 
the offer. Don Frederic de Cardonne ſaid he 
had rather converſe with me than play; ſo the 
three others began, and I for fome time gave 
myſelf over to the looking on them, with 
great pleaſure, for their way is quite different 
from ours : they never utter a word ; I do not 
ſay, to complain, (for this would be unwor- 
tay the Spaniſh gravity) but to demand a 
gano, to cut higher, or to ſhew that one may 
take ſome other advantage : in a word, they 
ſeem to be ſtatues of pieces of German clock- 
work, never appearing tranſport:d with either 
good or bad luck. Among other diſcourſe 
which I had with Don Frederic de Cardonne, 
he told me, there were two obſervable things 
in Catalonia, one of which is a mountain of 
ſalt, partly white as ſnow, and the other part 
clearer than cryſtal : that there is blue, green, 
violet, orange, and a thouſand different co- 


lors, which yet loſe their tincture when wet- 
E 4 ted; 
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ted; it continually forms itſelf, and grows 
there: and though commonly the places 
where ſalt is to be found, are ſo barren, that 
you ſee not ſo much as an herb, yet there are 
here pine- trees of great height, and excellent 
vine-yards: when the ſun darts its rays on 
this mountain, it looks as if it wholly con- 
ſiſted of the moſt precious ſtones in the world: 
but the beſt of it is, that it yields a good re- 
venue. | | 
The other particular he mentioned to me, 
was of a fountain, whoſe water is very good, 
and of the ſame colour as claret : © I have 
never heard any thing of this, ſaid I to him, 
but one of my relations, who has been in 
Catalonia, has aſſured me there is a fountain 
near Balut, whoſe water is as others are for 
color, and yet whatever you put therein, ap- 
pears like gold.” „I have ſeen it, madam, 
continued Don Frederic; and I remember a 
man that was very covetous, and more foolifh, 
went there every day to put in his filver, 
hoping in time it would be changed into 
gold: but he was ſo far from enriching him- 
ſelf that he was ruined ; for ſome peaſants, 
more ſubtle and crafty than he, having per- 
ceived what he did, ſtood watching a little 


lower, and the ftream of the water would 
now 
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now and then bring ſome pieces to them. If 
you return into France by Catalonia, added 
he, you may ſee this fountain.” It is not 
that which can draw me thither, replied J, 
but the deſire of paſſing by Montferat, would 
make me undertake a longer journey.” It is 
ſituated, ſid he, near Barcelona, and is a 
place of great devotion ; it ſeems as if the 
rock was ſawed through the middle; the 
church ſtands high, is ſmall and obſcure. By 
the help of fourſcore and ten lamps of ſilver, 
you perceive the image of the virgin, which 
looks very duſkiſh, and is held for miracu- 
lous. The altar coſt Philip the Second thirty 
thouſand crowns ; and here are every day ſeen 
pilgrims from all parts of the world ; this holy 
place abounds with hermitages, inhabited by 
perſons of great devotion: theſe are com- 
monly men of good birth, who have not left 
the world till they have well tried it, and who 
appear much taken with the ſweets of their 
retirements, though the place be diſmal ; and 
it would have been impoſſible to have had ac- 
ceſs to it, had not a paſſage been cut through 
the rocks, Vet you find here ſeveral agreeable 
objects, a curious proſpect, various ſprings, 
gardens well-dreſſed by the nuns own hands, 
and every where a certain air of folitude and 

Es devotion, 
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devotion, which mightily effect thoſe who 
come there, We have another famous place 
of devotion, added he, and that is Neuſtra 
Senora del Pilar : it is at Saragoſla, in a cha- 
pel on a pillar of marble, where our lady 
holds the babe Jeſus in her arms. It is pre- 
tended, that the virgin appeared on this ſame 
pillar to St. James; and the image is here 
worſhipped with great reverence, It cannot 
be well obſerved, becauſe it ſtands ſo high, 
and in a very dark place; ſo that without the 
flambeaux it could not be ſeen at all. Here 
are always fifty lamps burning; gold and pre- 
cious ſtones ſhine here on all ſides; and the 
pilgrims come here in great ſhoals, But yet, 
ſays he, I may truly ſay; in favour of Sara- 
goſſa, that it is one of the fineſt towns you 
can ſee; it is ſituated along the Ebre in a vaſt 
field, and is adorned with great buildings, 
rich churches, a ſtately bridge, fine open 
places, and the moſt charming women in the 
world, who love French, and will omit no- 
thing to oblige you to ſpeak well of them, if you 
paſs by there. told him, I had already 
heard ſeveral things ſpoken of them to their 
commendation: but, continued J, this coun- 
try is very barren, and the ſoldiers can hardly 
ſubſiſt in it.” In effect, replied he, whether 
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the air be bad, or that they want neceſſaries, 
the Flemmings and Germans cannot live 
there; and if they do not die there, it is be- 
cauſe they run away. The Spaniards and 
Neapolitans are more prone than they to de- 
ſert ; theſe laſt paſt through France, to return 
into their country; the others coaſt the Py- 
renees along Languedoc, and enter Caſtile by 
Navarre, or Biſcay, This is a courſe which 
the old ſoldiers fail not to ſteer ; for the new- 
raiſed ones, they periſh in Catalonia, being 
not accuſtomed thereto; and it is certain, 
there is no place where war.is more trouble- 
ſome to the king of Spain : he maintains his 
forces here with great charge, and the advan- 
tage which the enemy gains of him 1s not 
ſmall ; and I very well know they are more 
ſenſible at Madrid for the ſmalleſt loſs in Ca- 
talonia, than they would be for the greateſt 
in Flanders or Milan, or elſewhere. But at 
preſent, continues he, we are going to be 
more at our eaſe than we have been, it being 
expected at court that the peace will be laſt- 
ing, becauſe they talk much of a marriage 
which will make a new alliance ; and the 
Marquis de Los Balbares, Plenipotentiary at 
Nimiguen, has received orders to go ſpeedily 
to France, to demand of the king Mademoi- 
ſelle 


84 Br 
ſelle d' Orleans, therefore it is not doubted but 
the marriage will be concluded : but it is 
thought very ſtrange Don John of Auſtria 
ſhould conſent to this marriage.“ You will 
do me a fingular pleaſure, (ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing him) if you would inform me of ſome 
particularities touching this prince : it is na- 
tural to have a curioſity in relation to perſons 
of his character; and when we come into 
a court where we have never been before, 
we ſhould have ſome previous notice, that we 
may not appear novices.” He anſwered 
me, it would be a great ſatisfaction to him, if 
he could relate any thing that would pleaſe 

me; and he began thus: | 

„ You will not, perhaps madam, think it 
- amiſs, that I begin at the original of things, 
and tell you, that this prince was ſon of one 
of the fineſt women in Spain, named Maria 
Calderonna ; ſhe was an adreſs, and the Duke 
de Medina de las Torres, became deſperately 
in love with her: this cavalier had ſo many 
advantages above others, that Calderonna 
loved him no lefs than ſhe was beloved by 
him. In the heat of this intrigue, Philip the 
Fourth ſaw her, and preferred her to one of 
| the Queen's maids of honor, but the Queen 
was fo grieved at this change of the King, 
whom 
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whom ſhe dearly loved, and had a fon by, 
that ſhe retired from the world, and betook 
herſelf to Los del Celſas Reales, where ſhe 
put on the nun's habit. As for Calderonna, 
her inclination lying wholly towards the Duke 
de Medina, ſhe would not hearken to the 
King, without the Duke would thereto con- 
ſent : ſhe ſpoke to him of it, and offered to 
withdraw ſecretly where he would; but the 
Duke fearing to incur the King's diſpleaſure, 
anſwered her, that he was reſolved to yield 
up to his majeſty a treaſure which he was not 
in a capacity to contend for. She made him 
a thouſand reproaches for this; ſhe called 
him traitor to his love, ungrateful towards 
his miſtreſs, and moreover told him, that 
though he was ſo happy, as that he could dif- 
poſe of his heart as he pleaſed, yet ſhe could 
not do the ſame ; and therefore he muſt con- 
tinue to viſit her, or prepare to fee her die 
with deſpair. The Duke affected with fo 
great a paſſion, promiſed to feign a journey 
to Andalouſia, and to remain with her hid in 
a cloſet : he effectually parted from the court, 
and afterwards ſhut himſelf up (as it was 
agreed) whatever riſque he ran by ſo impru- 
dent a conduct. The King in the mean time 
was very amorous, and remained yery well 

ſatisfied : 
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ſatisfied: ſhe had, during this, Don John 
d' Auſtria, and the reſemblance he had with 
the Duke de Medina de las Torres, had made 
it be thought that he was his ſon ; but though 
the King had other children, and particularly 
the Biſhop of Malaga, good fortune decided 
in his favor, and he has been only acknow- 
ledged. 

« Don John's friends ſay, that it was as by 
reaſon of the exchange which had been made 
of the ſon of Calderonna, for the ſon of 
Queen Elizabeth ; and here is the reaſon why 
they ſet forth this change, which is a ſtory 
made on purpoſe to impoſe on the world, and 
which I believe has no ground of truth, 
They pretend, the King being deſperately in 
love with this actreſs, ſhe became pregnant 
at the ſame time as the Queen ; and ſeeing 
the King's paſſion was ſo greatly towards her, 
that ſhe might expect any thing; ſhe ſo or- 
dered it, that ſhe made him promiſe her, that 
if the Queen had a ſon, and ſhe likewiſe, he 
ſhould put her's in his place: What will 
you loſe by this, Sir? ſaid ſhe, will it not be 
your ſon that will ſtill reign, only with this 
difference, that loving me, as you ſay you 
do, you will love him alſo the better.” She 
bad wit, and the King could deny her no- 

| | thing; 
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thing; he conſented, and in effect the buſi- 
neſs was managed with that addreſs, that the 
Queen being brought to bed of a ſon, and 
Calderonna of another, the exchange was 
made. He that ſhould have reigned, and 
who bore the name of Baltazar, died at the 
age of fourteen years : the King was told, it 
was with over-heating himſelf at tennis; but 
the truth is, this prince was ſuffered to keep 
bad company, which procured him his mis- 
fortunes ; it is ſaid likewiſe, that Don Pedro 
d' Arragon, his governor, and chief gentle- 
man of his chamber, more contributed to 
this than any other, ſuffering him to bring 
into his apartment a woman he loved; after 
this he was taken with a violent fever, and 
concealed the occaſion : the phyſicians who 
were ignorant of it, thought to eaſe him by 
frequent bleedings, which put an end to what 
ſtrength he had; and by this means they 
ended his life. The King knowing but too 
late, what had happened, baniſhed Don Pedro 
for not hindering this exceſs, or for not having 
timely diſcovered it. 

In the mean time, Don John of Auſtria, 
who was, brought up the natural fon, 
changed not his condition, though this ought 
to have been, had he been indeed the lawful 


ſon ; 
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ſon ; yet notwithſtanding this, his creatures 
affirm, he ſo exactly reſembles Q. Elizabeth, 
that ſhe needs no other picture of her likeneſs. 
And this opinion fails not of gaining credit 
with the people, who run violently after no- 
velties, and who ſo paſſionately loved this 
great Queen, that they bewail her ſtil], as if 
ſhe was but now deceaſed, It is true, that if 
Don John of Auftria would make his advan- 
tage of the favorable diſpoſitions of the peo- 
ple, he has met with ſeveral opportunities of 
extending his fortune very far; but his only 
aim is to ſerve the King, and to keep his ſub- 
jects in thoſe ſentiments of fidelity they ought 

to have for him. 
To return to Calderonna : One day the 
King ſurpriſed the Duke de Medina with her, 
and in the exceſs of his rage, he ran to him 
with his poniard in his hand; he was about 
to kill him, when this woman placed herſelf 
between them, telling him, he might ſtrike her 
if he would. Having the moiſt extream paſſion 
for her, he could not but pardon him, con- 
tenting himſelf only with baniſhing him: But 
underſtanding ſhe continued to love him, and 
write to him, the King ſtudied only how to get 
a new paſſion ; when he had one ſtrong enough 
not to apprehend the charms of Calderonna, 
he 
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he ſent word to her to retire into a monaſtery, 

as is cuſtomary when the King forſakes his 
miſtreſs. She put it not off, writing a letter 
to the Duke to bid him adieu: And ſhe re- 
ceived the veil of a nun from the hand of the 
apoſtolic nuncio, who became ſince Innocent 
X. It is very likely the King believed Don 
John was his real ſon, ſeeing he loved him ſo 
dearly : One thing will appear to you very 
ſingular, which is, that a King of Spain hav- 
ing natural ſons owned by him, they never 
enter Madrid during his life: So Don John 
was brought up at Ocanna, which is fome 
leagues diſtant from it. The King, his father, 
came often thither, 'and he made him come 
even to the gates of the town, where he went 
to meet him, This cuſtom comes from that 
of the grandees of Spain diſputing the rank 
which theſe princes would hold. Don John, 
before he went into Catalonia, remained com- 
monly at Buen Retiro, which is a royal ſeat 
at one of the fartheſt parts of Madrid, a little 
without the gate: and he ſhewed himſelf ſo 
little, that he was never ſeen at any public 
feaſt during the life of the late King : but fince, 
times have changed, and his fortunes ſtands 
on a different bottom. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt the Queen Maria Ann of Auſtria, 
ſiſter to the Emperor, and the King's mother, 
governed Spain, and her ſon was not yet of 
age to hold the reins of the ſtate, ſhe would 
have always Don John keep from the court ; 

and moreover, found herſelf ſo capable of go- 
verning, that ſhe had a mind to eaſe her ſon 
for a long time, of the burden of ruling. She 
was not troubled to ſee him ignorant of what- 
ever might give a deſire of reigning: but 
though ſhe took the greateſt precautions, to 
hinder him from perceiving he was under too 
ſtrict a tutelage, and ſuffering no perſons to 
come near him, but thoſe ſhe was well aſſured 
of; yet this hindered not but ſome of the 
King's faithful ſervants hazarded themſelves, 
by giving him to underſtand what he might 
do for his liberty, He followed the advice 
that was given him; and in fine, having taken 
meaſures accordingly, he ſtole away one night, 
and went to Buen Retiro. He as ſoon ſent 
from thence an order to the Queen his mother, 
not to ſtir out of the palace. 

„ Don John is of a middle ſtature, well 
ſhaped, black and lively eyes, and a moſt 
manly countenance, He is polite, generous, 


and very brave. He is ignorant of nothing 
befitting 
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befitting his birth, being well verſed in all 
arts and ſciences. He writes and ſpeaks very 
well five languages, and underſtands yet more. 
He has for a long time ſtudied judicial aſtro- 
logy. There is no inſtrument which he can- 
not make, and uſe with the beſt maſters, He 
works on all kind of mechanics, makes arms, 
and paints finely. He took a great pleaſure 
in the mathematics; but being charged with 
the government of the ſtate, he has been 
obliged to lay aſide all other employments. 

« He came to Buen Retiro in the beginning 
of the year 1677, and as foon as he was there, 
he ſent the Queen-mother to Toledo, becauſe 
ſhe had declared againſt him, and hindered 
his return to the King. Don John had an 
extream joy in receiving from the King's own 
hand an order to take care of every thing, and 
to manage the affairs of the kingdom: and it 
was not without occaſion he diſcharged the bur- 
den of government on him, ſeeing he then was 
ignorant of the art of reigning. It was alledged 
for a reaſon of his flow education, that the King 
his father was dying when he gave him life; 
that when he came into the world, they were 
fain to put him in a box of cotton, being ſo 
tender and ſmall, that he could not be 


ſwaddled: that he was brought up in the 
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arms, and on the knees of the ladies of the 
palace, till he was ten years old, without 
putting his foot once all this while on the 
ground to walk: that in the ſequel the Queen 
his mother, who was engaged by all the ties 
of natural duty to preſerve this only heir of 
the Spaniſh branch, fearing to loſe him, dared 
not let him ſtudy, leſt by too great an appli- 
cation he ſhould loſe his health, which in fact 
was very unſound : and it was obſerved, that 
the great number of women, with whom the 
King always was, and who too ſharply repre- 
hended him for his faults which he committed, 
had inſpired him with ſuch a great averſion to 
them, that as ſoon as ever he had notice a lady 
ſtayed for him in any place he was to paſs, he 
ſtole another way, or kept himſelf ſhut up all 
day in his chamber. The Marchioneſs de 
Luz Veles, who was his governeſs, told me, 
ſhe waited for an opportunity full ſix months - 
to ſpeak with him, and when chance had 
brought them unavoidably to him, he took 
her petition out of her hand, but turned 
his head another way, for fear he ſhould ſee 
her. His health is fince ſo increaſed, that 
his marriage with the Arch-dutcheſs, the Em- 
peror's daughter, having been broke off by 
Don John, by reaſon that it was the Queen- 
mother's 
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mother's project, he has deſired to marry 
Mademoiſelle d'Orleans. The circumftances 
of the peace which are lately concluded at 

. Nimiguen, made him caſt his eyes towards 
this princeſs, with whoſe excellent qualivies, 
madam, you are better acquainted than I. It 
is hard to believe, that having diſpoſitions ſo 
far from gallantry, he ſhould become fo ſud- 
denly and vehemently in love with the Queen, 
as he became only on the rehearſal of her 
good qualities, and at the fight of her picture 
in miniature, which was ſhewed him. He 
never lets it go out of his hand ; he always holds 
it to his heart; he dialogues with it ſo prettily, 
as aſtoniſhes all the courtiers ; for he ſpeaks a 
. language he never ſpoke before, his paſſion 
for the princeſs furniſhes him with a thouſand 
thoughts, which he dares not entruſt any body 
with. He thinks no body makes haſte enough; 
and therefore ſends freſh couriers every day to 
carry his billet-doux, and to bring back news 
of her. : 

«© When you come to Madrid, added he, 
you will hear, madam, ſeveral particulars which 
have without doubt happened ſince I was 
there, and which will perhaps more ſatisfy 
your curioſity than what I have related to 
you.” I am very much obliged to you, 

anſwered 
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anſwered I, for your civilities; but do me 
the favor to oblige me farther, in giving me 
the true character of the Spaniards : you know 
them, and I am perſuaded nothing has eſcaped 
your enquiries; as you ſpeak to me without 
paſſion and intereſt, I may reckon myſelf ſure 
of what you tell me.” Why believe you, 


'madam, replied he, ſmiling, that I ſhall ſpeak 


to you more ſincerely than another? There 
are reaſons which may render me ſuſpeRed : 


they are my maſters; I muſt manage them; 


and if I be not politic enough to do it, the 


vexation of being conſtrained to obey them, 1 
would tempt me to entertain notions ig their ++ 


reſpect contrary to truth,” However it be, 
ſaid I, interrupting n pray tell me what 
you know of them.” 

« The Spaniards, ſaid he, have always paſſed 


for fierce and glorious : this love of glory is 


mixed with gravity ; and they carry it ſo far, 
that one may call it an extravagant pride: 
they are brave, without being raſh; yet they 
are accuſed of not being daring enough; they 


are choleric, revengeful, without ſhewing any 


tranſport: liberal without oſtentation, ſober 


in their diet, very preſumptuous in proſperity, 


too rampant in adverſity : they idolize women, 


at: be are ſo —— in their favor, that 
they 
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they ſhew no diſcretion in the choice of their 
wives: they are patient to exceſs, obſtinate, 
idle, ſingular, philoſophers : and as to the reſt, 
men of honor keeping their words, though it 
coſt them their lives. They have a great deal 
of wit and vivacity, eaſily comprehend, ex- 
plain themſelves with facility, and in few 
words; they are prudent, jealous without 
meaſure, diſintereſted, bad ceconomiſts, cloſe, 
ſuperſtitious, ſtrong catholics, at leaſt in ap- 


pearance: they are good poets, and write 


verſes with great facility. They would be 
capable of nobler acquiſitions in ſcience, would 
they vauchſafe to apply themſelves thereto. 
They have a greatneſs of ſoul, elevated wit, 
conſtancy, a natural ſeriouſneſs, and a reſpect 
for ladies, as is not ſeen elſewhere : they have 
a ſet behavior, full of afteQation, intoxicated 
with their own merit, hardly ever in this par- 
ticular doing right to that of others. Their 
bravery conſiſts in ſtanding valiantly on the 
defenſive part, without giving ground, and 
without dreading danger; but they love not 
to ſeek it, which proceeds from their great 
judgment: they diſcern danger, and avoid it. 
Their greateſt defect, in my opinion, is the 
| paſſion of revenge, and the means they uſe 
for this : their maxims hereupon are abſolutely 
. oppoſite 
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oppoſite to Chriſtianity and honor: when they 
have received an affront, they make him be 
aſſaſſinated who has offered it. They are not 
contented with this: for they cauſe them to 
be aſſaſſinated likewiſe whom they have of- 
fended, in the apprehenſion of being pre- 
vented, knowing well, that if they do not 
kill, they ſhall be killed themſelves. They 
pretend to juſtify themſelves herein, when they 
ſay, that their enemy having taken the firſt 
advantage, they ought to ſecure themſelves of 
the ſecond : that ſhould they fail herein, they 
would wrong their reputation: that you muſt 
not fight with a man that has inſulted over 
you, but put yourſelf in a condition to puniſh 
him, without running half the dangers. It is 
true, that impunity authorizes this conduc; 
for the privilege of churches and convents in 
Spain, is to give an aſſured retreat to crimi- 
nals; and as near as they can, they commit 
theſe villanies hard by a ſanctuary, ſo have 
the leſs way to an altar; which you fee often 
embraced by a villain, with his poniard reek- 
ing in his hand, and beſmeared with the blood 
of the murder which he has committed, 
« As to their perſons, they are very lean, 
ſhort, fine ſhape, comely head, good faces, 
fine eyes, well-fet teeth, yellow and duſkiſh 
complexion z 
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complexion; they will have one walk flowly, 
commend big legs, and a little foot, ſhoes 
without heels, parting the hair on both ſides, 
being ſtrait cut, and kept behind their ears 
with a great two-handed hat, an habit always 
black, inſtead of a ſhirt, taffaty ſleeves, or 
black tabby, a ſword of a ſtrange length, with 
a black freize cloak over all this, very ſtrait 
breeches, hanging ſleeves, and a poniard. 
All this muſt ſo disfigure a man, let him be 
ever ſo well ſhaped otherwiſe, that they feem 
to affect a garb the moſt diſagreeable; and 
one's eyes cannot with any complacency ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to this ſight.” 

Don Frederic would have continued on his 
diſcourſe, and I had fo much pleaſure in hear- 
ing him, that I would not have interrupted 
him; but he broke off himſelf, having ob- 
ſerved that the play was at an end, and conſi- 
dering, that we were to ſet out early the next 
morning, he thought I might be deſirous of 
retiring ; he therefore, with the other gentle- 
men, wiſhed me a good night. I roſe very 
ſoon next morning, becauſe it' was a long 
journey to Birbieſca, where we intended to 
lie. We followed the river to avoid the 
mountains, and paſſed at Oron, a great river, 
which falls into the Ebre. We afterwards 
Vol. I. F entered 
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entered into ſo narrow a way, that our litters 
could ſcarce paſs: we aſcended along a very 
narrow coaſt to Pancorvo, whoſe caſtle I ſaw 
ſtanding on a raiſed ground, not far diſtant : 
we traverſed a large plain; and this was a 
novelty to us, to ſce an even country: this 
place is ſurrounded with ſeveral mountains, 
which ſeem linked together as a chain, and 
eſpecially thoſe of Oeca: we mult again paſs 
over a little river, before we can come to 
Birbieſca. This is only a borough, which 
has nothing remarkable but its college, and 
ſome few pleaſant gardens along the water. 
But I may fay, we came thither in worſe 
weather than any we have had yet: I was fo 
tired, that as ſoon as I arrived I went to bed: 
ſo that I ſaw. not Don Fernand de Toledo, 
and the other gentlemen, till the next day, 
at Caſte] de Peones, But I ſhould tell you 
how one is ſerved in theſe inns, they being all 
alike: when you come into one of them, 
wearied and fatigued, roaſted by the heat of 
the ſun, or frozen by the ſnows (for there is 
ſeldom any temperament between theſe two 
extremes,) you ſee neither pot on the fire, 
nor plates waſhed : you enter into the ſtable, 
aud from thence to your chamber; this ſtable 


FO eee full of mules and muletteers, who 
make 
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make uſe of their mules ſaddles for pillows in 
the night, and in the day-time they ſerve 
them for tables: they eat very friendly with 
their mules, and are very good company to- 
gether. 

The Aer by which you go up is very 
ſtrait, and does rather reſemble a ſorry ladder: 
La Sennora de la Caſa receives you with her 
gown tucked up, and her dangling fleeves ; 
ſhe takes time to put on her Sunday cloaths, 
whilſt you get out of your litter : and ſhe 
never omits this; for they are all very poor 
and yain-glorious. You are ſhewed a cham- 
ber, whoſe walls are white enough, hung with 
a thouſand little ſcurvy pictures of ſaints; the 
beds are without curtains, the covertures of 
cotton, the ſheets as large as napkins, and the 
napkins like pocket-handkerchiefs; and you 


- muſt be in ſome conſiderable town to find 


four or five of them; for in other. places there 
are none, no more than there are forks : they 
have only a cup in the houſe; and if the 
mule-drivers get firſt hold of it, which com- 
monly happens, if they pleaſe, (for they are 
ſerved with more reſpe&t than thoſe whom 
they bring) you muſt ftay patiently till they 
have done with it, or drink out of an earthern 
pitcher, Iti is impoſſible to warm one's ſelf at the 

| F:*: - kitchen 
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kitchen fire, without being choaked, for they 
have no chimnies, and it is the ſame in all the 
houſes on the road; there is an hole made in 
the top of the cieling, and the ſmoke goes out 
from thence; the fire is in the middle of the 
kitchen: they put what you would have 
roaſted, on tiles, and when it is well done on 
one fide, they turn the other: when it is 
groſs meat, they faſten it to a ſtring, and ſo 
let it hang on the fire, and turn it with their 
hands; ſo that the ſmoke makes it ſo black, 
that it would turn one's ſtomach to look on 
It. | 
I think there cannot be a better ren-reſenta- 
tion of hell than theſe-ſort of kitchens, and 
the perſons in them; for not to ſpeak of this 
horrible ſmoke, which blinds and choaks one, 
there are a dozen men, and as many women, 
blacker than devils, naſty and flinking like 
ſwine, and clad like beggars. There are 
always ſome of them impudently grating on a 
ſorry guitar, and ſinging like a cat roaſting. 
The women have all of them their hair about 
their ears, and you would take them for Bed- 
lamites ; they have glaſs necklaces, which 
hang twiſted about their necks like ropes of 
onions, but however, ſerve to cover the naſti- 
neſs of their ſkin, They are as great thieves 
as 
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as any that are in priſon, and they are urgent 
to ſerve. you only to have an opportunity of 
ſtealing ſomething from you, though it be but 
a pin. 

Before all things, the miſtreſs of the houſe 
brings you her little children, who are bare- 
headed in the midſt of winter, though but of 
a day old: ſhe makes them touch your cloaths, 
ſhe rubs their eyes with them, their cheeks, 
throat, and hands. This ſeems as if one was 
become a relick, and could heal all diſeaſes. 
Theſe ceremonies being over, you are aſked, 
if you will eat any thing; and though at 
midnight, you muſt ſend to the butchery, the 
market, the tavern, the bakers; in fine, to 
all parts of the town, to gather wherewith to 
make a ſorry meal. For though the mutton 
here be very tender, their way of frying it 
with oil, is not to every one's reliſh. Here 
are great ſtore of partridges, and thoſe very 
large; they are not very fat, but dry; and to 
make them drier, they roaſt them to a coal. 
The pigeons here are excellent; and in ſeve- 
ral places here is good faſh, eſpecially Beſſu- 
goſſes, which have the taſte of a trout, and of 
which they make paſties, which would be 


good, were they not ſtuffed with garlic, ſaffron 


and pepper. Their bread is white enough, 
14 F 3 and 
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and ſweet, that one would think it was made 
up with ſugar; but it is ill wrought, and ſo 
| little baked, that it is as heavy as lead in the 
ſtomach : it has the ſhape of a flat cake, and 
is not much thicker than one's finger. The 
wine is good, and fruits in their ſeaſon, eſpe- 
cially grapes, which are very large, and of 
delicate taſte. You may reckon yourſelf cer- 
-tain of a good deſert, You have ſallads here 
of ſuch good lettuce, 118 the world canned 
afford better, 

Do not think, dear NET it is ſufficient 
to ſay, go fetch ſuch things, to have them; 
for not very ſeldom you can meet with any 
thing: but ſuppoſing you find what you would 
have, you muſt give out your money before- 
hand: ſo that your meat is paid for before you 
have begun to eat it; for the maſter of the 
inn is only allowed to lodge you: they alledge 
for a reaſon, that it is not juſt one perſon only 
ſhould go away with all the profit from tra- 
vellers, it being better the money ſhould be 
diſperſed. | 

You enter not any inn to dine, but carry 
your proviſion with you, and ſtop at the bank 
of ſome river, where the mule-drivers feed 
their mules ; and this is with oats or barley, 
or chopt ſtraw, which they carry with them 

in 
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in great ſacks; for as to hay they give them 
none. It is not allowed a woman to tarry 
above two days in an inn on the road, unleſs 
ſhe can offer good reaſons. And here is 
enough in relation to inns, and the manner of 

your treatment therein. | 
After ſupper, theſe gentlemen played at 
ombre, and I not being ftrong enough to play 
againſt them, I went ſhares with Don Frederic 
de Cardonne ; and Don Fernand drew near 
the fire-ſide to me; he told me, He could 
have wiſhed my time would permit me to paſs 
by Valladolid; that it is the moſt pleaſant 
town of Old Caſtille, it having been for a 
long time the manſion of the Kings of Spain; 
and that they have a palace there fit for them. 
That as to him, he had. relations there that 
would be infinitely pleaſed to entertain me; 
and would ſhew me the Dominicans church, 
which the Dukes of Lerma have founded; 
that it was very ſtately, and the portal of 
fingular beauty, by means of the figures and 
emboſſed work, which enrich it : that in the 
college of the ſame convent, the French ſee 
there, with great ſatisfaction, all the walls full 
of flower-de-Juces : it being ſaid, that a Biſhop 
who depended on the King of France, had 
been at the charge of painting them.” He 
Re added, 
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added, They would have carried me. to the 
nuns of St. Claire, to ſhew me the choir of 
their church, and the tomb of a Caſtillian 
knight, from whence, it is ſaid, there iſſues 
out accents and groans every time any of his 
family are near their deaths.” I ſmiled at this, 
as being doubtful of the truth of ſuch kind of 
relations: You give not credit to what I 
ſay, continued he, neither would I engage for 
the truth of it, though all the country there- 
abouts are ſo fully perſuaded of it, that you 
would be ſuſpected for an heretic ſhould you 
queſtion it. But it is certain there is a bell in 
Arragon, in a ſmall town called Villilla, on 
the Ebre, which is about fifty foot compaſs, 
and it happens ſometimes to ſound of itſelf, 
it not being perceivable to be agitated by any 
winds or. earthquakes: in a word, by no 
viſible thing. It firſt tolls, and afterwards, 
at intervals, rings out, as well in the day as 
the night : when it is heard, it is not doubted 
but it denounces ſome ſad accident: which is 
what happened in 1601, on Thurſday the 
thirteenth of June, to Saturday the fifteenth 
of the ſame month; it ceaſed then to ring, 
but it began again on Corpus Chriſti, when 
they were on the point of making the proceſ- 


ſion. It was heard likewiſe when Alphonſus 
the 
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the Fifth, King of Arragon, went into Italy 
to take poſleflion of the kingdom of Naples. 
It was heard at the death of Charles the Fifth. 
It denoted the departure of Don Sebaſtian,, 
King of Portugal, for Afric. The extremity- 
of King Philip the Second: and the deceaſe. 
of his laſt wife Queen Ann,” Lou would: 
have me to believe you, Don Fernand, ſaid I, 
perhaps I ſhall ſeem too obſtinate in ſtanding. 
out all this while, but. you will agree there 
are matters that one may lawfully doubt of.“ 
„ Nay,. madam, replied he, with a pleaſant 
air, I tell you nothing but what. I can have a 
thouſand witneſſes to-juſtify; but perhaps you 
will ſooner believe Don Eſteve de Carvajal, 
in. a thing as extraordinary in his country.“ 
He at the ſame time called to him, demand- 
ing of him, Whether it were not true, that 
there is in the convent of Carvdoa, a clock, 
which fails not to ring every time that a nun 
is to die; ſo that the time is known to a day?” 
Don Eſteve confirmed what Don Fernand 
ſaid: and though I remained not abſolutely 
convinced, yet I. made a ſhew as if I was, 
Lou paſs ſo quickly through Old Cafe 
tille, continued Don Fernand, that you will 
not have time to ſee what is moſt remarkable: 
the picture of. the bleſſed Virgin is talked of 
RES far 
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far and near, which was found miraculouſſy 
ſtamped on a rock; it belongs to the nuns 
Auguſtines d* Avila, and ſeveral perſons go 
there out of devotion; but one has no leſs 
curioſity to ſee certain mines of ſalt, which 
are near there, in a village called Mengraville; 
you deſcend above two hundred ſteps under 
ground, and then enter into a vaſt cavern, 
formed by nature, whoſe top, or roof, is up- 
held only by one pillar of cryſtaline ſalt, of 
aſtoniſhing largeneſs and color. Near this 
place, in the town of Sorta, you ſee a great 
bridge without a river, and a great river with- 
out a bridge, the river being forced out of its 
place by an earthquake, 

« But if you go as far as Medina del Campo, 
added he, I am ſure the inhabitants will give 
you a welcome entrance,. only becauſe you 
are of the French nation, whom they much 
affect, to diſtinguiſh themſelves hereby from 
their ſentiments of the other Caſtillians: their 
town is ſo privileged, that the King of Spain 
has not the power to create any officers, nor 
the Pope to confer benefices : this right be- 
longs to the townſmen, and they often fall 
together by the ears, in the chooſing of their 
magiſtrates and eccleſiaſtics, 

| One 
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« One of the rarities of this country is the 
aq ueduct of Segovia, which is five leagues in 
length; it has above two hundred arches of 
extraordinary height, though in ſeveral places 
there are two ſtanding one on another ; and it 
is all built on free ſtone, there having been 
no mortar, or any cement to join them : this 
is looked on as one of the Roman works, or 
at leaſt as worthy to be ſo. The river, which 
is at the end of the town, ſurrounds the caſtle, 
and ſerves it for a ditch; it is built on a rock. 
Among ſeveral things remarkable, you ſee 
the effigies of the Kings of Spain, who have 
reigned for ſeveral years: and there is no 
town but Segovia and Seville, where money 
is coined, and the pieces of eight which are 
made at the former places are held to be the 
beſt; and this is by means of the river which 
turns certain mills that ſtamp the money. 
Here are likewiſe moſt curious walks along a 
meadow planted with elm trees, whoſe leaves 
are ſo thick and large, that the greateſt heats 
of the ſun cannot pierce them,” I want 
not curioſity, ſaid I to him, for all things 
which deſerve it ; but I at preſent want time 
to ſee them: however, I ſhould be very glad 
to arrive timely at Burgos, to view the town.” 
« Which is to ſay, madam, replied .Don 
Fey, 1 | Fernand, 
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Fernand, that we muſt loſe your company, 
and let you retire.” 

He gave notice thereof to the other gentle- 
men, who gave over their play, and we 
ſeparated. 

I roſe this morning before day ; and I end 
this letter at Burgos, where I am now arrived: 
Thus, dear couſin, I ſhall ſend you nothing 
of this day, but ſhall take the firſt opportunity 
to acquaint you with what befals me. 

, 
From Burgos, 

Feb. 27. Yours, 


. 


E could ſenſibly perceive in arriving 

at Burgos, that this town is colder 
than any of thoſe we have palled; and it is 
likewiſe ſaid, you have none of thoſe exceflive 
heats which are intolerable in, other parts of 
Spain: the town ſtands where you deſcend 
the mountain, and reaches to the plain as far 
as the river, which waſhes the foot of the 
wall ; the ſtreets are very ſtrait and even: the 
caſtle 
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caſtle is not large, but very ſtrong, and is 
ſeen on the top of the mountain: a little lower 
is the triumphant arch of Fernando Gonſales, 


which the curious do much: admire. This 


town was the firſt that was conquered from 
the Moors; and the Kings of Spain have long 


reſided here; it is the capital of Old Caſtille; 


it holds the firſt rank in the two ſtates of the 
two Caſtilles, although Toledo diſputes it 
with her: you ſee her fine buildings; and 
Velaſco's palace is very ſtately. Here are in 
all the broad ſtreets and ſpacious places, foun- 
tains, with ſtatues, ſome of which are good 


pieces; but the fineſt ſight is the cathedral, 


which is ſo large, that maſs is performed in 
five different places of it, without any diſtur- 
bance to each other: the architecture is ſo 
exquiſitely wrought, that it may paſs among 
the Gothic buildings for a maſter-piece of art: 


and this is ſo much the more remarkable, in 
that they build very badly in Spain: in ſome 


places this is ſo through poverty, and in others 
for want of ftone and lime: I am told, that 
even at Madrid, you fee houſes of earth, and 


the fineſt are made with brick, cemented with 


the ſame, for want of lime, To paſs from _ 
the town to the ſuburbs of Bega, you go over 
three ſtone bridges : the gate which anſwers 

| that 
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that of Santa Maria, ſtands high, with the 

image of the Virgin upon it: this ſuburb con- 

tains the greateſt part of the convents and 
hoſpitals; there is a great one founded by 

Philip the Second, to receive the pilgrims 

which go to St. James, and which entertains 

them for a day. The abbey of Mille Flores, 
whoſe building is very ſtately, is not far diſ- 
tant. You ſee here in this ſuburb ſeveral 
gardens which are watered with fountains and 
pleaſant ſprings ; the river ferves for a channel: 
and you find in a large park incloſed with 
walls, pleaſant walks at all times of the year. 
I would have ſeen the crucifix in the Au- 
guſtines convent; it is placed in a chapel of 
the cloiſter, large and dark enough, ſo that 
you could hardly diſcern it, were it not for 
the lamps, which are continually burning, 
there are above an hundred ; ſome are of gold, 
and others of ſilver, of ſo extraordinary a ſize, 
that they cover all the vault of this chapel : 
there are ſixty ſilver candleſticks of a length, 

_ exceeding the talleſt man, and ſo heavy, that 
two men cannot lift them: they ſtand on the | 
ground, on both ſides of the altar; thoſe |} 
which are upon it are of maſſy gold: you ſee 
between them two croſſes of the ſame, ſet out 
with precious ſtones, and crowns hanging 

Over 
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over the altar, adorned with pearls and dia- 
monds of great luſtre: the chapel is hung 
with tapeſtry, wrought with gold; it is ſo 
laden with rich gifts, that there is hardly 
room to put them in, fa that Lk are hoſe 
in the treaſury. 

The holy crucifix ſtands on the altar, near 
the natural ſize, it is covered with three cur- 
tains one on another, all embroidered with 
pearls and diamonds : when they open them, 
which is not done without great ceremony, 
and for perſons of quality, ſeveral bells are 
rung, every one fall on their knees; and it 
muſt be granted, that this place and ſight 
ſtrikes one with an awful regard : the cruci- 
fix is of carved work, and cannot be better 
made; its carnation is very natural; it is co- 
vered from the breaſts to the feet with a 
fine linen, in ſeveral folds or plaits, which 
makes it look like a looſe jerkin, and in ard 
opinion is not very agreeable. 

It is commonly faid, that Nicodemus' made 
this crucifix, but thoſe who are for making 
every thing miraculous, will inſiſt that it was 
brought down from heaven, they know not 
how nor when. TI was told, certain monks 
of this town had once ftole it, and conveyed 
it away; but it took a convenient time to 

give 
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give them the ſlip, and was found the next. 
morning in the chapel, in its uſual place: 
theſe honeſt people being enraged, that it 
ſhould ſerve them ſuch a trick, muſtered up 
their forces, and violently laid hands on it a 
ſecond time, but to as little purpoſe ; for it 
would. by no means ſtay with them : however, 
it works miracles, and this is one of the chief 
objects of devotion. in Spain: the religious 
tell you, it ſweats every Friday. 

I was going into my inn, when. we ſaw the 
Sieur de Cardonne's valet de cambre, running 
as faſt as he could aſter. us; he was booted, 
and three friars haſting after him : I was over 
raſh in my judgment, for I could not but 
think he had ſtole ſomething in this rich cha- 
pel, and was taken in the ſact; but his maſ- 
ter, who was with me, on my aſking of him 
what put him on ſuch full ſpeed, told me that 
he went into the chapel of the holy crucifix 
with his ſpurs on, and the friars had kept him 
in. cuſtody,. to get money of him, but that 
he was gotten out of their clutches, and they 
were now upon the hunt for him, They 
make it a forfeit, as is cuſtomary, for-a man 
to-go with ſpurs into theſe holy places, 

The town is not very great; it is adorned 
with. a ſpacious building; here are high pil- 
lars 
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lars which bear up very fine lodgings. The 
bull-feaſts are kept here, for the people are 
much delighted with this ſort of diver- 
ſion. There is alſo a very well- built bridge, 
long and large, and the river which paſles 
under it bathes a meadow, on the bank of 
which you ſee a great number of trees, that 
form a moſt delightful walk. Trade was for- 
merly very conſiderable, but is of late much 
_ diminiſhed, The beſt Caſtillian is here ſpoken, 
and the men are naturally ſoldiers, ſo that 
when the King has need of them, he finds a 
great number, and better men than. elſe- 
where, He SORT | 
After ſupper our company ſet to play, as 
before: Don Sancho Sanniento was for yield- 
ing his place to any one, pretending it was 
his right toentertain me this evening. I knew 
he had lately returned from Sicily, and aſked 
him whether he had been one of thoſe who 
had helped to chaſtiſe thoſe rebellious people? 
&« Alas! madam, ſaid he, the Marquis de los 
Navas was ſufficient to puniſh them beyond 
what their crime deſerved. I was at Naples, 
and deſigned to paſs into Flanders, where I 
| have relations of the ſame name. The Mar- 
quis de los Veles, Vice-Roy of Naples, en- 
gaged me to leave my firſt project, and em- 


bark 
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bark myſelf with the Marquis de los Navas, 
whom the King ſent into Sicily: we ſet ſail 
in two veſſels of Majorca, and arrived at Meſ- 
ſina the fixth of January. Having ſent no 
notice of his coming, and nobody expecting 
it, he was not received with the honors paid 
commonly to the Vice-Roys : but in truth, 
his intentions were ſo cruel againſt theſe poor 
people, that his entrance ſhould have been 
made 1n tears. 

«© Scarcely was he arrived, but he confined 
the two ſheriffs in priſon, named Vicenzo 
Zuffo, and Don Diego: he put Spaniards in 
their places ; he rigorouſly aboliſhed the col- 
lege of Knights of the Star, and began to exe- 
cute the orders which Gonzaga had long re- 
ceived, and which he had eluded through fa- 
vor or weakneſs. He immediately publiſhed 
an order, by which the King changed all the 
form of government of Meſſina, deprived the 
town of its revenues, forbad its bearing for 
the future the glorious title of Exemplary, 
diſſolved the ſenate, and put into the place of 
ſix ſheriffs, ſix officers, two of which ſhould 
be Spaniards ; that theſe officers ſhould not 
for the time to come appear in public with 
their formalities ; that they ſhould no more be 
preceded by drums and trumpets, ride no 

| more 
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more together in a coach with four horſes, as 
they formerly did; that they ſhould hencefor- 
ward ſit on a plain bench; ſhould have no more 
incenſe offered them in the churches; to go 
cloathed after the Spaniſh faſhion; ſhould 
aſſemble on public affairs in a chamber of the 
Vice-Roy's palace ; and to have no longer 
any juriſdiction on the champion country. 

«© Every one was ſeized with ſuch conſter- 
pation, as if he had been thunder-ſtruck ; but 
their forrow was much increaſed on the fifth 
of the ſame month, when the Camp Maſter 
General went to the town-houſe, and ſeized 
all their charters, and original copies of their 
privileges, and cauſed them to be burnt pub» 
licly by the hands of the common hangman, 
The Prince de Condro was afterwards appre- 
hended, to the grief of his family, but par- 
ticularly the Princeſs Elenora, his ſiſter, whoſe 
tears were not ſhed alone: this Princeſs is not 
above eighteen ; her beauty and wit are mira- 
culous, which aſtoniſh thoſe ahout her.” 
Don Sancho ſeemed greatly affected at the 
remembrance of this Princeſs, -and I plainly 
perceived pity had not all the ſhare in what he 
aid; het he continued on his diſcourſe to me 
of Meſſina. | 
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«© The Vice-Roy, added he, publiſhed an 
order, by which all the citizens were enjoined, 
under the penalty of ten years impriſonment, 
and five thouſand crowns fine, to bring their 
arms into his palace, He at the ſame time 
cauſed the great bell in the town-houſe to be 
taken down, and beaten to pieces in their 
ſight : he ordered all the bells in the cathe- 
dral to be melted, to make a ſtatue of the 
King of Spain, And the Prince of Condro's 
children were taken into cuſtody : but their 
fear increaſed, when the Vice-Roy ordered 
Don Vicenzo Zuffo's head to be cut off. This 
example of ſeverity alarmed all the people, 
and what appeared moſt terrible, was, that 
in the late troubles, ſome families of Meſſi- 
nois having withdrawn themſelves into ſeveral 
parts, the Marquis de Liche, the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador at Rome, adviſed them, as a 
friend, to return into their own country, 
aſſuring them that all was quiet, and that a 
general pardon was already publiſhed ; and for 
their greater aſſurance, gave them paſſports. 
Theſe poor people (who had not taken up 
arms, and not being of the number of re- 
volters, knowing their innocency, could never 
Tee they ſhould have been treated as cri- 

minals), 
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minals) returned to Meſſina; where they had 
ſcarcely landed, but the joy they had of ſeeing 
themſelves in their native country, and in the 
midſt of their friends, was ſadly diſturbed; 
they were ſeized on, and the next morning, 
without any humanity, or regard to ſex or 
age, by the Vice-Roy's order, all hanged. 
He afterwards ſent to demoliſh the great tower 
of Palermo; and the principal citizens of it, 
remonſtrating againſt the exceſſive impuſitions 
on corn, ſilks, and other commodities, the 
Marquis de los Navas ſent them all to the 
gallies, without being moved by the tears of 
their wives, and the need ſo many poor chil- 
dren might have of their fathers. 

„ muſt acknowledge, continued Don 
Sancho, that my nature is ſo averſe to the 
rigors every day exerciſed on theſe poor peo- 
ple, that I could not for all the world remain 
any longer at Meſſina. The Marquis de los 
Navas was for {ending to Madrid to inform 
the King of what he had done. I intreated 
him to charge me with his commiſſion ; and 
in effect he conſented, and gave me his letters, 
which I have delivered to the King at Ma- 
drid; and at the ſame time my interceſſions 
for the Prince de Condro: and I preſume my 
good offices will not be wholly uſcleſs to him.” 

« I am 


rr 
& J am perſuaded, ſaid I to him, this was the 
principal motive of your journey: I am no 
buſy body, but methinks you are greatly con- 
cerned for the intereſt of this family.” „It 
is true, madam, continued he, the injuſtice 
done this unfortunate Prince does ſenſibly af- 
fect me.” © Were he not brother to the 
Princeſs Elenora, ſaid I to him, perhaps you 
would not ſo much lay it to heart, But no 
more of this; I perceive this remembrance 
afllits you. Pray let me rather hear from you 
what is moſt remarkable in your country.” 
« Ah! madam, cried he, you now inſult me, 
for you muit certainly know that Galicia is 
ſo poor and mean a country, that there is no 
room for bragging; not but that the town 
of St. James de Compoſtella is conſiderable 
enough: it is the capital of the province, and 
ſcarce one in Spain that is ſuperior to it in 
riches and greatneſs : its Archbiſhoprick is 
worth ſeventy thouſand crowns a year, and 
the chapter has as much; it ſtands in an 
agreeable plain, ſurrounded with little hills of 
moderate height; and it ſeems as if nature 
had placed them there to defend the town from 
| thoſe deadly blaſts which ariſe from other 
2's mountains. Here is an univerſity, fine palaces, 
14 ſtately churches, public places, and an hoſ- 
| 2 pital, 
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pital, one of the moſt conſiderable and beſt 
ſerved in Europe. It conſiſts of two courts 
of extraordinary greatneſs, with fountains in 
the middle. Several knights of St. James 
live in this town, and the metropolis, which 
is dedicated to this ſaint, keeps his body : it 
is extream ſtately, and prodigiouſly rich. They 
pretend you may hear a kind of clattering at 
his tomb, as if arms were truck one againſt 
another ; and this noiſe is only heard when 
the Spaniards are to undergo any great loſs. 
His figure is repreſented on the altar, and the 
pilgrims tkree times kiſs it, and put their hats 
on his head; for this is the chief part of the 
ceremony: they have alſo another very ſingu- 
lar one, they aſcend the top of -the church, 
which is covered with great flat ſtones ; in 
this place ſtands a croſs of iron, whereon the 
pilgrims are ever faſtening ſome rag or ſcrap 
of what they wear : they paſs under this croſs 
by ſo ſmall a paſſage, that they are forced to 
crawl on their bellies to get through it, ſo 
that thoſe who are not ſlender are in danger 
of burſting. And there have been ſome ſo 
ridiculous and ſuperſtitious, that becauſe 
they omitted doing this, have abſolutely re- 
turned back again; for you ſee here pilgrims 
of all nations, Here is a French chapel, of 

which 
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which great care is taken ; it is ſaid the Kingy 
of France have been always great benefactors 
to it, The church which is under ground is 


| better than that above, there are ſtately tombs, 


and epitaphs of great antiquity, which exer- 
Ciſe the wits of travellers. The archiepiſcopal 
palace is a vaſt pile, and its antiquity adds'to 
its beauty, inſtead of diminiſhing it. A gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance, a great ſearcher 
into etymologies, aſſured me that the town of 
Compoſtella was ſo called, becauſe St. James 
was to ſuffer martyrdom in the place where 
he ſhould ſee a ſtar appear at Compoſtella. It 
Is true, continued he, that ſome pretend it to 
be ſo; but the people's credulity and ſuper- 
ſition carries them further; for you are ſhewn 
at Padron near Compoſtella, an hallow ſtone, 
and they pretend this was the little boat in 
which St. James arrived, after he had gone 
through ſo many ſeas in it, and being of ſtone, 
muſt have, without a "—_ miracle, ſunk to 
the bottom.” 

« I ſuppoſe, ſaid I to him, you believe this 
to be moſt true.” He ſmiled and continued 
his diſcourſe: «+ I cannot but give you the 
deſcription of our militia, They are called. 
together every year in the month of October, 
and all the young men, from the age of fif- 
£51 teen, 
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teen, are obliged to march; for ſhould it 
happen that a father, or any other relation 
ſhauld conceal his ſon or kinſman, and thoſe 
who are officers ſhould come to know it, they 
would condemn him who has ſo offended, to 
perpetual impriſonment. There have been 
| ſome examples of this, but they are very rare; 
for the peaſants are ſo infinitely pleaſed to ſee 
themſelves armed, and treated as Cavalierss & 
des Nobles Saldados del Rey, that they would not 
upon any conſideration be wanting to ſhew 
themſelves on this occaſion. You ſhall ſel- 
dom ſee in an whole regiment any ſoldier that 
has more ſhirts than that on his back; and 
the ſtuff they wear ſeems for its coarſeneſs to 
be made of packthread : their ſhoes are made 
of cord; they wear no ſtockings, yet every 
man has his peacock, or dunghill-cock's fea- 
ther in his cap, which is tied up behind, with 
a rag about his neck in form of a ruff; their 
ſwords oftentimes hang by their ſides tied with 
a bit of cord, and without any ſcabbard ; the 
reſt of their arms is ſeldom in better order : 
and in this equipage they march gravely to 
Tuy, where is the general rendezvous, it be- 
ing a frontier town to Portugal. There are 
three places which lie thus, the above-men- 
tioned, Cindud-Rodrigo, and Badajor, but 

Vor. I. G Tuy 
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Tuy is the beſt guarded, becauſe it is oppo- 
ſite Valantia, a conſiderable town belonging 
to the King of Portugal, and which has been 
carefully. fortified : theſe two towns are ſo 
near, that their cannon will reach each other ; 
and if the Portugueſe have omitted nothing 
to put Valantia out of danger of being in- 
fulted, the Spaniards pretend Tuy is in as 
good a condition to defend itſelf, It ſtands 
on a hill, whoſe lower part is waſhed by the 
river Minhio; it has good ramparts, ſtrong 
walls, and good ſtore of artillery. It is here, 
I ſay, where theſe our champions bid defiance 
to the King's enemies, and in a ſtrutting bra» 
very, declare, they do not fear them. Per- 
haps ſomething of this may happen in time, 
for there are ſome troops formed here, as in 
other parts of Spain, However, this is 2 
great loſs to' the kingdom, the whole of the 
youth being thus taken up; for the lands in 


general lie quite uncultivated, and on the fide 


of St. James de Compoſtella, you would think 
you ſaw a wilderneſs ; on that of the ocean, 
the country being better and more peopled, 
yields great. profit, and all things neceſlary 
and convenient, as oranges, lemons, and 
pomgranates, ſeveral ſorts of fruits, and ex- 
— ſiſh, eſpecially ** more delicate 

tzhan 
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than thoſe which come from Royan to Bour- 
deaux. 
„ One of the moſt remarkable things, in 
my mind, in this kingdom, is the town of 
Doienſe, one part of which always enjoys the 
ſweetneſs of the ſpring, and the fruits of au- 
tumn, by reaſon of ſeveral ſprings of boiling 
water, which warm the air by their exhala- 
tions; whilft the other part of this town ſuf- 
fers the ſeverity of the longeſt winters, ſtand- 
ing as it does at the bottom of a very cold 
mountain; ſo that you find in the ſpace of 
one only ſeaſon, * thoſe which compoſe the 
courſe of the year.“ 

« You ſay nothing, replied I to him, of 
the marvellous fountain, called Louzano.“ 
«©. Who has told you of it, madam,” anſwer- 
ed he. Perſons that have ſeen it,“ added 
I. © You have been then told, continued 
he, that you find this fountain at the ſource 
of the river Lours ; which has flux and reflux 
as the ſea, though it be at twenty leagues 
diſtance from it ; that the greater the heats 
are, the more water it caſts, that this water 
is ſometimes cold as ice, and ſometimes as hot 
as if it boiled, there being no natural cauſe 
to be given for it.” © You tell me parti- 
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culars I was ignorant of, ſaid I to him, and 
this is doing me a great pleaſure, for I want 
not curioſity in relation to things uncommon.” 
« ] wiſh, replied he, it was not ſo late, I 
would give you an accounc of ſeveral rariti:s 
In Spain, and which perhaps you would gladly 
learn.“ I will leave you for to night, ſaid 
I to him, but I hope before we come to Ma- 
drid, we ſhall bave an opportunity of diſ- 
courſing of them. He very civilly made me 
a promiſe ; and the play being ended, we bad 
one another good night, 
When I was going to reſt, I was led into 
a gallery full of beds, as you ſee in hoſpitals : 
I told them this was ridiculous, and that 
as I wanted only four, I aſked them what 
occaſion there was for ſhewing me forty, and 
to put me into ſuch an open place to ſtarve 
me ? they anſwered that it was the beſt place in 
the . houſe, and I muſt take up with it. I 
cauſed my bed to be made, when ſcarce was 
I laid down, but ſomebody knocked ſoftly at 
my door ; my women opened it, and remain- 
ed much ſurprized to ſee the maſter and miſ- 
treſs followed by a dozen of ill looking crea- 
tures, and fo cloathed that they were half 
naked. I drew my curtain at the noiſe they 
made, and opened my eyes to look upon 
this 
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this noble company. The miſtreſs drew 
near to me and told me, theſe were honeſt 
_ travellers, who were coming into the beds 
which remained empty. How! lie here? 
faid I, I believe you have loſt your ſenſes.” 
& T muſt have loſt them indeed, replied ſhe, 
were I to let ſo many beds ſtand empty. Ei- 
ther, madam, you muſt pay for them, or theſe 
honeſt gentlemen muſt lye in them.” I can- 
not expreſs my rage to you; I was in the 
mind to fend for D. Fernand and my Knights, 
who would have ſooner made them paſs 
through the windows than through the doors : 
but J conſidered this could not be done with- 
out ſome diſturbance, and therefore I came to 
terms; and agreed to pay twenty-pence for 
each bed. They are hardly dearer at Fon- 
tainbleau when the court is there. Theſe | 
iHuſtrious Dons, or, to ſpeak more proper, 
Tatterdemalions, who had the inſolence to 
come into my room, immediately withdrew, 
having made me ſeveral . reve - 
rences. | 
The next morning I ate I ſhould have 
burſt myſelf with laughter, though it was at 
my own coſt, when I diſcovered my hofteſs's 
trick to ruin me: for you muſt know in the 
farſt pl ace, chat theſe pretended travellers were 
G 3 theic 


aſcended my litter. I bad not got far from 
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their neighbours, and that they are accuſtom- 
ed to this ſtratagem when they ſee ſtrangers: 


but when I would have reckoned the beds to 


pay for them, they were rolled all together in 
the midſt of the gallery ; there were a num- 
ber of bags of ſtraw pulled out, which were 
hardly good enough to entertain dogs, yet I 
was obliged to pay twenty-pence for each of 
them; however, four piſtoles ended our diſ- 
pute. I was not capable of putting myſelf 
in a paſſion, ſuch ſingularity I found in this 
management. I ſhould not have recounted 
this little accident to you, did it not ſerve to 
give you ſome inſight into the humor of this 
nation, 

We ſet out from Burgos very late, the road 
was fo bad, and there had fell in the night 


| ſuch a great quantity of rain, that I ſtopped 
there as long as I could, in expectation of its 


ceaſing ;z at laſt I came to a reſolution, and 


the town before I repented of my leaving it ; 


no track could be ſeen, eſpecially on a very 
high ſteep mountain, over which we muſt 


neceſſarily paſs. One of our mule-drivers, 
who went before, ſtruck too far on the edge 
of this mountain, ſo that he fell with his 


"—_ into a kind of Rig where he broke 
his 


FROM SPAIN. 123 


bis head and disjointed his arm; he being the 
famous Philip de St. Baſtian, the moſt intelli- 
gent of-all his profeſſion, and who commonly 
carries perſons of quality to Madrid, he was 
therefore much bemoaned ; and we remained 
ſome time before we could get him out. from 
the place where he had fallen, Don Fernand 
was ſo compaſſonate as to let him have his 
litter, The night came ſpeedily on us, and 
we might have comforted ourſelves, could we 
have returned to Burgos, but it was impoſſi- 
ble, the ways were no leſs covered with ſnow 
on that ſide, than all the reſt; ſo that we put 
in at Madrigaleſco, which had not above a 
. dozen houſes, and J may ſay we were beſieged 
without having any enemies, This adventure 
gave us ſome - diſturbance, - though we had 
brought proviſions with way days, 
The beſt houſe of the town was half unco- 
vered ; and I was ſcarce lodged there, when 
a venerable old man aſked for me, on the part 
of a lady who was juſt arrived : he paid me 
a compliment, and told me he was informed 
that this was the only place where there was 
any tolerable entertainment; and therefore 
intreated me to ſpare her ſome room. He 
added, ſhe was a perſon of quality of Anda- 

G4 luſia, 
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luſia, was lately a widow, and that he had 
the honor to belong to her. 
One of our knights, named Don Eſteve de 
Carvajal, who is of the ſame country, failed 
not to demand her name of the old gentle- 
man: he told him ſhe was the Marchioneſs 
de los Rios. At the mention of this name 
he turned towards me, and ſpoke to me of 
her as of a perſon whoſe merit and for- 
tune were very conſiderable, I readily ac- 
cepted of this good company; ſhe immedi- 
ately came in her litter, out of which ſhe had 
not deſcended, having found no houſe where 
ſhe could abide. 
Her dreſs ſeemed to me very ſingular; 
had- ſhe not been ſo very handſome, ſhe 
could never have appeared in any degree tole- 
rable : her gown and petticoat were of black 
ſerge, and over them a kind of linen ſurplice, 
which reached down lower than her knees ; 
the ſleeves were long, and ftrait in the arms, 
which hung over her hands: this ſurplice was 
faſtened to her gown, and being not plaited 
behind, it ſeemed like a bib : ſhe wore on her 
head a piece of muſlin, which covered her 
face, and one would have taken it for a nun's 
| hood; this covered her neck and reached down 


very 
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very low. There appeared no hair upon her 

head, it being all hid under this muſlin: 
ſhe wore a great mantle of black taffaty, 
which covered her heels, and over this man- 
tle ſhe had an hat, whoſe brims were very 
large, faſtened under her chin with filken 
twiſt, I was told they wear this _ when 
they travel. 

This is the habit of the widows and 2 
nas, a dreſs which is inſupportable to my 
fight ; and were I to meet with a woman in 
the night thus cloathed, I might be ſtartled 
without reproach; yet the lady was very 
beautiful in this unſeemly dreſs. Fhey never 
leave it unleſs. they marry ; and they are 
obliged to bewail the death of an huſband, 
whom they could not endure when living. 

I was informed they paſs the firſt year of 
their mourning in a chamber hung with black, 
wherein there is not the leaſt glimmering of 
day-light to be ſeen; they ſet croſs-legged on 
a little Holland quilt. When this year is 
ended, they retire into a chamber hung with 
grey: they muſt have neither pictures, look- 
_ ing-glaſſes, cabinets, fine tables, plate, nor 
- muſt they have any diamonds, or wear any 
colors-; however modeſt they are, they muſt 
hive ſo retired, that it muſt ſeem as though 
G5 their 
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their ſoul was already in the other world. 
This conſtraint is the cauſe that ſeveral la- 
dies who are wealthy, and eſpecially in rich 
houſhold goods, marry again to have the ſa- 
tis faction of making uſe of them. 

After the firſt compliments, I was informed 
by this mournful widow where ſhe was going; 
ſhe told me that ſhe had not for a long time 
| ſeen a friend of her mother's, who was a nun 

at Laſhuelgas de Burgos, which is a famous 
nunnery, wherein there is an hundred and 
hſty nuns, moſt of them the daughters of 
Princes, Dukes, and Titulados. She added, 
that the abbeſs is lady of fourteen large 
towns, and above fifty other places, wherein 
ſhe chooſes governors and magiſtrates ; that 
ſhe is ſuperior of ſeventeen convents ; col- 
lates to ſeveral benefices, and diſpoſes of 
twelve commanderſhips in favor of whom ſhe 
pleaſes. She likewiſe told me that ſhe deſigned 
to paſs ſome time in this monattery : Can 
yon, madam, ſaid I to her, accuſtom yourſelf 
to ſo retired a life as is that of a convent ?“ 
It will he no hard matter, anſwered ſhe, 
for I believe 1 ſes fewer people at my own 
houſe than I ſhall ſee there; and in effect 
theſe nuns have liberty enough : they are 
commonly the handſomeſt young women of 

the 
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the family who are there; theſe enter there 
ſo young, that they know not what they are 
made to leave, nor what they undertake at 
the age of ſix or ſeven, and it may be ſooner. 
They are cauſed to make vows, when it is 
often the father or mother, or ſome near rela- 
tion, who pronounces thoſe vows for them, 
while the little ſacrifice is pleaſing herſelf 
with ſugar-plumbs, and lets them dreſs her 
in. what manner they will : yet the bargain 
holds, there is no unſaying it ; however, they 
have every thing which can be expected in 
their condition. | ; 
„There are at Madrid ſome whom they 
call the ladies of St. James: they are properly 
canonneſſes, who make their trials like the 
knights of this order; they bear like them 
a ſword, made in form of a croſs, embroi- 
dered with crimſon filk ; they have them on 
their ſcapularies and great cloaks, which are 
white: the houſe of theſe ladies is very ſtately ; | 
all who come to viſit them enter without any 
difficulty; their apartments are very fine, and 
equally as well- furniſhed as if they were at 
large in the world ; they enjoy great penſions, 
and each of them has three or four women to 
wait on them, It is true, they never ſtir 
out, nor ſee their neareſt relations, but 
through 
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through ſeveral grates. This perhaps would 


look hortid in another country, but in Spain 
they are ccuſtomed to confinement. 


1 There are convents where the nuns fee 
W more cavaliers than the women who live at 
1 large, neither are they leſs gallant; it is im- 
| ir _ poſſible for any to have more gaiety than they, 
1 and, as I have already told you, madam, here 
; | 1 are more beauties than are ſeen abroad; but it 
: | 1 muſt be granted, there are ſeveral among them 


1 | who are deeply ſenſible at their having been ſo 
W ſoon ſacrificed; they think of the pleaſures which 
tbey have never taſted, as the only ones which 
can make this life happy. They paſs their's 
in a condition worthy of compaſſion, always 
telling you, they are there by force; and 
{ that the vows they are made to repeat at the 
_ age of five or ſix years are to be regarded like 
children's plays.” 
© Madam, faid I to her, it would have 
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i}. been a great pity, had your relations deſigned 
1 you for ſuch a life; and one may judge, in 

I beholding you, that all the beautiful Spaniſh 

| 15 | ladies are not nuns.” Alas | madam, ſaid ' 
; „ ſhe, (fetching a deep ſigh) I know not what 
| [i \ I would be; it ſeems I am of a very odd hu- 
It: mor, not to be contented with my fortune : 
1 3 but one has ſometimes uneaſineſſes which are 
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unaccountable to reaſon.“ In ending theſe 
words, ſhe fixed her eyes to the ground, and 
fell into ſuch a deep fit of muſing, that I 
could eaſily perceive ſomething extraordinary 
diſturbed her. Sh. 

W hatever curioſity I had to know the ſub- 
jet, we had been ſo little together, that f 
dared not deſire to be her confident ; but to 
draw her from the melancholy. poſture ſhe 
was in, I intreated her to tell me ſome news 
of the court of Spain, ſeeing ſhe came from 
Madrid. She did what ſhe could to recover 
herſelf, and then told me, * that there were 
great rejoicings at court on the Queen's birth- 
day: that the King had ſent one of the gen - 
tlemen of his chamber to Toledo, to com- 
pliment her from him: yet thefe fine ap- 
pearances hindered not the Marquis de Man- 
ſera, the Queen-mother's Major Domo, from 
receiving orders to retire twenty leagues from 
the court, which had greatly mortified this 
princeſs, She further informed us, that the 
fleet with troops to Galicia was unhappily 
caſt away on the coaſts of Portugal. That 
the little Dutcheſs de Terra Nova, was to 
eſpouſe Don Nicolo Pignatelli, Prince de 
Monteleon, her uncle. That the Marquis de 
Laganez had refuſed the Vice-royalty of 

N Sardagne, 
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Sardagne, being in love with a fine lady, 


whom he could not find in his heart to leave. 
That Don Carlos de Omodei, Marquis d' Al- 
manazid was dangerouſly ill, at his diſap- 

pointment of being admitted a grandee of - 


Spain, to which he pretended, having married 


the heireſs of the houſe, and grandeurſhip of 
Caſtle Rodrigue; and that which moſt ſen- 


ſibly afflicted bim, was, that Don Ariel de 


Guſman, this lady's firſt huſband, had en- 
joyed that honor; fo that he could not but 
look on the difficulties thrown in his way as 


a a lighting of his perſon.” In truth, ma- 


dam, faid I to her, I can hardly comprehend 


how a man of ſenſe can with ſuch eagerneſs 


purſue, and be ſo greatly dejected at a diſap- 
pointment of this nature. We are other- 
wiſe affected in Spain, replied the beautiful 
widow, and this inſtance is a proof of it.“ 
Don Frederic de Cardone, who greatly 
intereſted himſelf for the Duke de Medina 


Ceti, aſked her concerning him. The 


King, ſaid ſhe, has lately made him preſident 
of the Indies. The Queen-mother has wrote 
to the King, on the report which is ſpread, 


that he is about marrying ; that ſhe is ſur- 
_ prized things are already gone ſo far, and he 
- has not acquainted her with them, She adds 


In 
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in her letter, that ſhe would have him in the 
mean time, whilſt all things were getting 
ready for this ceremony, to make a journey 
to Catalonia and Arragon. That Don John 
of Auſtria ſufficiently underſtands the neceſ- 
ſity of this, and he preſſes the King to depart, 
to content theſe people, in promiſing by oath, 
according as is cuſtomary to new Kings, to 
maintain all their ancient privileges.” Have 
then, madam, (ſaid I, interrupting her} 
the Arragonois any other privileges than 
the Caſtillians?“ „ Very particular ones, re- 
plied ſhe, and you being a ſtranger, I believe 
you will be willing to let me inform you of 
them. 

«© The daughter of Count Julien, named 
Cava, was one of the moſt beautiful ladies 
in the world: King Rodrigue became ſo paſ- 
ſionately in love with her, that his affections 
knowing no bounds, tranſported him beyond 
all meaſure. The father, who was then in 
Africa, informed of the Outrage done to his 
daughter, who breathed nothing but revenge, 
treated with the Moors, and ſupplied them 
with the means to enter into Spain *, and to 


| „ This happened in 714, after the battle of St. Martin, 
wherein Don Rodrigue loſt his life; others fay he fled ! into 
2 and died in a town there called Viſei. 
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make there, for ſundry ages, all thoſe ravages 
ſet forth at large in hiſtory. 

« The Arragonois were the firſt who ſhook 
off the yoke of theſe barbarians ; and finding 
no more princes of the race of the Gothiſh 


Kings among them, they agreed to elect one, 


and caſt their eyes on a lord of the country, 
called Garci Ximinez ; but they being maſ- 
ters, to impoſe laws on him, and finding him- 
felf- ſufficiently happy that he might rule over 
them under any condition, theſe people; 
therefore confined him within narrow 
bounds. 

They agreed, that as ſoon as their mo- 
narch ſhould break through any of their laws, 
he ſhould immediately forfeit his power, and 
they be at full liberty to chooſe another; 
though he were a Pagan : and to prevent him 
from violating their privileges, and to defend 
themſelves againſt him, they eſtabliſhed a 
ſovereign magiſtrate, whom they call tlfe 
Tuftitia, whoſe office was to obſerve the con- 
duct of the King, the Judges, and the Peo-— 
ple; but the power of a ſovereign being 
likely to awe a meer particular, in order to 
encourage the Juſticia in the execution of his 
office, they ordered, that he might not ſuffer 


either in his perſon or goods, but by a com- 
| pleat. 
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pleat aſſembly of the ſtates, which oy call 
Las Cortes. 
„They moreover provided, That if the 
King ſhould oppreſs any one of his ſubjects, 
the great and conſiderable men of the kingdom 
might aſſemble themſelves, and hinder his 
receiving any of his revenues, till the inno- 
cent was acquitted, and re-eſtabliſhed in his 
former rights. And to make Garci Ximinez 
timely ſenſible of the power this man had over 
him, they ſet him on a kind of a throne, and 
made the King to kneel down bare-headed 
before him, to receive from him his oath of 
keeping their privileges. This ceremony 
ended, they acknowledged him their ſovereign, 
but in as odd as diſreſpetful a manner, for 
inſtead of promiſing him fidelity and obedience, 
they ſay to him, We, who are as good men 
as yourſelf, make you our King and Gover- 
nor, on condition you preſerve to us our 
rights and properties, otherwiſe we do not 
acknowledge you.” 
The King, Don Pedro, in proceſs of time, 
. coming to the crown, diſliked this cuſtom, as 
unworthy of the regal ſtate; and it ſo greatly 
diſguſted him, that by his authority and in- 
treaties, and' the offers he made of beſtowing 


ſeveral notable privileges on the kingdom, he 
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procured the aboliſhment of this, in an aſſem- 
bly of the ſtates :, he got this general conſent 
in writing, which was repreſented to him, 
As ſoon as he had the parchment, he drew 
out his dagger, and pierced his hand with it, 
ſaying, It was fit a law, which gave ſub- 
jects the liberty of chooſing their ſovereign, 
ſhould be effaced with their ſovereign's blood.“ 
His ſtatue is fill ſeen in the deputation-hall 
of Saragoſſa: he holds a dagger in one hand, 


and the charter in the other. The late Kings 


have not been ſuch religious obſervers of their 
privileges as the firſt, 

6 But there is a law ſtill in force, and which 
is very ſingular, and this they call, The law 
of manifeſtation; which is, that if an Arra- 
gonois had wrong done him in judgment, in 
eonſigning five hundred crowns, he may bring 
his cauſe before the Juſtitia, who is obliged, 
after an exact inquiſition, to puniſh him who 
has given a wrong ſentence : and if he fails 
therein, the oppreſſed perſon may have recourſe 
to the ſtates of the kingdom, who aſſemble 
and nominate five perſons of their body, which 
is to fay, of the prime nobility, the eceleſiaſ- 
tics, the gentry and commonalty : they appoint 


three out of the firſt rank, and two from each 


of the others. But it is obſervable, that they = 
| chooſe 
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chooſe the moſt ignorant to judge the moſt 
able men in the gown, whether to diſgrace 
them the more for their fault, or as they al- 
ledge, That juſtice ſhould be fo clear, that 
the very ploughmen, and thoſe who underſtand 
the leaſt, ſhou!d diſcern it without the help of 


oratory. It is likewiſe affirmed, that the 


zudges tremble when they pronounce a ſen- 
tence, fearing it ſhould turn againſt them- 
ſelves, to the loſs of their lives or eſtates, 
ſhould they commit the leaſt fault therein, 
either wilfully, or through inadverteney. It 


were well if this cuſtom were obſerved in all 


kingdoms: but this is rather to be wiſhed 
than expected. - 

Vet what is no leſs peak is, that juſtice 
remains always ſovereign ; and though the 
unjuſt judge be puniſhed ſeverely for his wrong 
decree, yet it ſubliſts in its full force, and is 
fully executed: if then any unhappy wretch 
be ſentenced to death, he is not ſpared, though 
his innocency be diſcovered, and made as clear 
as noon-day, but his judges are likewiſe exe- 
cuted before his face ; which, in my mind, is 
a poor conſolation. If the judge accuſed has 
juſtly petformed his office, the plaintiff leaves 


the five hundred crowns which he had con- 


ſigned. But were he to loſe an hundred 
py PE” thouſand 
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thouſand crowns of annual revenue, by the 
fentence he complains of, the ſentence or de- 


cree remains good, and the Juſtitia is only 


condemned to pay him likewiſe five hundred 


_ crowns; the reſt of this judge's. eftate is for- 


feited to the King: which is, in my opinion, 
another point of injuſtice; for in fine, he 
ought, above all others, to have recompence 
made him, who ſuffers by a wrong ſentence, 
5 'Theſe ſame people have another cuſtom, 
to diſtinguiſh by the puniſhment the crime 
committed : for example, a cavalier, who has 
killed another in a duet (for duels here are 
ſtrictly forbid,) he has his head eut off before; 
and he that has aſſaſſinated, has his head cur 
off behind. This is to diſtinguiſh him who 
has behaved like a brave man, from him thar - 
kills you treacherouſly. She added, 
< That to ſpeak in general of the Arra- 
gonois, they have a natural pride, which 
is hard to be ſuppreſled : but likewiſe to do 
them Juſtice, there are people of noble 
minds to be found among them; infomuctr, 
that they are eaſily diſcerned from alt the reſt 
of the King of Spain's ſubjects: that they 
have never wanted great men, from their firſt 


King to Ferdinand : that they counted ſuch a 
great number of them, as would ſcarcely be 


believed, 


* 
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believed. However, it is certain that they have 
greatly recommended themſelves by their valor 
and conduct: that as to the reſt, their country 
was ſo little fruitful, that excepting ſome val- 
lies, which were watered by channels, whoſe 
water came from the Ebre; the reſt was ſo 
dry and ſandy, that you meet with ſcarce any 
thing elſe but ſtony and parched up places: 
that Saragoila is a great city, the houſes finer 
than at Madrid; the public places adorned 
with arches: that the holy ſtreet, where the 
courſes are run, is ſo long and large, as may 
make it paſs for a great and vaſt ſquare, having 
ſeveral great mens palaces in it; that of Caſ- 
telmorato being one of the pleaſanteſt : that 
the vault of St. Francis's church was very 
curious, for being of extraordinary largeneſs, 
yet it is upheld by no pillars: that the city is 
not ſtrong, but the inhabitants ſo ſtout, that 
it needed no walls; that it has never a foun- 
tain, this being one of its greateſt defects: 
that the Ebre catried no boats, the river being 
full of dangerous rocks. As to the reſt, the 
archbiſhoprick was worth ſixty thouſand 
crowns a year: that the Vice- royalty brought 
in no revenue, being a place of honour, fit 
only for great men to bear the expence of it, 
to maintain their _ and keep the people 

under, 
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under, who are naturally fierce and imperiovs, 
not affable to ſtrangers; and ſo little defirous 
of making acquaintance, that they chooſe 
rather to ſtay at home all their life-time, than 
Kir out to procure friendſhips : that here is a 
ſevere inquiſition, who have a ſtately palace, 
and a moſt rigid court of juſtice; yet this does 
not hinder great troops of robbers, called Ban- 
doleros, from ravaging, and diſperſing. them- 
ſelves over all Spain; who give no quarter to 
travellers, ſnatching up ſometimes women of 
quality, whom they afterwards ſet at ranſom, 
for their parents to redeem ; but when they 
are handſome, they keep them : and this is the 
greateſt misfortune than can happen to them, 
being forced to ſpend their days with the worſt 
of men, who keep them in dreadful caves, or 
carry them along with them on horſeback, 
being ſo furiouſly jealous of them, that one 
of their captains having been Jately ſet upon 
by ſoldiers ſent into the mountains to ſeize on 
him, being mortally wounded, and having his 
miſtreſs with him, who was of the Marquis de 
Camaraza's family, a grandee of Spain: when 
the ſaw him in this condition, ſhe thought 
only of making uſe of this favorable oppor- 
tunity of ſaving herſelf; which he perceiving, 
dying as he was, he catched hold of her hair, 
| and 
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and ftruck his dagger into her breaſt, being 
not willing, ſaid he, that another ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs a treaſure which had been ſo dear to him. 


And this is what himſelf acknowledged to the 


ſoldiers who found him, and ſaw this ſad 
ſpectacle.” 

The beautiful Marchioneſs: here held her 
peace; and I returned her all due thanks for 
the favor ſhe did me, in informing me of theſe 
curioſities; and of which, perhaps, without 
ber, I might have been ignorant all my life. 
4 J do not think, madam, ſaid the to me, 
you owe me ſuch thanks; I rather fear the 
having deſerved reproaches for ſo long and 
tireſome a converſation,” 

I Would not let her leave me to cat elſe. 
where ; and I obliged her to lie with me, ſhe 
having no bed, So civil and courteous a 
proceeding made her much my friend. She 
aſſured me of this in ſuch affectionate terms, 
that I could not doubt of it; for I muſt tell 
you, the Spaniſh women are more carefling 
than we, and are far more kind and tender to 
thoſe they profeſs friendſhip, In fine, I could 
not forbear telling her, That if ſhe had all 
the kindneſs for me ſhe made profeſſion, ſhe 
muſt be ſo complaiſant, to inform me what 
made her ſeem ſo melancholy ? That I had 
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Heard her fetch deep ſighs in the night, and 
appeared. very reſtleſs and diſconſolate ; that if 
ſhe could find any comfort in ſharing her grief 
with me, I offered my ſervice to her, as a 
moſt faithful friend.” She embraced me with 
great affection, and told me, without delay, 
She would immediately ſatisfy my curioſity ;” 
which ſhe did-in theſe terms : 

<« Seeing you are deſirous to know me, I 
muſt, without diſguiſing to you any thing, 


acknowledge my weakneſs to you: and by 


my ſincerity and open-heartedneſs, deſerve a 
curioſity as obliging as your's. 

] come not of ſuch a family as may 
claim nobility; my father's name was Davilaz 
he was only a banker, but he was in good 
credit, and was moderately wealthy: we are of 
Seville, the capital of Andalufia, and we have 
ever dwelt there, My mother knew the 
world, ſhe ſaw many people of quality, and 
having no children but me, ſhe took great 


care of my education: it did not appear ill- 
beſtowed on me; for I had the good fortune 


to get the good-will of moſt that ſaw me. 
We had two neighbours who came often 
to our houſe, who were very welcome both to 
my father and mother: their condition and 
age were in no ſort alike; one was the 
Marquis 
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Marquis de Los Rios, a perſon wealthy and 
noble; he was a widower, and well advanced- 

in years: the other was the ſon of a great 
merchant, who traded to the Indies; he was 
young and handſome, he had wit, and very 
graceful behavior; his name was Mendez. 
He was not long before he fell paſſionately in' - 
love with me; ſo that he omitted nothing 
which might 1 me, and gain my affec- 
tions. 

« He was in all F where he knew I 
was to paſs 3 he ſpent whole nights under my 
windows, to ſing verſes which he had com- 
poſed and ſet to my praiſe, which he had very 
well accompanied with his harr. |: 

“ But ſeeing his attendancies had not all 
the effect he expected, and having paſt ſome 
time in this manner, without daring to men- 
tion his affection to me, he at length reſolved 
to make uſe of the firſt opportunity to acquaint 
me with it. I avoided him ever ſince I had a 

_ converſation with one of my friends, who had 
more experience and knowledge of the world 
than I: I had felt, that Mendez's company 

gave me joy, and that my heart had an emo- 

tion for him, which it had not for others: 

that when his affairs, or our viſits hindered 

bim from ſeeing me, I grew reſtleſs; and - 
CV Olle &o H loving 
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loving this young woman above others, and 
being as dear to her, ſhe obſerved I was not 
ſo free and gay as formerly, and that my eyes 
were ſometimes attentively fixed on Mendez. 
One day when ſhe rallied with me about it, 
I faid to her very innocently, My dear Hen- 
rietta, define to me the ſentiments I have for 
Mendez : I know not whether I ought to be 
afraid of them, and whether I ought not to 
defend myſelf from them. I feel I know not 
what ſort of trouble and pleaſure ariſing in my 
| breaſt, She began to laugh, ſhe embraced 
me, and faid to me, My dear heart, you 
are in love.“ Who, I in love? replied I, in 
amaze ; you joke with me, I neither am, nor 
will be in love, © This depends not always 
on us, continued ſhe, with a more ſerious air, 
our ſtars decide this before our hearts. But 
in earneſt, what is it ſo much ſtartles you? 
Mendez is in a condition equal to your's; he 
deſerves well, a good comely man; and if his 
affairs go on with the ſame ſucceſs as they 
have done hitherto, you may live very happily 
with him.“ And whence ſhould I learn, ap- 
plied I, interrupting her, that he will be 
happy with me, and that he ſo much as thinks 
| this? O take my word for it, anſwered 


ſhe, whatever he has done has its views) 
for 
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for men are not wont to paſs nights under 
windows, and the days in following a perſon 
for whom they have nothing but indifferency,” 

„After ſome other diſcourſe of this nature, 
ſhe left me, and I reſolved, notwithſtanding 
the ſtruggles I felt in me, to give Mendez 
no opportunity of ſpeaking to me in pri- 

vate. 53 

« But one night as I was walking in the 
garden, he came towards'me : I was perplexed 
to ſee myſelf alone with him; and he had the 
opportunity of obſerving it on my countenance, 
and in the manner after which I received him. 
This could not divert him from the deſign he. 
had of entertaining me: How happy am I, 
madam, ſaid he, to find you alone! but do I 
call myſelf happy ? perhaps I know not what 
I ſay : for it may be you will not receive a 
ſecret with which I would entruſt you.” I 
am as yet ſo young, ſaid I to him, bluſhing, 
that I would adviſe you to ſay nothing to me, 
unleſs you would have me impart it to my 
companions, * Alas, continued he, ſhould 
I tell you I adore you; that all my happineſs 
depends on the inclinations you have towards 
me: that I cannot live without ſome certainty 
that I may one day pleaſe you; will you tell 
this to your companions?” No, ſaid I to 
H 3 hid, 
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him, in great perplexity, I would look on this 
confidence as a raillery, and not believing it 
myſelf, I would not hazard its " left to 

be believed by others. 

We were interrupted as I ended theſe 
words; and he appeared to me not over con- 
tent with the anſwer I made him; and ſome 
time after he found an opportunity to b N 
me with it. | | 
« could not but give a esd ear to 
the inclinations I had towards him; every 
thing, he told me, ſeemed to me to have its 
particular gracefulneſs: and it was no hard 
matter for him to perſuade me, that he loved 
me above all things in the world. In the 
mean time, the Marquis de Los Rios took ſuch 
2 liking to me, and my perſon and behavior 
ran ſo deeply in his thoughts, that he wholly 
applied himſelf to pleaſe me. He was very 
nice and cautious ; he could notireſolve with 
himſelf to owe me wholly to the authority of 
my parents: he well knew they would receive 
as an honor the intentions he had for me; but 
he was for gaining my conſent before he de- 

manded theirs. | 
<« In this deſign he ſaid all to me he thought 
was like to take with me. I anſwered him, 
I ſhould always think it an indiſpenſable duty 
| | to 
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to obey my father: yet our ages were ſo dif- 
ferent, that I told him, I thought it were 
better that he left off thinking of me; that I 
ſhould have an everlaſting acknowledgment 
for the advantageous intentions he had for 
me: and therefore I would eſteem him, though 
I could not love him. Having heard what I 
ſaid, he was ſometime without ſpeaking, and 
immediately taking up a very generous reſolu- 
tion: Lovely Mariana, ſays he, you might 
have made me the happieſt man in the world; 
and if you were ambitious, I had therewith to 
ſatisfy you: but you refuſe me, and I deſire 
to be another's: I conſent to it; I love you 
too well to be in ſuſpence, whether you are 
to be ſatisfied or I; I therefore wholly ſacri- 
fice my happineſs to you, and leave you for 
ever.“ In ending theſe words, he left me, 
and appeared ſo afflited, that I could not 
forbear bein 3 concerned. 

« Mendez arrived ſoon after, and . 
me melancholy: he was ſo earneſt with me to 
know the cauſe, that I could not deny him 
this proof of my complaiſance. Any one but 
he would have had a ſenſible obligation at the 
excluſion I came from giving his rival: but 
far from ſeeming to value it, he told me, 
He ſaw in mine eyes the regret I had for 

H 3 a lover, 
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a lover, who could place me in another ſort of 
a rank than he was able, and that my pro- 
ceeding was very cruel.” In vain I endea- 
vored to make him ſenſible of the injuſtice of 
his behavior; but all I could ſay, could not 
hinder him from charging me with inconſtancy. 
1 remained vexed, and ſurprized at this his 
way of dealing, and was ſeveral days without 
ſpeaking to him. 

He, in fine, at laſt underſtood that he 
had no reaſon to complain; he came to me, 
begged my pardon, and teſtified to me a great 
diſpleaſure at his own jealouſy: he excuſed 
himſelf, as all lovers do, on the ſtrength of 
his paſſion, I had ſo much weakneſs as to be 
willing to forget the trouble he had given me: 
we made up the matter between us, and he 
continued his addreſſes. 

His father having underftood the paſſion 
he had for me, thought he could not procure 
him a more advantageous marriage : he took 
notice of it to him, and came afterwards to 
my father, to open to him the propoſal : they 
had been long friends ; he was favorably heard, 
and they eaſily agreed' on the matter. 

« Mendez came to inform me of the news, 
with ſuch tranſports, as would have ſeemed 


ridiculous to any other than a miſtreſs, My 
mother 
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mother ordered me to look kindly on him, 
telling me, this affair would be advantageous 
to me: and as ſoon as the India fleet ſhould 
arrive, wherein he was greatly concerned, the 
marriage ſhould be concluded. 
„While matters thus paſſed, the Marquis 
de Los Rios had retired to one of his country- 
houſes, where he ſcarcely ſaw any one: he 
led a languiſhing life; he ſtill loved me, but 
hindered himſelf from telling me ſo, and from 
comforting himſelf by this innocent remedy. 
In fine, his body could not reſiſt the 
heavineſs of his mind; he fell dangerouſly ill, 
and being told by the phyſicians, that there 
was no hope of his recovery, he plucked up 
his ſpirits to write me tHe moſt affectionate 
letter imaginable, and ſent at the ſame time 
to me a deed of gift of all his eſtate, in caſe 
he died. My mother was in my chamber, 
when a gentleman preſented this packet from 
him; ſhe would know what it contained. 
© «I could not forbear at the ſame time 
telling her what had paſſed; and we were 
both of us in the greateſt ſurprize at the Mar- 
quis's extream generoſity, She ſent him 
word, that I ſhould go with my family to 
thank him for a liberality which 1 had no 
ways deſerved : and in particular, ſhe ſharply 
H 4 reprimanded 
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reprimanded me for having made a myſtery of 
a thing to her, with which I ought to have 
immediately acquainted her, I threw myſelf 
at her feet, I excuſed myſelf in the beſt manner 
I could, and teſtified ſuch great ſorrow for 
having diſpleaſed her, that I eaſily obtained 
her pardon. Leaving my chamber, ſhe went 
to my father, and having told him all which 
had paſſed, they reſolved to go the next morn- 
ing to ſee the Marquis, and to carry me with 
them. 

I acquainted Mendez with this in the 
evening; and the fear I had, leſt my parents 
ſhould, in fine, make me marry this old man, 
if he chanced to eſcape out of his ſickneſs. 
However ſenſible I appeared to him of this, 
he was ſo far tranſported, and reproached me 
ſo greatly with it, that I muſt have loved him 
as much as I did, not to have brake off with 
him : but he had ſuch an aſcendant over me, 
though he was of all men the moſt unjuſt, 
yet I thought him the moſt reaſonable. 

« We were at the Marquis de Los Rios's, 
his country-houſe was not above two leagues 
from Seville: dying as he was, he received us 
with ſuch joy as was eaſily obſervable. My 
father teſtified to him his grief, to ſee him in 
ſo low a condition, thanked him for the 

donation 
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_ donation he made me, and aſſured him, if he 
could find a fair and juſt pretence, he would. 
break off with Mendez, to whom he had 
engaged his word : that ſhould this happen, 
he promiſed him ſolemnly, that I ſhould be 
his. He received this aſſurance in the ſame 
manner as if he had received a perfect felicity; 
but he knew well the grief 1 conceived 
thereat: I became pale, my eyes were co- 
vered with tears; and when we were about 
leaving him, he deſired me to draw near to 
him; he told me with a languiſhing tone: 
Fear nothing, Mariana, I love you too 
well to diſpleaſe you ; you ſhall have Mendez, 
ſeeing your affections are engaged to him.“ 
I anſwered him, I had no particular incli- 
nation for him; but being commanded to 
reſpet him, as a man who was to be my 
huſband, I could do no otherwiſe ; however, 
I intreated him to be well. 
This ſeemed to me the leaſt ſtep I could 
take towards a perfon to whom | had ſo great 
obligations. He appeared thereat ſufficiently 
ſatisfied, attempting to take my hand and kiſs 
it: Remember, ſaid he to me, you enjoin 
me to live; and that my life being your work, 
you will be obliged to preſerve it, We 
returned at night, and the impatient Mendez 
H 5 walted 
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waited for us, to make me new reproaches: 
J took them as ufual, as proofs of his paſſion: 
and having juſtified myſelf, I aſked him, 
What news there was of the fleet? „Alas! 
| faid he to me, my father has received ſuch as 
drives me to deſpair: I dare not inform you.“ 
Have you any thing ſeparate from me? 
faid I to him, looking tenderly on him : would 
you have me to keep nothing from you? 1 
am too happy, replied he, in that you have 
ſuch favorable diſpoſitions; and not being 
able to keep any ſecret from you, I muſt 
plainly tell you, that the galleon, in which is 
our whole eſtate, is fplit and loſt, running 
againſt a rock, But I ſhould be leſs ſenſible, 
how greatly ſoever I am intereſted, did I not 
look on the unhappy conſequences of this 
loſs: your preſence will reſtore the Marquis 
de Los Rios to his health; his ſentiments for 
you are known in your family; he is rich, 
and a great man: I am become miſerable; and 
if you forſake me, my dear Mariana, I ſhall 
have no more hope but in ſpeedy death.“ 1 
was pierced with ſorrow at this ſad news: I 
took one of his hands, and cloſing it with 
mine, I ſaid to him, My dear Mendez, do 
not think me capable of loving you, and yet 
leaving you, by the effects of your good or 

| bad 
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bad fortune: I call heaven to witneſs, con- 
tinued I, provided you love me, and will be 
faithful to me, that I will never forſake you; 
and let it — e if ever I prove incon- 
ſtant.” 

He teſtified all the acknowledgments he 
owed me for ſuch affectionate aſſurances, and 
we reſolved not to divulge this accident. 
I withdrew very. melancholy, and ſhut 
myſelf up in my cloſet, ruminating on the 
conſequences of this ſad diſaſter. I was till 
there, when I heard ' ſome body knocking 
ſoftly at the ſhutters of my window: I drew 
near, and ſaw Mendez by the light of the 
moon: What do you here, ſaid I to him, 
at this time of the night? Alas, anſwered 
he, I was trying whether I could ſpeak with 
you before I departed : My father has again 
lately received news of the galleon, and will 
have me immediately go where ſhe is run a- 
ground, to endeavor to ſave ſomething: it is 
a long way thither, and I ſhall be a long time 
without ſeeing you. Ah, dear Mariana, dur- 
ing all this time will you be as good as your 
word to me? may I hope my dear miſtreſs 
will be faithful to me?” What reaſon 
have I given you, Mendez, ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing him, to doubt it? yes, continued I, I 

will 
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will love you, the moſt unfortunate man in 
the world.“ 

« It would be to abuſe your patience, 
' madam, to relate to you all that paſſed at this 
mournful ſeparation; and though there ap- 
peared no danger, yet our hearts had a fore- 
| boding of what was afterwards to happen ta 
us. The day began to appear, and we muſt 
bid adieu : I ſaw him ſhed tears, which were 
accompanied with mine, 

« I threw myſelf on my ded, infuſing A 
thouſand ſad thoughts in my mind; and 1 
appeared the next morning ſo out of order, 
that my father and mother were afraid that I 
was falling into ſome en fit of ſick- 
neſs. 

« Mendez's father came to make them a 
viſit, to excuſe his ſon's parting without tak- 
ing his leave of them. He added, * He had 
a buſineſs which required ſuch haſte, as would 
not ſuffer him a minute's time at his diſpoſa].” 
As to ' myſelf, madam, I was comfortleſs, 
being inſenſible to every thing. And if any 
thing could eaſe me, it was ſome hours con- 
verſation with my dear Henrietta, with whom 
I freely vented my thoughts touching the 
long abſence of Mendez. | 


ln 
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In the mean time, the Marquis de Los 
Rios was out of danger, and my father went 
often to ſee him: I obſerved one day great 
alterations in my mother's countenance, ſhe 
and my father having been long ſhut up with 
the good friars, who came to give them a viſit, 
and after a conference of ſome time, they called 
me, without my being able to divine the 
cauſe, 
« I entered into their apartment in ſuch 
diſorder, that I knew not what I did. One 
of theſe good fathers, venerable by his age and 
habit, ſpake much to me about the refignation 
we owe to the divine will, on his providence, 
in every thing which relates to us: and the 
cloſe of his diſcourſe was, That Mendez 
was taken by the Algerines ; that he was a 
flave; and by bis misfortunes theſe pirates 
bad learned that he was a rich merchant's ſon ; 
which had occaſioned the ſetting him at an 
extraordinary ranſom : that they were at Al- 
giers at the time that he arrived; and would 
willingly have brought him along with them, | 
but the money which they had for all, was 
not ſufficient for him alone. That at their 
return they had been at his father's to inform 
him of this vexatious diſaſter ; but found he 
had abſented himſelf, that the loſs of à galleon, 
on 
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on which was embarked all his effects, with- 
out being able to ſave any thing, had induced 
him to avoid his creditors, who ſought him 
every where, to throw him into priſon. That 
things being in this condition, they ſaw no 
remedy to poor Mendez's misfortunes, being 
in the hands of Meluza the moſt famous and 
covetous of all the Corſaries; and that if I 
would follow their advice, and that of my 
parents, I would think of taking another 
party. I had fo far heard this dreadful news 
in ſo ecſtatic a condition, that I could only 
interrupt them by ſad ſighs; but when he 
told me, I muſt think of another party; T 
burſt out into tears and ſhricks, as made 
both my father and EO and an ee 
compaſſionate me. 

„J was carried into my chamber, as one 
nearer death than life, and Donna Henrietta 
was ſent for, and it was not without great af- 
fliction ſhe beheld me in this ſad condition. 
I fell into a moſt deep melancholy; I tor- 
mented myſelf day and night, and nothing 
was able to remove my dear Mendez out of 
my mind. 

« The . de los Rios, having Jearnt 
what had paſſed, conceived ſuch ſtrong hopes, 


that be ſoon found himſelf in a condition to 
| come 
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come and claim of my father and me the effect 
of the words we had given him. I ſhewed 
him that mine were not diſengaged in reſpe& 
of Mendez ; that he was unfortunate, which 
no ways leſſened my engagements to him. He 
heard me without being perſuaded by me, and 
told me, I had the ſame deſire of deſtroying 
myſelf as others had of ſaving themſelves ; 
that it was more my intereſt than his, which 
made him act as he did.” And being raviſhed 
with having a pretence which ſeemed to him 
plauſible, he preſſed my father with ſuch ear- 
neſtneſs, that he at length conſented to what 
he deſired, 
It is impoſſible for me to W to you, 
madam, in what an abyſs of ſorrow I was 
in: What is become, my lord, ſaid I to 
the Marquis, of that ſcrupulous tenderneſs 
which hindered you from taking my heart 
from any other hand than my own ? Let me 
at leaſt have ſome time to forget Mendez ; 
perhaps his abſence and misfortunes may pre- 
vail on me to ſome indifferency towards him. 
To this cruel accident, which has ſnatched 
him ſo lately from me, you add new troubles 
when you expect I ſhould ſo ſpeedily paſs over 
| from him to you. 
I know 
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© I know not what I may expect or hope 
for, ſaid he to me, but this I am ſure of, that 


my complaiſance had liked to have coſt me 
my life ; that if you be not deſigned for me, 
you will be another's ; and as to Mendez, his 
fortune has been ſuch, that he can no longer 
pretend to you; and ſeeing you muſt be diſ- 
poſed of, I think you are very hard-hearted 
to refuſe me. You cannot be ignorant of 
what I have done hitherto to pleaſe you, my 
former proceeding ſhould ſerve as a ſufficient 
teſtimony of my future reſpects. 

„The Marquis made a greater progreſs in 


my father's mind than mine. In a word, my 


mother having one day ſent for me, told me, 
that it was to no purpoſe to uſe any longer 
delays, my father being reſolved I ſhould obey - 
his orders. Whatever I could ſay to excuſe 


. myſelf, my tears, my remonſtrances, and en- 


treaties were all to no purpoſe, and ſerved 
only to exaſperate my mother. 

« All things neceſſary were prepared for 
my marriage, the Marquis would have every 
thing ſuitable to his quality ; he ſent me a 
cabinet of jewels and precious ſtones, to the 


value of ſeveral thouſand crowns. The fatal 


day for our wedding was fixed, Secing myſelf 
reduced 
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reduced to this extremity, I took a reſolution 
which will ſurprize you, Macam, and demon- 
ſtrate a great paſſion. | 
„I went to Donna Heairietta ; this friend 
who had been ever faithful to me, and threw 
myſelf at her feet, ſurprizing her by ſo extra- 
ordinary a carriage: My dear Henrietta, faid 
I to her, (melting in tears) there is no re- 
medy to my misfortunes, unleſs you have pity 
on me; do not abandon me, let me conjure 
you in the ſad condition I am in; to-morrow 
I muſt marry the Marquis de los Rios, I can 
no longer avoid it. If the offers of friend- 
ſhip you have made me be proof againſt all 
trial, and can make you capable of a generous 
reſolution, you will not refuſe to follow my 
fortune, and to accompany me to Algiers to 
pay Mendez's ranſom, to redeem: him from 
the cruel flavery he is in. You ſee me at 
your feet, continued I, 1 will never riſe till 
you have given me your word, to do what I 
deſire you. She ſeemed fo concerned at my 
poſture, that I aroſe to make her anſwer me. 
She immediately embraced me with great teſ- 
timonies of tenderneſs : © I will refuſe you 
nothing, my dear Mariana, ſaid ſhe to me, 
were it my very life; but you are going to 
ruin yourſelf, and me with you. How can 
5 5 two 
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two girls execute what you project? Our age, 
our ſex, and your beauty, will expoſe us to 
accidents, the bare imagination of which 
makes me to tremble : this is certain, we are 
going to overwhelm our families with ſhame 
and confuſion; and if you had ſeriouſly re- 
flected on it, you could not poſſibly have come 
to this reſolution.“ Ah | barbarous ! cried I, 
and more barbarous than he that detains my 
lover; you forſake me, but though I am 
alone, yet that ſhall not hinder me from pur- 
ſuing my point, neither can the aſſiſtance you 
ſhould give ſtand me in much ſtead : remain, 
remain, I conſent, it is fit I ſhould depart 
without any comfort to withſtand all dangers 
I confeſs ſuch an undertaking is fit vady for 
a deſperate creature, 

«© My reproaches and tears hed Hen- 
rietta : ſhe told me My intereſt had obliged 
her as much as her own to ſpeak to me as 
ſhe had done; but, ſeeing I perſiſted in my 
firſt reſolution, and that nothing could divert 
me from it, ſhe was reſolved I ſhould not go 


alone; and ſaid that if I would be ruled by 
her, we ſhould diſguiſe ourſelves, that ſhe 
would undertake to procure two ſuits of men's 
apparel ; and as for the reſt, ſhe would leave 
it entirely to my direction. I embraced her 

with 
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with a thouſand teſtimonies of thankful- 
neſs, 

« TI afterwards aſked her, whether ſhe had 
ſeen the jewels which the Marquis had ſent 
me; I will carry them, ſaid I to her, to 
purchaſe Mendez's ranſom with them, We 
reſolved not to loſe any time, and we neither 


olf us failed in what we had projected. 


«© Never were two maidens better diſguiſed 
under the habit of two cavaliers. We ſet off 
that night, and embarked ourſelves, without 
the leaſt obſtacle, but after ſome days ſail we 
were overtaken by ſo violent a ſtorm, as made 
us deſpair of our ſafety. In all this diſorder 
and danger, I was leſs concerned for myſelf, 
than for not having procured my dear Men- 
dez's liberty, and for having engaged Henrietta 
to follow my ill-fortune, It is, ſaid I, em- 
bracing her, it is I, my dear companion, that 
has raiſed this ſtorm ; were I not on the ſea it 
would be calm, my misfortunes follow me 
wherever I go. At laſt, having been a day 
and two nights in continual alarms, the 
weather changed, and we _ arrived at 
Algiers. 

e fo glad to ſee N in a condi- 
tion to deliver Mendez, that I reckoned all 


the dangers we underwent as nothing: but, 
alas : 
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alas | what became of me in diſembarking ! 
when after all the ſearch which could be made, 
I perceived there was no hope of finding the 
little cabinet wherein I had put all that I had 
moſt precious : I found myſelf ſeized with 
ſuch violent grief, that I thought I ſhould 
have expired before I got out of the veſle]. 
Without doubt this cabinet, which was ſmall, 
and of which I took but little care during the 
tempeſt, fell into the ſea, or was ſtole, which 
ever of theſe two it was, I had a conſiderable 
loſs, and I had only remaining jewels to the 
value of a thouſand pounds, which I had 
kept for all events about me. 

I reſolved with this, to make a trial with 
Mendez's patron. As foon as we were in the 
town, we enquired, and ſoon found his houſe, 
(for Meluza was well known) and went there 
dreſſed as gentlemen, 

I cannot expreſs to you, madam, the 
trouble I was in on drawing near this houſe, 
where I knew my dear lover languiſhed in 
chains; what ſad refleQions did I not make! 
how did I look when I entered the Corſary's 
houſe, and ſaw Mendez chained, with ſeveral 
others, who were leading out to work in the 
field. I ſhould have fallen at his feet, had 


not Henrietta borne me up; I no longer 
| knew 
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knew where I was, nor what I did ; I would 
have ſpoken to him, but grief had ſo ſeized 
on my ſpirits, that my tongue could not utter 
a word. As to him, he beheld me not ; he 
was ſo ſad and depreſſed, that he could look 
on no one; and they muſt love him as much 
as I did, to know him, ſo wum oa 
changed. 

After having been ſome time coming to 
myſelf, I went into a low room, where I was 
told Meluza was ; I ſaluted him, and told 
him the occaſion of my voyage ; that Mendez 
was my near relation; that he was undone ' 
by the loſs of a galleon, and his captivity to- 
gether ; and that it was out of my own mo- 
ney that I would pay his ranſom. The Moor 
appeared to be little concerned ; it was not 
his buſineſs to enquire whence I had my mo- 
ney ; but this he certainly knew that Mendez 
was rich; and to ſhew that he would not take 
all advantages, he would therefore ſet him at 
twenty thouſand crowns. 

« Alas! what would this have been, 120 
I not loſt my jewels ? but this was too much 
in the condition I was in. In fine, after ſe- 
veral long fruitleſs diſputes, I took on me im 
mediately a reſolution which could wy be 
inſpired by an extreme love. 


Here 
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« Here is all I have, ſaid I to the pirate, 
giving him my diamonds, they are not worth 
what thou demandeſt : take me for thy ſlave, 
and be perſuaded thou wilt not keep me long. 
| TI am the only daughter of a rich banker at 
Seville; keep me for an hoſtage, and let 
Mendez go; he will ſoon return to redeem 
me. The barbarian was ſurprized to find me 
capable of ſo generous and affectionate a reſo- 
lution. Thou art worthy, ſaid he to me, 
of a better fortune. Be it ſo; I accept the 
condition you offer me; I will take care of 
thee, and be a good patron to thee. Thou 
muſt leave the habit thou weareſt, to put on 
one agreeable to thy ſex : thou ſhalt keep thy 
jewels if thou wilt, I can as well ſtay for the 
whole as for a part. 
Donna Henrietta was ſo confuſed and 
diſmayed at the bargain I had made, that ſhe 
could not ſufficiently expreſs her diſpleaſure 
to me; but in fine, notwithſtanding all her 
remonſtrances and intreaties, I held firm, and 
Meluza cauſed a flave's habit to be brought to 
me, which I put on. 
„He conducted me to his wife's chamber, 
to whom he delivered me, having recounted 
to her what I had done for my lover's li- 


berty. 
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„ She ſeemed to be much affected with it, 
and promiſed ſhe would ſhorten the time of 
my ſervitude by all the 550 treatment ſhe 
could make me. 
At night, when A nds 
Meluza ordered him to be called, telling him, 
that he being of Seville, would ſhew him a 
ſlave he had gn becauſe * he might 
know her. | 
- << Immediately. 1 was cha before TEM 
Mendez at this fight, loſing all countenance, 
came and caſt himſelf at my feet, and taking 
my hands, which he bathed with bis tears, 
he ſaid every thing which was moſt tender and 
_ affectionate to me. 
<6, Meluza and his wife nn! themſelves 
in ſeeing the different motions of joy and 
grief with which we were agitated ;_ and they 
informed Mendez of the obligations he had to 
me; that he was free, and that I would re- 
main in his place. He did whatever could be 
done to diſſuade me from taking this taſk upon 
me: © Alas | ſaid he to me, you would have 
me load you with my chains, my dear miſtreſs; 
ſhall I be free, when you are not ? I go then 
to do for you what you come from doing for 
me; I will fell myſelf and redeem you with 
the money : for in fine, conſider that if I 
ſhould 
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ſhould as ſoon as I arrive at Seville, find 
aſſiſtance and return again to bring you back, 
yet how is it poſſible for me in the mean time 
to leave you ; judge how I can do this at a 
time wherein my fortune promiſes me no 
hopes, and am the moſt unhappy of all men.“ 
I urged againſt all his reaſons, the tenderneſs 
of my father, who would ſoon redeem me 
when he knew where I was. In fine, 1 made 
uſe of all the power I had over his mind, to 
make his advantage of what 1 had cl in 
his favor. Bay 

«© What ſhall I ſay to you, tata, of our 


cannot expreſs what we felt. I obliged Hen- 
rietta to part with him, to ſolicit and preſs 
my parents to do their part in my behalf. 

In the mean time my father and mother 
were in an unconceivable affliction, and when 
they perceived my fight, they thought to die 
with grief. 

„They blamed themſelves infinitely for 
forcing me to marry the Marquis de los Rios, 
He was for his part in no leſs deſpair; they 
cauſed me to be ſearched for in vain, in all 
places where they thought I might have hid 


myſelf, 


«c Two 


. 


ſeparation ? It was ſo affecting, that words 
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«© Two whole years were paſt without my x 


receiving any news or ſuccor from Mendez 


which made me believe with great likelihood; 


that both he and Henrietta were caſt away on 
the ſea : I had given them all the jewels which 
Meluza had left me; but it was not their 
loſs, nor that of my liberty, which I re- 
gretted : it was of my dear lover and faithful 
friend, whoſe remembrance continually poſ- 
ſeſſed me, and cauſed me an unparalleled 
affliction; I could get no reſt nor health; I 
wept day and night ; I refuſed to come out of 
my flavery in neglecting to ſignify to my fa- 
ther my preſent condition. I wiſhed only for 
a ſpeedy death; which I would have willingly 


met with, to put an end to my troubles and 


misfortunes. 

„ Meluza and his wife began to pity me, 
they did not doubt but Mendez was caſt away : 
they treated me leſs cruelly than thoſe fort of 


people generally uſe the — wretches 
who fall into their hands. 


« One day, as Meluza came from pirating, 
he brought with him ſeveral perſons of both 
ſexes. which he had taken, and amongft the 
reſt a young woman of ſome quality of Se- 
ville, whom I knew. This fight renewed 


my grief: ſhe was much ſurprized to find me 
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in this ſad place. We affectionately embraced 
one another, and obſerving a deep ſilence; 
© How now, beautiful Mariana, ſaid ſhe to 
me, are you ſo indifferent towards your rela- 
tions and country, that you have no curioſity 
to make any enquiries about them?“ I lifted 
up my eyes to heaven, in uttering a deep 
figh ; and intreated her to tell me, if it were 
known where Mendez and Henrietta were 
loſt ? Who has told you they are loſt ? re- 
plied ſhe, they are at Seville, whete they lead 
a very happy life. Mendez has re-eſtabliſhed 
his affairs, and makes it his great delight and 
honor to publiſh in all places the extream obli- 
gations he has to Henrietta, Perhaps you are 
ignorant, continued ſhe, that Mendez was taken 
and made a ſlave by the Algerines ; this gene- 
rous young woman diſguiſed herſelf, and came 
hither to redeem him, but he has not been 
ungrateful, for he has married her. There 
is a moſt charming union between them. 
Hymen has not baniſhed love in that parti- 
cular.” 
« As ſhe was yet ſpeaking, ſhe perceived 
my countenance to alter on a ſudden, and 
that I was ready to faint: my ſtrength failed 
me, mine eyes cloſed, and I ſutik down be- 
tween her arms; ſhe was greatly troubled at 
| this ; 
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this; ſhe called my companions, who put me 
to bed, and endeavored to recover me from 
this piteous condition. 
„This young woman WR cotniends 
herſelf. for me, and when I came to myſelf, 
I began to complain; I uttered ſighs and 
groans that were (ſufficient to pierce a heart 
of ſteel. 

« Meluza was ly affected at the recital 
of ſuch a worſe than barbarous inſtance of 
treachery, and without any notice-to me, he 
informed himſelf, by his new flave of my fa« 
ther's name, and immediately wrote to him 
what ke knew of my misfortunes. 

„ This letter had like to have been the 
death of my mother, ſhe could not imagine T 
could be in chains at eighteen years of age, 
without ſhedding a torrent of tears: but that 
which augmented her grief, was the diſorder 
of my father's affairs; ſeveral} conſiderable 
bankruptcy's had ruined him; his credit was 
gone, and it was impoſſible for him to procure 
the twenty thouſand crowns which Meluza 
demanded for my ranſom. | 

The generous Marquis de los Rios heard 
this news, came to my father, and offered 
him what aſſiſtance lay in his power: I do 
not do this, ſaid he, in deſign to force yout 

1 2 daughter's 
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daughter's inclinations when ſhie ſhall be here; 
T ſhall love her always, but I will never diſ- 
pleaſe her.“ My father having no other way 
of relief, thankfully accepted of what was 
offered him; embarked himſelf, and happily 
arrived at Algiers, in the time when I thought 
only of dying. 

He forbore all thoſe reproaches I de- 
ſerved ; he redeemed me, and at my intreaty, 
this young woman of Seville, for a moderate 
ranſom. We returned together, and my mo- 
ther received me with ſuch joy as is impoſſible 
to be expreſſed. I anſwered hereto as much 
as was poſſible; but I cartied always in my 
heart, madam, the fatal ſtroke which has 
wounded me: whatever my reaſon could re- 
preſent to me, was not ſufficient to put out 
of my remembrance the image of the traitor 
Mendez. 
„I ſaw the Marquis de los Rios: he dared 
not mention the inclinations he ſtill had to- 
wards me; but I had ſuch preſſing obligations 
to him, that gratitude made me do for him, 
what my inclinations would have me do for 
another. 

« I gave him my hand, and he gave me 
his, with ſuch affection, as if he had had no 
ſolid matter of complaint againſt me, 


ws 
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« In fine I married him, and apprehend- 
ing leſt I ſhould ſee Mendez, that ungrateful 
wretch, to whom I owe ſuch horror, and for 
whom I had ſo little, I prayed the Marquis 
we might dwell in the country-houſe he had 
near Seville, 

« He ever approved of what I liked; he 
would have my father and mother retire; he 
leſſened the ſad condition of their fortune, by 
conſiderable liberalities : and I may truly ſay, 
there never was a greater ſoul. Judge, ma- 
dam, of all the reproaches I made my heart 
for its not being ſo tender to. him as it ought 
to have been: it was not in my power to for- 
get Mendez, and I always felt new regret, 
when I learned his felicity with the unfaithful 
Henrietta. | 

« Having paſſed two years in a continual 
watching over myſelf, that I might' do no- 
thing but what was agreeable to my huſband, 
heaven deprived me of him ; of this generous 
huſband : and he did for me in theſe laſt mo- 
ments, -what he had already heretofore done, 
giving me all he had, with ſuch teſtimonies 
of eſteem and affection, as much enhanced 
the price of the gift: he made me the richeſt 
widow of Andaluſia, but he con not make 
me the happieſt, 
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I would not return to Seville, where my 

parents would have had me reſide; and ta avoid 
its; I pretended a journey farther into the 
equntry, to look after ſome part of my eſtate, 
I ſet out; but there being à particular fa- 
tality in whatever relates to me, in arriving 
at an inn, the firſt: object which ſtruck my 
ſight, was the unfaithful Mendez: he was in 
deep mourning, and had not loſt any thing 
of whatever 1. me heretofore fancy him 
too lovely. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the o did 
I was in, for in endeavoring to get ſpeedily 
from him, I found myſelf ſo weak and trem- 
bling, that I fell at his feet. Although he 
knew me not at that inſtant, yet he earneſtly 
endeavored to raiſe me up; but the great veil 
under which I was concealed. flying open, 
what became of him on ſceing me? He re- 
mained no leſs confuſed than I was: he would 
have drawn near to me, but caſting a furious 
look on him: Dareſt thou, perjured wretch } 
ſaid I to him, dareſt thou approach me! Art 
thou not afraid of the juſt puniſhment of thy 
perhdiouſne(s ? He was for ſome time with- 
out anſwering me, and I was about leaving 
him when he topped me: Confound and 
overwhelm me with reproaches, madam, ſaid 

| 1 he 
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he to me, give me the worſt and moſt perfidi- 
ous names poſſible; they cannot be more 
than I deſerve : but my death ſhall ſoon re- 
venge your quarrcl : I ought to die with ſor- 
row for having betrayed you; and if I regret 
any thing in dying, it is only the having one 
life to loſe, to expiate all the crimes you can 
juſtly accuſe me of.. He appeared to me much 
affected in ending theſe words; and would to 
heavens his repentance were really ſufficient 
and true | I would not hazard a long conver- 
ſation with him: I left him, diſdaining to re- 
turn him an anſwer, And this mark of con- 
tempt and lighting, was, without doubt, feſt 
more ſenſible by him, than all the reproaches 
I might have made him. 21247 

„He had ſome time ſince loft his wife, 
that unfaithful creature, who had helped him 
to revolt againſt all the offices of love, honor, 
and gratitude. And from that time he fol- 
lowed me every where: he was like a com- 
plaining ſhadow, ever faſtened to my feet; 
for he became fo lean, pale, and changed, 
that he was ſcarcely to be known. Heavens! 
madam, what violence did I not offer myſelf, 
in continuing to ill- treat him: I found at laft 
I wanted ftrength to reſiſt the weakneſs of my 
heart, and the aſcendancy this wretch had 
| 14 oyer 
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over me Rather than to commit ſo ſhameful 
an offence, and to forgive him, I parted for 
Madrid, where I have relations, and fought 
among them a ſhelter againſt the violence of 
my own inclinations, 

had not been long there before Mendez 
found me out : I muſt confeſs to you, I was 
not greatly diſpleaſed at his attendance on me ; 
but notwithſtanding my inclination towards 
him, I put on a firm reſolution to avoid him, 
ſeeing I could not fincerely hate him; and 
unknown to every body I took the road to 
Burgos, where I am going to cloyſter myſelf 
with a nun there, my friend. I flatter myſelf, 
madam, with the hopes of finding more reſt 
there, than I have hitherto met with.“ 0 

The beautiful Marchioneſs here held hes 
peace, and I teſtified to her my particular ac- 
knowledgments for the favor ſhe had done me: 
I aflured her of the part I took in her adven- 
tures. I conjured her to write to me, and 
to let me hear from her at Madrid; and ſhe 
promiſed it me in the moſt obliging manner 
poſſible. 
We found the next morning we could not 
ſet out, it having ſnowed all the night, and 
no path appearing on the ground; but we 
wanted not company to pals the time in play 

and 
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and diſcourſe. Having been three days with 
the Marchioneſs de los Rios, without any 
wearineſs at the length of time, through the 
pleaſure I had of ſeeing and hearing her talk, 
(for ſhe is one of the lovelieſt women in 
the world) we parted with a mutual regret, 
and it was not without doubling our promiſes 
of writing wy and —_ one em here» 
after. - 

The weather mended, and I contitined my 
journey to Lerma: we traverſed dreadful 
mountains, which bear the name of Sierra de 


Cogollos, and it was not without great trou- 


dle we got thither : this town is ſmall ; ſhe 
has given her name to the famous Cardinal de 
Lerma, chief minifter to Philip III. it is 
from him that Philip VI. took the great reve- 
nues he had received from the King his maſter. 
Here is a caſtle which I wilt ſee to-morrow, 
and of which I ſhall give you an account in 
my next. I am told an extraordinary expreſs 
is arrived and will ſet” out to-night : I will 
lay hold of this opportunity of ſending to you, 
and ending this long letter; for in truth 1 
am tired both with the way, and with writing, 
but I ſhall never be weary of loving you. 


From Lerma, 
Feb. 27. 


15 LETTER 


LETTER V. 


Y laſt was ſo long, and I was ſo weary 
when 1 finiſhed it, that I could not 
add ſome particulars, which probably might 
not have been unwelcome to you ; I proceed 
then, dear couſin, to recount . ſeeing 
you ſo much deſired it. 

I arrived late at Lerma, and reſolved to 
tarry ſome time to ſee the caſtle which 
the Spaniards ſo highly eſteem, that they 
prize it next the Eſcurial ; and it is indeed a 
very fine place. The Cardinal de Lerma, 
Philip III. favorite, was its founder. It 
ſtands on the ſide of a hill, and in your 
way to it you muſt paſs through a ſpacious. 
place, ſurrounded with arches and galleries 
about it. This caſtle conſiſts of four vaſt 
piles of building, which makes a compleat 
quadrangle of two ranges of porches within. 
the court, which are near as high as the roof, 
and hinder the apartments from proſpects on 
that fide, The windows of all the chambers 
look forward into the country ; the rooms. 
are ſpacious, and the Jodgings very fine and 
_ curiouſly. 
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curiouſly gilt. There are a prodigious number 
of them, and very well furniſhed. - Near the 
caſtle you have a great park which extends it- 
ſelf along the plain, through which runs a 
river, and ſeveral lefler ſprings : on the fide 
of the river, there are rows of great trees, 
and not far from thence a wood, ſo that I be- 
lieve, in fine n this is a en 
place. 

The keeper of iis caſtle aſked me, whe» 
ther I would fee the nuns, whoſe convent 
is adjoining thereunto. I told him, moſt 
willingly ; ſo that he made us paſs through a 
gallery, at the end of which you meet with a 
grate which reaches from top to bottom. 
The abbeſs being informed of it, came here 
with ſeveral of the nuns, who were enter- 

taining, handſome, witty, and young, dif- 
courſing with great exactneſs of every thing. 
I was not weary of their converſation, when- 

a young girl came and whiſpered the abbeſs 
in the ear, who afterwards told me there was 
a lady of great quality, who had retired into 
their houſe, being the daughter of Don Man- 
drica de Lara, Count de Valine, and eldeft 
fon to the Duke de Naxara; that ſhe was 
widow of Don Franciſeo Fernandez de Caſtro, 
Count de Lemos, Grandee of Spain, and 
| Duke 
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Duke de Taureſano; that when ſhe knew of 
French ladies paſſing through Lerma, ſhe 
was greatly deſirous of entertaining them. 
I made anſwer, I ſhould be glad of the honor 
of ſeeing her; whereupon * young girl was 
ſent to her. 

This lady ſoon came, in a dreſs worn ® the 
| Spaniards theſe hundred. years; ſhe had a kind 
of pattens, or rather ſtilts, which made her 
look prodigious tall, fo, that ſhe was obliged 
to lean on two perſons ſhoulders when ſhe 
moved. She leaned likewiſe on two daugh- 
ters of the Marquis del Carpio; one of them 
is of a very fair complection, which is rare in 
this country, and. the other's hair is as black 
as jet. Their beauty ſurprized me, and they 
wanted. only, in my mind, to be a little fat. 
But this is not reckoned a defe& in this coun» 
try, where they fancy leanneſs fo much, that 
they deſire only to have ſkin and bone. The 
fingular dreſs of the Counteſs de Lemos, ap- 
peared to me ſo. very extraordinary, that 1 
could hardly get mine eyes. off of it. She- 
wore a kind of black ſattin gold embroidered 
bodice, and buttoned with great rubies of 
conſiderable value, This bodice came down. 
from her neck juſt like a doublet ; her fleeves. 
were trait, with large wings about her ſhoul- 
Wy : ders,. 
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ders, and other ſleeves hanging as low as her 
gown, which were faſtened on each ſide with 
roſes of diamonds ; ſhe had a dreadful far- 
dingal, which hindered her from fitting, 
otherwiſe than on the ground. She wore a 
ruff, and ſeveral chains of great pearls and 
diamonds ; her hair was white, which ſhe 
hid under a coverture of black lace, for ſhe 
was no leſs than ſeventy-five years old. She 
ſeemed to me to have been a great beauty in 
her time; her face had not a wrinkle, and 
her eyes were ſtill ſparkling, and her white 
and red paint became her very well : her wit 
and her perſonage, as I have been told, were 
not a little famous in the world. I looked 
upon her as a curious piece of- antiquity. 
| She told me ſhe had the honor to accom» 
pany the Infanta when ſhe eſpouſed Lewis 
XIII. That ſhe became acquainted with 
the Prince de Conde when he was in 
Flanders, and the Queen of Sweden came 
thither. Lou have ſeen this Queen, ſaid I 
to her, interrupting her, -be pleaſed, madam, 
to fayor me with a relation of ſome een 
of her humor.“ 

« You muſt know then, ſaid ke, that the 
King of Spain ſent Don Antonio Pimentel 
in quality of - amballador to Stockholm, to 

| diſ cover, 
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diſcover, as much as in him lay, the intention 
of the Swedes, They had been long enemies 
to the houſe of Auftria, and it was not doubt- 
| ed but they would make new attempts to 
.thwart it, in the deſign of making the Em- 
peror's ſon King of the Romans; Pimentel 
was charged to carry on this affair with great 
circumſpection. He was a gallant, witty, and 
handſome perſon, and he ſuccceded beiter than 
could be expected. He immediately diſcovered 
the Queen's genius, and eaſily made himſelf 
her confident. He ſoon perceived ſhe was 
charmed with novelties, and that of the crowd 
of rangers which ſhe drew to the court, the 
laſt that come was the moſt favored. He 
made it his taſk to pleaſe her, and gained ſo 
far on her affections, that he became informed 
by herſelf of the moſt ſecret affairs, and which 
He ought the moſt to conceal from him. But 
what cannot he do, who has found a way to 
the heart ? The Queen's was ſo inclined to 
him, that he became the ſole diſpoſer of the 
affections of this princeſs, and by this means 
was able to write to the Emperor, and to the 
EleQors, things ſo certain and agreeable, as 
made them eaſily judge that the King of 
Sweeden's council had no part in the de- 
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claration ſhe made in favor of the King of 
ä 
„This intrigue bang at an end, it was 
thought the King would recal Pimentel, there 
appearing no oceaſiom that required the pre- 
ſence of an ambaſſador : but if it were need- 
leſs for the King of Spain, that he ſhould re- 


main at Stockholm, it was not the fame with 


the Queen, ſhe neglected nothing that could 
retain him near her. He attended her where=- 
ever ſhe went ſince, and many who were led 
by outward appearances, judged when the 
left the crown to her coufin, ſhe did it with 
great ſatisfaction, becauſe ſhe did it with dry 
eyes, and had the courage to harangue the 
Rates with great force and eloquence ; but the 
people were greatly miftaken in the ſecret mo- 
tives of this princeſs. Her ſoul at that time 
was pierced with the moſt lovely forrow ; ſhe 
was not a little grieved to yield to the Prince 
| Palatine a ſcepter which ſhe thought herſelf 
worthy to wield alone, and of which * was 
the lawful heireſs, © 

This prince had the addreſs to get it de- 
clared, that if ſhe en ſhe would chooſe wh 
for her huſband, 1 8 

„ As ſoon as this declaration was "a 
NET Oo Re IST 
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wherein ſhe was placed; and on the other 
hand, the people did not well reliſh the being 


governed by a woman. They inſiſted more 


on her defects than they minded her virtues. 
The Prince contributed under-hand thereto, 
and the Queen, who was penetrating, ſoon 
perceived it; ſhe obſerved the inclination the : 
people had to him, and the wiſhes which were 
made to ſee him on the throne ; ſhe grew | 
every day more and more jealous of this, and 
went from hence to ſuch a deadly hatred, 
that it was impoſfible for her to ſtop the courſe 
of it. The Prince's preſence became ſo in- 
ſupportable to her, that perceiving it, be 
withdrew into an iſland which belonged to 
him. But he ſet not out till be had left good 
memoirs to his creatures againſt the Queen's 
conduct. 

« When ſhe ſaw herſelf delivered from an 
object, whoſe fight was ſo great an eye-ſore, 
ſhe drew off her mind from the too intent 
purſuit of the affairs of the kingdom, and 
gave way to her inclinations of books. Her 
marvellous wit made, in a ſhort time, admi- 
rable progreſſes in the moſt profound ſciences ; 
but theſe were not ſo needful to her as a good 
conduct in the management of her honor and 
- intereſt, It often happens, Oat having ſpent 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral days in her ſtudy, ſhe would appear 
diſguſted with her books, ſaying, They 
were good for nothing but to waſte the ſpirits, 
and miſlead mens judgments.” When the 
- great men of the court ſaw her in this diſpoſt- 
tion, they approached her with more fami- 
liarity, and then the whole buſineſs was to 
follow the pleaſures of love, of plays, balls, 
huntings, and all other diverſions. She 
gave up herſelf entirely to them, and nothing 
could bring her off from them; but ſhe added 
to this defect that of enriching ſtrangers, at 
the expence of her own ſubjects. 
«© The Swedes began to murmur at this; 
the Queen was advertiſed of it; their com- 
plaints appeared to be unjuſt, and little re- 
ſpectſul; and being not a little offended at 
them, ſhe was ſo unwiſe as to take vengeance 
on herſelf, In effect, at the time that it was 
leaſt expected, and when ſhe was in a condi- 
tion to find leſs violent remedies, ſhe aban- 
doned at one ſtroke her crown and kingdom 
to her couſin ; to this couſin, I ſay, whom ſhe 
was fo far from loving, that ſhe wiſhed him 
all. the ill ſhe was able; and yet to whom ſhe 
did ſo much good, ſhe thought that it- was 
impoſſible for any to penetrate into the motives 


of this conduct. She pretended by this great 
ſtroke 
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ſtroke of generoſity, to diſtinguiſh herſelf from 
among the heroines of the moſt famous ages : 
but in effect, the conduct ſhe held afterwards, 

diſtinguiſhed her only to her diſadvantage. 
Sbe was ſeen to ſet out from Sweden in a 
very odd dreſs for a woman, with a kind of 
juſtaucorps, a ſhort petticoat, with boots and 
cravat, in a perriwig, a” hat covered with 
feathers, and this perriwig tied up in a lock 
behind, which ſeemed then very ridiculous. 
She forbad all her women to follow her, 
cheoſing only men to ſerve her, and attend 
her. She uſed generally to ſay, That ſhe 
did not love men as men, but becauſe they 
were not women.“ So that ſhe ſeemed to have 
renounced her ſex in renouncing her king- 
dom, although ſhe had ſometimes ſuch weak- 
neſſes, as would have made the meaneſt wo- 

men aſhamed. 
„The truſty Pimentel paſſed over into 
Flanders with her, and I being then there, 
continues ſhe, I ſaw him arrive; he procured 
me the honour to kiſs her hand, and there 
needed no leſs than his credit to obtain 
this: for ſhe ſent word to all the ladies of 
Bruſſels and Antwerp, ſhe would excuſe 
their viſits, Yet the received me very well, 
and the little ſhe ſaid to me, appeared full of 
| wit 
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wit and extraordinary vivacity; but ſhe ſwore 
at every turn like a ſoldier, and her words 
and actions were ſo free, not to ſay ſo diſhoneſt, 
that were it not for her rank, her 1 
would have been little regarded. 

ohe ſpake before every one of the paſs 
ſionate deſire ſhe had to ſee the Prince of 
Conde; that his great actions had charmed 
her, and that ſhe was deſirous to learn the 
art of war under him. The Prince had no 
| leſs deſire to ſee her, than the teſtified to ſee 
him. In the midſt of this mutual impatience, 
the Queen ſtopped on a ſudden, on ſome for» 
malities' and ſteps which ſhe refuſed to take, 
when he ſhould come to ſalute her. Theſe 
reaſons hindered him from ſeeing her with the 
uſual ceremonies, But one day, when the 
Queen's chamber was full of courtiers, the 
Prince ſlipped in; whether ſhe had ſeen bis 
picture, or that his martial air had diſtinguiſhed 
him from others, ſhe fingled him out, and 
knew him, She would immediately hereupon 
have teſtified as much to him, by extraordinary 
civilities. He preſently retired, and ſhe fol- 
lowed to conduct him. Then he ſtopped, 
and contented himſelf with ſaying theſe words, 
Either all, or nothing.“ Some few days 
after, an interview was ſet an foot to be be- 
tween 


188 rin 
tween them in the mall in the park at Bruſſels, 
where they ſpake together with great civility 

and much coldneſs. 
« As to Don Antonio Pimentel, the favors 
the diſtinguiſhed him with, have made noiſe 
enough to come to your ears, and if you be 
ignorant of them, madam, I believe I ought 
not to undertake to teach you the particulars, 
of which perhaps I myſelf may have been ill 
informed.” She held her peace, and I made 
my profit of this moment to thank her for 
her complaiſance, in giving me an account of 
2 Queen, who had ever given me ſuch a great 
curiolity. She aſked me afterwards, ** Whe- 
ther I had ſeen the caſtle of Lerma, He that 
built it, ſaid ſhe, was favorite to Philip 
III. whoſe death happened very ſtrangely. 
This Prince, continued ſhe, was writing let- 
ters in his cloſet, and it being very cold that 
day, they had placed very near him a quick 
fire of coals, whoſe reverberation truck ſo 
much on his face, that he was all in a ſweat, 
as if a great quantity of water had been 
poured on his head. The eafineſs of his temper 
hindered him from complaining, and even 
| ſpeaking of it; for he never found fault with 
any thing. The Marquis de Pobar having ob- 
ſerved the injury which the King received 
| by 
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by this extreme heat, informed the Duke 
d'Alva's gentleman of his chamber of it, to 
the end that he might remove the fire away: 
he replied, * It was not his office, and that 
the Duke Dueſda ought to be made acquainted 
with it, whoſe proper buſineſs it was.” The 
Marquis de Pobar being. troubled to ſee the 
King thus ſuffer, and not daring himſelf to 
eaſe him, for fear of invading another's pro- 
vince, left the fire till in its place; but he 
ſent to give notice of it to the Duke Dueſda, 
who was by misfortune gone near Madrid to 
ſee a ſtately houſe he was building there. 
Word was brought of this again to the Mar- 
quis de Pobar, who propoſed again to the 
Duke d'Alva the taking away the fire. But 
he found him inflexible hereunto, and choſe 
rather to ſend into the country to the Duke 
Dueſda; ſo that before he was come, the 
King was almoſt ſpent, and that very night 
he fell into a violent fever, accompanied with 
an eriſipelis, which inflamed, and the inflam- 
mation degenerated into the purples, which 
cauſed his death. & 9 
I muſt confeſs, ſaid ſhe, that having 
ſeen when I was abroad in the world, other 
courts beſides our own, I could not forbear 
blaming theſe kind of ceremonies and puncti- 
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lios, which hinder the taking of one ſtep faſter 
than another, though life depended thereon.“ 
The old Counteſs of Lemos loved to talk, 
and continuing her | diſcourſe, and among 
other names, mentioned that of the Count de 
Villa Medina. „1 have heard, ſaid I, in- 
terrupting her, that this gentleman, being one 
day in the church of our Lady d' Arbcha, and 
finding there a religious, who begged for the 
ſouls of purgatory, he gave him a piece of 
four pounds.” * Ah, my lord, faid che govd 
father, you have now delivered a ſoul.” „ The 
Count drew out again a like piece, and put it 
into the baſon.” ©« Here is, continued the 
religious, another ſoul delivered.“ He gave 
him in this manner, fix, one after another, 
and at the dropping of each piece, the monk 
cried, ©* Here is a ſoul delivered from purga- 
tory.” © Will you be poſitive in it, replied 
the Count.” Les, my lord, replied the 
monk, I am certain they are now in heaven.” 
« Give me now then back again my ſix pieces, 


aid he, for they ſignify nothing to you, ſeeing 


the ſouls are already got to heaven, there is 
no danger of their returning again tb purga- 
tory.” © Tt was as you relate, added the 


Counteſs, but he took not again his money, 


for this would have been among us an horrid 
ſacrilege. 
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ſacrilege. And I knew a man of good qua- 
lity, who being much behind-hand in the 
world, yet when he was dying, would have 
fifteen thouſand maſſes to be ſaid for him, 
His laſt will was executed, and his poor cre- 
ditors defrauded; for how juſt ſoever their 
debts be, they can expect to receive nothing, 
till ſuch time as all the maſſes which are left 
in the will be ſaid. And this has given ca- 
ſion to that common ſaying among us, That 
ſuch an one has made his ſoul his heir ; of 
whereby is meant, that he has left his eftate 
to the church to ſay prayers for him. 

«© Bat what I have already told you of the 
Count de Villa Medina, brings to my remem- 
| berance, that he being one day at church with 
Queen Elizabeth, he ſaw a great deal of 
money on the altar, which was given for the 
ſouls in purgatory. He drew near, and took 
it up in his hand, ſaying, My love will 
laſt for ever, my pains will be likewiſe eter- 
nal, thoſe of the ſouls in purgatory will have 
an end; alas, mine will never end: this hope 
comforts them ; as for me, I am without hope 

and comfort; ſo that theſe charities are more 
due to me than they.” However, he took 
nothing away, only ſpeaking theſe words as 
an oceaſion to bring in his paſſion before this 
| | : beautiful 
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beautiful Queen, who was there preſent: for 
in effect, he was ſo violently in love with her, 
that there is ſome reaſon to think ſhe was not 
wholly inſenſible of it, if her rigid virtue had 
not preſerved her heart againſt the Count's 
merit. He was young, well ſhaped, hand- 
ſome, brave, magnificent, gallant and witty ; 
every body knows how he appeared to his 
misfortune in a caroſel at Madrid, with a 
ſuit embroidered with new pieces of money 
called reales, and which he bore for a de- 
vice ; 


MIS AMORES SON REALES. 


making an alluſion to the word reales, which 
is to ſay, royal, with the paſſion he had for 
the Queen. This is finer in Spaniſh, and 
ſignifies in Engliſh, My love is royal. 
The Count Duke d' Olivarez, the King's 
favorite, and the ſecret enemy to the Queen 
and the Count, made his maſter take notice 
of the boldneſs of the ſubject, who dared even 
in his preſence declare the ſeatiments he had 
for the Queen; and in this moment he per- 
ſuaded the King to be revenged on him.. An 
occaſion was waited for which ſhould make 
no noiſe, But here is what haſtened his ruin ; 
applying 
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applying his mind only to divert the Queen, 
he wrote a comedy“ which every body likes, 
and the Queen, more than others, found 
therein ſuch moving and delicate ſtrokes in it, 
that ſhe would act a part in it herſelf on the 
King's birth-day. It was the amorous Count, 
who managed and took care of the feſtival ; 
he ordered the cloaths, and provided machines, 
which coſt him above thirty thouſand crowns. 
He had cauſed a great cloud to be painted, 
under which the Queen was concealed in a 
machine. He ſtood. very. near it, and at a 
certain ſign he gave a man who was faithful 

to him, he ſet fire to the linen work of the 
cloud. The whole houſe, valued at a hun- 


+ dred thouſand crowns, was in-a manner con- 


ſumed z but he comforted himſelf, when mak- 
ing his advantage of this fayorable opportunity, 
he took his ſovereign in his arms, carried her 
into a little by-place, and there ſtole from her 
ſome favors; and that which is much taken 
notice of in this country, is, that he touched 
her foot. A little page who ſaw him, in- 
formed the Count Duke of it, he did not 
doubt but when he ſaw the fire, but this was 
an effect of the Count's paſſion, He made 
ſuch an exact enquiry, that he laid before the 
* Tragedies in Spain are called La gran Comedia, and Co- 
medies, Comedia famola, _ | | 
Vol. I. K King 
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King certain proofs of it; and his proofs ſo 
greatly enraged the King, that it is pretended 
he cauſed him to be ſhot with a piſtol one 
night, as he was in his coach with Don Lewis 
de Haro.” 

Here is a very tragical end, faid I, inter- 
rupting her; but whilſt, ſaid ſhe, I am 
ſpeaking to you of Philip IV. I cannot 
help telling you, that he was vehemently in 
love with the Dutcheſs Dalburkerke. He 
could never meet with a favorable opportunity 
of entertaining her. The Duke her huſband 
kept ſtriẽt guard over her, and the more ob- 
ſtacles the King met with, the more his de- 
fires increaſed; but when night came, and 
when he was at play, he feigned to call to 
mind he had a letter to write of the greateſt 
conſequence. He called the Duke Dalbur- 
kerke, who was in his chamber, and defired 
him to take his place, and continue his game. 
He immediately hereupon entered into his 
cloſet, diſguiſed himſelf, went down by a 
back-ftair, and came to the young Dutcheſs, 
with the Count Duke his favorite. 

4c The Duke Dalburkerke, whoſe mind ran 
on his domeſtic intereſts more 'than on his 
game, eaſily believed his maſter would not 
have committed it to him, without ſome ſecret 


delign, He began then to — of an 
notrid 
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horrid cholic, and uttering eries and making 
faces enough to fright one, he gave the cards 
to another, and without any ſtop, run home. 
The King had only juſt arrived there without 
any train, he was then in the court, and ſeeing 
the Duke come, he hid himſelf; but there is 
nothing ſo clear ſighted as a jealous huſband, 
He perceived the King, and being not willing 
to have lights brought, that he might not be 
obliged to acknowledge him, he made up to 
| him with a large cane which he commonly 
walked with; ha! ha! villain, faid he to 
him, thou comeſt to rob my houſe ; and 
without more words he laid on him with all 
his ſtrength. The Count Duke was no-more 
ſpared, who fearing leaſt worſe might happen, 
cried out ſeveral times, it was the King, to 
ſtop the Duke's fury; but this was fo far 
from effecting it, that he redoubled his blows 
both on the prince and his miniſter, crying in 
his turn, That this was a ſtroke of the 
greateſt inſolence, to make uſe of his'majeſty's 
name and his favorite's on ſuch an occaſion, 

that he could find in his heart to ſend them to 
the palace, becauſe he- well knew the King 
would cauſe them to be hanged,* In all this 
fray the King ſaid not a word, and at length 
got away half mad, in having received ſo 

2 K 2 many 
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many blows, and not one favor from his 


miſtreſs. 


« This produced no ill conſequences to 
the Duke Dalburkerke ; but on the contrary, 
the King being cured of his love to the 
Dutcheſs, made a jeſt of it ſome time after, 
I know not whether I do not abuſe your 
patience by the length of this converſation, 
added the Counteſs de Lemos, and I fall in- 
ſenſible into the defect of perſons of my age, 
who forget themſelves when they tell of things 
done in their time.” I ſaw ſhe was for re- 
tiring, and having again thanked her for the 


honor ſhe had done me, I took my leave of 


her, and returned to my inn. 

The weather was ſo foul, that we with 
great difficulty ſet out, but being reſolved on 
it, we marched as long as the day laſted, fall- 
ing down and getting up as well as we could. 
We could hardly ſee four paces before us, the 


Norm was ſo great, that it blew ſeveral ſtones 


off the rocks, which fell into our way, and 
hurt one of our company ; he had been killed, 
had he not ſtepped on one fide. In fine, 
after having made about eight leagues, ac- 
cording to our reckoning, we were much 
aſtoniſhed to find ourſelves at the gates of 


Lerma, without having advanced or gone 


back. 
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back. We had ſtill turned about the town, 
without perceiving it, as it were by enchant- 
ment, ſometimes farther, ſometimes nearer 
and we were all of us not a little out of hu- 
mor at having taken ſo much pains to ſo lictle 
purpoſe, | 

The hoſteſs, tranſported at the ſight of us, 
ſhe who could have been glad with all her 
heart we ſhould thus travel as long as we 
lived, to return to lie at her houſe every night, 
tarried for me at the top of her little ſtair- 
caſe. She told me, ſhe was very ſorry ſhe 
could not let me have my room again, but . 
would give me another commodious enough, 
and that mine. was taken up by a Signora, 
the greateſt in Spain. Don Fernand aſked 
her name, ſhe told him, ſhe was called Donna 
Eleonora of Toledo ; he as ſoon informed me 
that ſhe was his near kinſwoman. He could 
not comprehend by what chance ſhe ſhould 
come here, 

To be ſatisfied in the matter, he ſent his 
gentleman to make her a compliment, and to 
know whether his viſit would not be trouble= 
ſome. She ſent word ſhe had a great ſatis- 
faction at this happy meeting, and that he 
would do her a great deal of honor. He 


went up immediately to her chamber, and was 
EK 9. informed 


” rug 2 * x 

# : 2 

5 7 3 oy » FS " "Ip" 2 8 + E No — 2 8 8 83 9 * 
F 3 ee OS 5. 16g; tis Rodeo N 4 » . , 


198 EE TT RAS 


informed by her of ſeveral particulars which 
related to himſelf, He came afterwards to 
me, and told me very civilly, that were not 
Donna Eleonora exceffive weary and indiſ- 
poſed, ſhe would have given me the firſt viſit, 
In ſhort, I defired him to conduct me to her 
chamber, where ſhe received me in the moſt 


obliging manner; and I obſerved in the firſt 


moment of our converſation, that ſhe had a 
great deal of wit and politeneſs. I found her 
very neat and handfome, her eyes were lively 
and fo gliſtening, that one could not without 


pain endure their brightneſs. Don Fernand 


told her who I was, and that I went to ſee 
one of my near relations at Madrid. Her 
name was not unknown to her, no more than 
her perſon ; ſhe told me, it was not long ſince 
the King had made her Titularia and Mar- 
chioneſs of Caſftille. I ſhould be greatly 
obliged to you, madam, ſaid I, interrupting 
her, if you would be pleaſed to give me ſome 
account of this title; ſhe having mentioned it 
in her letters, without explaining to me what 
it means, no more than that of grandee, &c.”' 
„I ſhall take a pleaſure to inform you of 
what I know, replied Donna Eleonora, and 
I have always heard, that in the time of the 
fit Kings of Doviedo, de Galicia, and Aſtu- 

EY 


O M SPAIN. 199 


ria, they were elected by the prelates of the 
kingdom, and by the ricos-homes. Theſe 
lords having not yet obtained the titles of 
Dukes, Marquiſſes, and Counts, which diſ- 
tinguiſh them from gentlemen, they were 
called ricos- homes, which were as the grandees 
of Spain now. The ricos-homes ſtood co- 
vered before the King, entered among the 
ſtates, and had their active and paſſive voice. 
And the z#tulades at preſent, are the fame 
which were then called ricos-homes; but 
their privileges are not ſo large; and moſt of 
theſe honours, as I ſhall tell you, have been 
reſerved to the grandees of Spain. The ti- 
tulados may have a canopy or cloth of ſtate 
in. their chamber, a coach in Madrid with 
four horſes, with Jos tires largos, which are 
long traces of ſilk, which faſten the laſt horſes 
to the foremoſt. When there are bull-feaſts, 
they have balconies in the great place, where 
their wives are regaled with baſkets full of 
ſweetmeats, gloves, ribbons, fans, filk hoſe, 
and this at the King or town's charge, which 
gives the feaſt. They have their ſeat ſet out 
in their ceremonies, and when the King 
makes a Titulado, Marquis of Caftille, Ar- 
ragon, or Grenada, he enters into * ſtates 
of this kingdom. 
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« As to the grandees, there are three dif- 
ferent ranks of them; and the manner in 
which the King ſpeaks to them in making 
them, diſtinguiſhes them. One rank conſiſts 
of thoſe whom he bids be covered, without 
adding any thing thereto; their grandeur is 
only fixed to their perſon, and is not conſerved 
to their family. 

« The others are thoſe whom the King 
qualifies with the title of one of their lands, as 
for example, Duke, or Marquis of ſuch a place, 
cover yourſelf, for you, and for yours, are 
grandees in a more advantageous manner than 
the firſt, becauſe their grandeur being fixed 


to their eſtates, paſſes to their eldeſt ſon, and 
if they have none, to their daughter or heir. 


«© The- laſt are not covered till after they 
have ſpoken to the King; and the difference 
between theſe is obſerved in ſaying, They 
are grandees for- life, or in their race. It is 
farther to be obſerved, that there -are ſome 
whom'the King bids to be covered before they 
ſpeak to him, in ſaying to them, Cubrides ; 
and they ſpeak, and hear the King ſpeak, 


covered. Others, who are-only covered after 
they have ſpoke to him, and he has anſwered 
them. And the third, who are only covered 


when they have withdrawn themſelves from 
the 
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the King towards the wall; but when they 
are altogether in public offices, or at chapel, 
there is no difference between them, they ſit 
down, and are covered before him. And 
when he writes to them, he treats them as if 
they were princes, they have the title of Ex- 
cellency given them. When their wives go 
to the Queen, ſhe receives them ſtanding, and 
inſtead of fitting on the foot-cloth, they have 
cuſhions brought them to ſit on. | 

« This is, madam, continued Donna E- 
| leonora, what you deſired to know.“ 

After due thanks for her civility, the hour 
of withdrawing being come, I took my leave 
of her, entreating her to continue me in her 
friendſhip. 

I aroſe before day, becauſe we had a great 
journey to make to lie at Aranda de Duero. 
The weather growing milder, it became very 
miſty, which at length turned to rain; and 
when we arrived at night, our hoſt told us we 
were very welcome to him, but we muſt make 
a ſhift without bread. This is, replied I, a 
thing one cannot eaſily be without, And in 
effeR, this news put me alittle out of humor.” 
I enquired how happened this ſcarcity; he 
anſwered me, That the Alcaid Major of 
the town (who is the perſon that orders every 

Ks thing) 


202 rr 
thing) and who is both governor and judge, 
had ſent for all the bread and meal which was 
at the bakers, and had brought it into his 
houſe to make an equal diſtribution of it, 
proportionable to the neceſſities of eaeh parti- 
cular perſon; and that which had occaſioned 
this, was, that the river of Duero, which 
paſſes about the town, was frozen, and the 
rivers of Leon, Suegra, Burgos, Tormes, and 
Salamanca, which threw and loſt themſelves 
therein, had likewiſe ceaſed their courſes, ſo 
that no mills could grind, which made them 
apprehend a famine.“ This obliged us to 
addreſs ourſelves to him to have the bread 
we wanted. Don Fernand ſent one of his 
gentlemen to him in the name of us all, and 
immediately we had ſo much bread ſent us, 
that we gave part to our hoſt and his family, 
who much wanted it. 

| Scarce were we at table, when one of my 
ſervants brought into my chamber ſeveral 
packets of letters, which they had found on 
the ſtairs in the inn. He that carried them 
having drank more than he needed, had fallen 
aſleep there, by which means all his letters 
lay expoſed to the curioſity of them that paſſed 
by. 


Hom 
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Here is in this country a very bad order 
touching commerce; as when the French 
courier arrives at St. Sebaſtian, all the letters 
he brings are delivered to others who are good 
foot-poſts, and ſo eaſe one another. They put 
theſe packets into a ſack, tied with rotten 
_ cords to their ſhoulders; by which means it 
often happens, that the fecrets of your heart 
and family are open to the firſt curious perſon 
who makes this foot-poſt drunk. And this 
is what happened on the preſent occaſion ; 
for Don Frederic de Cardonne having looked 
on the ſuperſcriptions of ſeveral letters, he at 
laſt met with one from a lady with whom he 
was apparently interefted, at leaſt I fo judged 
from the emotion of his countenance, and 
the earneſtneſs with which he opened the 
packet. He read the letter, and was willing 
to ſhew it me, without telling me from whom 
it came, nor for whom it was; dut he pro- 
miſed to inform me farther about it at Madrid. 
Finding it well writ, it came into my mind, 
that you would be perhaps glad to ſee the ſtile 
of a Spaniſh lady, when the writes to thoſe 
the loves. I prayed the knight to let me take 
a copy of it; but it is certain the tranſlation 
takes away much of the I of the original. 
Here it is. 


« Eyery 
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« Every thing contributes to afflict me in 
the unfortunate embaſſy you have undertaken, 
not to mention that diſtance is the bane of 
the ſtrongeſt friendſhip. I cannot flatter my- 
ſelf, that a rupture between the ſovereigns 
may abridge the time of your abſence, and 
reſtore me a bleſſing without which I can no 
longer live. Of all the princes of Europe, he 
to whom you are ſent, is the moſt at union 
with us. I can foreſee no war with him, 
and this ſcourge with which heaven puniſhes 
the guilty, would be to me a thouſand times 
more welcome than peace : yes, I would be 
glad to bear alone all the diſaſters. of it, to ſee 
my lands waſted, my houſes burnt, to loſe 
my eſtate and. my liberty, provided we could 
be together, and that without you ſhare in 
my misfortunes, I could enjoy the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you; you may judge by theſe diſpoſt- 
tions of the condition I am in, when I think 
that you are really going away, that I remain 
at Madrid, that I dare not follow you, that 
my duty ſtifles immediately the projects that ! 
might make to comfort myſelf, and that I loſe 
you, in fine, at a time wherein I have moſt 
reaſon to be perſuaded of your friendſhip, and 

wherein I feel more the marks you gave me of 
it; I ſhould conceal from you my grief, and add 
| none 
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none to your's ; but how can I weep and weep 
without you. Alas, alas! I. ſhall be ſoon 
forced to weep alone. Are you not afraid ſo 
lively an affliction will kill me, and can you 
not feign yourſclf ſick, that you may not leave 
me, think of all the advantages which are 
included in this propoſition z but I am a fool 
to make it to you, you will prefer the King's 
orders before mine, and it would bring me 
into new vexations to put you on ſuch. a proof. 
Adieu, I aſk you nothing, becauſe I have 


too much to aſk you; I was never fo much 
afflicted.” 


As I ended the tranſlating this letter which 
1 ſend you, the Alcade's ſon came to ſee me; 
he was a young man who had a good opinion 
of himſelf, and who was a true guap. Let 
not that word offend you, dear couſin z guap 
is the ſame in Spaniſh, as a brave gallant and 
ſpark is with us. His hair was parted on the 
crown of his head, and tied behind with a 
blue ribbon, about four fingers breadth, and 
about two yards long, whicb hung down at 
its full length ; his. breeches were of black 
velvet, buttoned down on each knee with five 
or fix buttons; he had a veſt on fo ſhort, that 
it ſcarce reached below his pockets, a ſcol- 
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loped doublet, with hanging fleeves, about 
four fingers breadth, made of white embroi- 
dered ſattin. His cloak was of black bays, 
and he being a (park, had wrapped it round 
His arm, becauſe this is more gallant, with a 
very light bu kler in his band, and which has 
a ſteel pike ſtanding out in the middle; they 
carry it with them when they walk in the 
night on any occaſion z he held in the other 
hand a iword, longer than an half-pike, and 
the iron ſor its guard was enough to make a 
breaſt and back-plate. Theſe ſwords being 
fo long that they cannot be drawn out, unlefs 
a man has the arms of a giant; the ſheath 
therefore flies open in laying the finger on a 
little fpring. He had likewiſe a dagger, whoſe 
blade was very narrow; it was faſtened to his 
belt on his back; he had ſuch a ſtrait collar, 
that he could neither ſtoop nor turn about his 
head. Nothing can be more ridiculous than 
what they wear about their necks, for it is 
neither a ruff, band, nor cravat: His hat was 
of a prodigious ſize, with a great band twiſted 
about it, bigger than a mourning one, His 
ſhoes were of as fine leather as that whereof 
gloves are made, and all flaſhed and cur, 
notwithftanding the cold, and fo exactly cloſe 
to his feet, and having no heels, that they 
Cie 
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a rather paſted on. In entering, he 
made me a reverence after the Spaniſh faſhion, 
his two legs croſs one another, and ſtooping 
as women do when they falute one another; 
he was ftrongly perfumed, and they are all ſo; 
his vifit was not long; he was very briſk ; he 
forgot not to tell me that he went often to 
Madrid, and that there were no courſes of 
bulls wherein he ventured not his life. But 
as the little care which was taken of letters, 
run in my mind, and troubled me; I told 
bim of the courier whom my people had found 
aſleep on the ftairs. He anſwered me, that 
this happened from the negleR of the great 


poſt- maſter, or to ſpeak better, in that he 


would gain too much, and that if the King 


knew of it, he would not ſuffer it. This 
name of great poſi-maſter made me enquire 


of him, whether any one rode poſt in Spain. 
He told me, yes; provided they had the 
King's leave, or of the great-maſter, who is 
always a perſon of a diſtinct birth; and that 
unleſs you have an order well figned, and in 
good form, you can have no horſes, But, 
(aid I to him, a man who has fought a duel, 
or has other reaſons to haſten away, what 


does he? „Nothing, madam, faid he to me, 


if he has gnek borſes he makes uſe of them ; 
TD and 
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and if he has not, he is perplexed enough; 
but when one will go poſt, and parts not di- 
rectly from Madrid, it is ſufficient to take a 
billet from the Aicade, which is to ſay, go- 
vernor of the towns where you paſs.” My 
curioſity being ſatisfied on this ſubject, the 
gallant Spaniard withdrew, and we ſupped 

altogether. 

I had been ſome time in bed and aſleep, 
when I was awakened by the ringing of bells, 
and by a confuſed noiſe of dreadful voices. 
I knew not as yet what was the cauſe, when 
Don Fernand Toledo, and Don Frederic 
de Cardonna, without knocking at my door, 
burit it open, and calling out to me as loud 
as they could to make me hear, (for they 
had light) came both of them to my bed, 
and throwing my gown upon me, they car- 
ried me away, with my daughter, as quick 
as they could to the top of the houſe, It is 
impoſſible to repreſent to you my aſtoniſh- 
ment and fear, I aſked them at length, what 
was the matter ? They told me the thaw was 
come down all of a ſudden, with ſuch a great 
violence, that the rivers being ſwelled" by the 
torrents, which fell from all ſides of the 
mountains, with which the town is ſurround- 
ed, had fallen on it, and oyerflowed it, that 

| e 
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a⁊t the inſtant when they came to take me, the 
water had already got to my chamber, and 
that all was in horrid confuſion; they needed 
ſay no more, for I heard dreadful cries and 
ſhricks, and the water ſhook the whole houſe: 
I was never ſo ſeized with fear in all my life ; 
I affectionately regretted my own country: 
Alas ! ſaid I, I have travelled a long way to 
come to drown myſelf on the fourth ſtory 
of an inn at Aranda. All raillery apart, I 
thought ſeriouſly my laſt hour was come, and 
I was fo troubled that I was twenty times 
thinking to intreat theſe gentlemen to hear 
me in confeſſion. I believe that in the ſequel 
they would have more laughed at it than I. 
We were till day in continual- alarms ; but 
the Alcade, and the inhabitants of. the town 
ſo ſpeedily and effeQually ſtirred themſelves 
in turning aſide the torrents, and forcing the 
waters away, that we were only affrighted ; 
two of our mules were drowned; my litters 
and cloaths were fo ſoaked in water, that to 
dry them we were obliged to tarry one whole 
day; and this was no eaſy matter, for there 
are no chimnies in the inns, they heated the 
oven, and put my cloaths in it. I canafſure 
you, I have not gained any thing in this un- 
happy inundation : I lay down after this, or 
£ : to 
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to ſpeak better, I bathed myſelf, my bed be- 
ing as wet as any thing elſe. * 

My fellow travellers thought fit to let me 
reſt a little; I have employed one part of my 
leifure time in writing to you, Adieu, dear 
couſin ; it is time to finiſh : I amever, more 
your's than any body's in the world, 


| From Aranda de Duero, 
March . 


LETTER VI, 


HE exactneſs I obſerve-in giving you 

& an account of things which I judge 
worthy of your curioſity, puts me often times 
on enquiries into ſeveral particulars which 1 
ſhould have otherwiſe omitted, had you not 
perſuaded me that you are a great lover of 
novelties, and that you love to travel without 
going out of your cloſet. 

We parted from Aranda in a time of thaw, 
ede as it rendered the air warmer, fo it 
made the ways more troubleſome. We came 
ſome time after to the mountain of Samo- 
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zierra, which parts the Old Caſtile from the 
New; and we traverſed it not without diffi- 
culty, as well for its height, as the quantity 
of ſnow, with which the bottoms were filled, 
and into which we ſometimes fell as from 
precipices, believing the way even. They 
call this paſs the Puerto, which name me- 
thinks ſhould be only given to a part w ere 
one embarks on the ſea, or a river ; but it is 
thus, they call the paſſage from one kingdom 
to another, and you make your way to your 
_ coſt, for the King's officers wait for travel- 
lers in the road, and let them not go till they 
have paid what they require. 
In arriving at Buitrago, we were as wet as 
the night of the inundation at Aranda, and 
though I kept my litter, I felt no leſs the in- 
commodiouſneſs of the weather; than if I bad 
been on foot or horſeback, becauſe the litters 
are ſo badly cloſed and made in this country, 
that when the mules paſs through any wa- 
ter, they throw up with their feet part of 
the water into the litter, which there remains, 
So that I was forced in arriving, to change 
my linen and cloaths. Afterwards Don Fer- 
nand, the three knights, my daughter, and 
my women, went with me to the caftle I had 
been fo often told of. 


It 
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It appeared to me as regularly built as that 
of Lerma, not ſo large, but in every degree 
as pleaſant : the apartments are better con- 
trived, and the furniture is richer and very 
ſingular, as well for its antiquity as magnifi- 
cence. This caſtle, as well as that of Lerma, 
belongs to Don Rodrigo de Silva de Mendoſa, 
Duke de Paſtrona and de l' Infantada. His 
mother's name is Donna Katherina de Men- 
doſa & Sandoval, heireſs of the Dutchies of 
Infantada and Lerma. It deſcends from fa- 
ther to ſon of Ruy Gomes de Silva, who was 
made Duke of Paſtrana, and Prince of 
Eboly by King Philip II. This Princeſs 
d' Eboly, who has been ſo much talked of 
for her beauty, was his wife, and the King 
was paſſionately in love with her: they ſhewed 
me her picture ; ſhe is repreſented at her whole 
length, fitting under a tent faſtened to ſome 
boughs of trees; ſhe ſeems as if ſhe were 
riſing, for ſhe has only a fine linen cloth on 
her, which lets one part of her body be ſech. 
If ſhe were as handſome as her picture makes 
| her, and if her features were ſo regular, ſhe 
muſt be allowed the moſt charming woman in 
the world. Her eyes are ſo lively and full of 
ſpirit, that it ſeems as if ſhe was about ſpeak- 
ing to you, Her neck, arms, feet, and legs 

are 
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are naked; her hair falls down on her breaſts, 
and little cupids which appear every where 
about her, preſs on one another to ſerve her, 
ſome had her ſlippers, others are ready to ſtrew 
flowers on her, and ſome hold her looking- 
glaſs. Others are ſeen farther off, who are 
ſharpening their arrows, whilſt others fill 


their quivers with them, and bend their bow. 


A fawn looks on her through boughs, ſhe 
ſees him and ſhews him to a little cupid, who 
is leaning on her knees, and weeps as if he 
was afraid of it, at which ſhe ſeems to ſmile. 


I remained a great while looking on this 


picture with pleaſure ; but I was made to paſs 
into a gallery where I ſaw her again. She 
was painted in a large piece attending 
Queen Elizabeth, daughter to Henry II. 
King of France, whom Philip II. King 
of Spain eſpouſed, "inſtead of giving her to 
Don Carlos his ſon, to whom-ſhe had been 
promiſed. The Queen made her entrance 
on horſeback, as it is the cuſtom, and I found 
the Princeſs Eboly leſs ſhining near her than 
ſhe appeared to me when alone. You may 
hereby judge of the charms of this young 
Queen; ſhe had a blue ſattin gown, but as to 
the reſt, juſt as I repreſented to you the 
Counteſs of Lemos. The King ſtood in a 

| balcony 
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balcony to ſee her paſs by. He had a black 
ſuit with a collar of the golden fleece ; his 
bair reddiſh and grey, long viſage, old, 
wrinkled, and ugly *. The Infant Don Carlos 
accompanied the Queen, he was very - fair, 
a fine head, his hair of a light yellow, his 
eyes blue, and he looked on the Queen with 
ſo moving an air, that it appeared the painter 
knew the ſecret of his heart, and would ex- 
preſs it, His habit was white, embroidered 
with precious tones ; he was in his doublet, 
with his hat buttoned on one ſide, and co- 
vered with white feathers. 

I ſaw in the ſame gallery another piece 
which much affected me, which was the 
Prince Don Carlos dying; he was fitting in 
a chair, leaning with his arm on a table be- 
fore him, holding a pen in his hand, as if-he 
would have wrote ſomething; there was a 
veſſel by him, wherein appeared a ſort of 
black liquor, which apparently was deſigned 
for poiſon. A little further you ſee the bath 
preparing for him, where his veins were to 
be opened; the painter had perfectly well re- 
preſented the confuſion of ſo melancholy an 
occaſion, and having read his hiſtory, and 
being much affected with it, methought I 
King Philip was then no more than 38 years of age. 

| ſaw 
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ſaw him really dying. I was told theſe pieces 
were of ineſtimable value. 

I was afterwards conducted into a e- 
ber, whoſe ſurniture had belonged to the 
Archdutcheſs Marguerita of Auſtria, go- 
verneſs of the low countries; and it is pre- 
tended ſhe had worked it herſelf; there is a 
neatly wrought bed of flowers, woods, ani- 
mals, and feathers of all colors, the hangings 
are the ſame, and the different colors therein 
do make a very agreeable ſhew. And this is 
what I found moſt; remarkable in the caſtle 
of Buitrago, and it growing late we left it. 
It was ſeveral days ſince I had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing the playing at ombre, I therefore 
cauſed the cards to be brought. Don Fer- 
nand, with two of the knights, began the 
game, and intereſt myſelf, as I was uſed to do, 
and Don Eftreve de Carjaval did the like ; fo 
that after we had ſeen them play ſome time, 
_ I demanded of him to whom of the three 
knights was the commanderſhip, whence they 
came when I met them. He anſwered me, 
<« Tt did not belong to any one of them; that 
he. had been to ſee one of their common 
friends on a vexatious accident which had 
happened to him in hunting.“ Falling on 
the 1 of commanderſhips, I intreated 

him 
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him to inform me whether the orders of St. 
James, Calatrava, and Alcantara were an- 
_ cient, He anſwered me, © It was above five 
hundred years fince they had ſubſiſted; that 
formerly the order of Calatrava was called the 
Gallant ; that of St. James, the Rich; and 
that of Alcantara, the Noble. That which 
made them be called thus, was that ordinarily 
there entered only young cavaliers into Cala- 
trava; that St. James's was richer than the 
two others, and that to be received a knight 
of Alcantara, one muſt make his proofs of 
our races, whereas to enter into the others, 
there needed only two. In former times, 
when theſe orders were eftabliſhed, the knights 
made vows, lived moſt regularly in commu- 
nity, and wore arms only to combat the 
Moors ; but afterwards the greateſt lords of 
the kingdom entered into it, who obtained 
the liberty to marry, under this condition, 
that they ſhould be obliged to demand an 
expreſs diſpenſation, from the holy ſee, one 
muſt have the King's letter, give proofs of his 
nobility, and [likewiſe prove he is deſcended 
from Old Chriſtians, which is to ſay, there have 
entered no Jews nor Moors into his fathers 
and mother's family. Pope Innocent VIII. 
gave in 1489 to King Ferdinand and 
| his 
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his ſucceſſors, the diſpoſal of all the comman- 
derſhips of theſe three orders, which are called 
Military. The King of Spain diſpoſes of 
them in effect under the title of Perpetual 
Adminiſtrator ; and he enjoys three great 
maſterſhips, which bring him in above four 
thouſand crowns a year. When he holds a 
chapter, as great maſter of the order, or any 
other aſſembly, the knights have the privilege 
to fit and be covered in his preſence.” Don 
Eſteve added, That the order of the Cala- 
trava had thirty-four commanderſhips, and 
eight priories, valued at one hundred and 
twenty thouſand ducats per annum; that Al- 
cantara had thirty-three commanderſhips, four 
alcadies, and four priories, which yielded 
eighty thouſand ducats, and that the eighty- 
ſeven commanderſhips of St, James, as well 
in Caſtille as in the kingdom of Leon, were 
valued at two hundred and ſeventy- to thou- 
ſand ducats. You may hereby judge, madam, 
continued he, that there are ſome helps for the 
poor gentlemen of Spain.” 

5 I agree, ſaid I to him, that this woeld be 
very advantageous for them, were they the 
only perſons admitted into theſe three orders. 
But I think you now told me, that the 
great eſtlords poſſeſs the beſt commanderſhips.“ 
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« This is by a general rule, ſaid he, that thoſe 
who have much will have more, although 
there is the greateſt juſtice others ſhould have 
a ſhare ; and the eldeſt of great quality might 
have wherewith to ſatisfy them in obtaining 
the order of the Fleece, which extremely diſ- 
tinguiſhes thoſe whom the King honors with 
it. However, this being a favor accompa- 


nied with no revenue, and being not eaſily 


obtained, few people ſcek it, and you ſee or- 
dinarily none but princes have it,” „If. you 
know who inſtituted this order of the Fleece, 
ſaid I to him, you will oblige me in inform- 
ing me.“ It is pretended, replied he, that 


In the time when the Moors poſſeſſed the beſt 


and greateſt part of Spain, a pious peaſant 
praying one day earneſtly to God to deliver 
the kingdom from theſe infidels, perceived an 
angel coming down ſrom heayen who gave 
him a fleece of gold, and commanded him to 
make uſe of it to gather troops, becauſe at 
this ſight he would not be refuſed followers 
to fight the enemy. This holy man 
obeyed ; and ſeveral gentlemen took up 
arms in effect on what he told them. 

6 The ſucceſs of this enterprize anſwered 
the hope conceived of it. So that Philip the 
Good, Duke of Burgundy, inſtituted the or- 
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der of the Golden Fleece, in the honor of 
God, of the Virgin, and St. Andrew, in the 
year 1429, and the day of his marriage with 
Iſabella, daughter to the King of Portugal, 
was choſen for this ceremony. It was made 
at Bruges, it ordained, that the Duke of 
Burgundy ſhould be perpetual chief of the 
order, becauſe St. Andrew is patron of Bur- 
gundy. Thoſe who have it are called Caval- 
lers's del Tuſon, which is to ſay, Knights of 
the Fleece; and one may hence remark, that 
there is a difference in relation to this order, 
| ſaying, when one ſpeaks of the others, that 
ſuch a one is Knight of the order of St. 
James, or the order of Calatrava.“ 

In the time when we were thus talking, 
we heard a noiſe, as of a coach and atten- 
dants that ſtopped ; not long after, Don Fre- 
deric de Cardonna's valet de cambre entered 
into my chamber, to tell his maſter, that the 
Archbiſhop of Burgos was arrived, 

« This is an happy encounter for me, 
ſaid he, for I parted expreſsly from Madrid 
to fee him; and having not found him at 
Burgos, I was not a little troubled at ie” 
Fortune is always on your ſide, ſaid Don 
Sancho, ſmiling to him, but not to retard 
the pleaſure of ſeeing this illuſtrious kinſman, 
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we will leave off our game.“ Don Fernand 
and Don Sancho aroſe. Undoubtedly, ſays 
Don Eſteve, Don Frederic will be of our 
company this night.” „“ am of another 
mind, replied Don Ferdinand ; the Archbi- 
ſhop is one of the moſt obliging perſons in 
the world; as ſoon as ever he knows here is 
a French lady, he will give her a viſit.” „He 
will do me a great deal of honor, anſwered 
I, but yet I ſhall be a little perplexed, for we 
muſt ſup and go to reſt betimes.” I had 
ſcarce ended theſe words, when Don F rederic 


returned again. 


« As ſoon as ever the Archbiſhop knew 
there was a ſtrange lady at Buytrago, ſaid he 
to me, he no longer minded me; and if 
you pleaſe, madam, he will come and offer 
yo A ee depends on him in this coun- 
try.“ 

I anſwered this civility as I ought; and 
Don Frederic being returned to him, con- 
duced him a while, after into my chamber. 
I found him extraordinary. civil, he ſpoke 
little, and obſerved the gravity befitting his 
character, and the Spaniſh nation. He much 
bewailed my making ſo long a journey in fo 
rigorous a ſeaſon, and intreated me to lay my 


commands on him in ſomething wherein he 
| might 
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might obey me. This is the uſual compli- 
pliment in this country; he had a long caſ- 
ſock over his cloaths, which were of purple 
velvet, with high ruffled ſleeves, which reached 
to his very ears, and a pair of ſpectacles on 
his noſe. 

He ſent for a little monkey, which he would 
needs give my daughter, and though I was 
troubled at it, I could not reſiſt his intrea- 
ties, and the deſire my daughter had of. ac- 
cepting it. Every time the Archbiſhop took 
tobacco, which he often did, the little ape 
reached out his paw to him, and he put ſome 
on it, which he made as if he would take. 
This prelate told me, the King of Spain ex- 
pected, with extream impatience, the anſwer 
of the Marquis de los Balbares, on the or- 
ders he had given him on the demand of 
Mademoiſelle from the French King. If his 
Moſt Catholic Majeſty's greatnefs be conſi- 
dered, continued he, this marriage muſt cer- 
tainly be eſteemed very honorable ; for when 
the ſun goes down in one part of his domi-, 
Nions, it riſes in another. And this monarch 
enjoys not alone his grandeur, he has the 
pleaſure of ſharing it to his ſubjects, he is in 
a Condition to recompence them, to make 
them happy, to put them into high places, 
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where their whole ambition is ſatisfied, and 
wherein they receive the ſame honor as ſove- 
reigns ; and is not this what a King ought 
to wiſh, to be in a capacity to recompence 
magnificently the ſervices which are rendered 
him, and force even an unthankful perſon to 
become grateful. It is a ſurpriſing thing, 
the number of employs for men of the ſword 
and the gown, which his Majeſty every day 
beſtows.” 

„ Several perſons have ſpoken to me of this, 
as you do, my lord, ſaid I to him, but I hope 
to be perfectly inſtructed in it at Madrid.“ 
c J am able to inform you, at leaſt in part of 
what you would know, replied he, ſome rea- 
ſons have obliged me to take a little abſtract, 
and which I think I have about me.” He 
immediately delivered it to me; and having 
kept the copy of it, and it appearing curious 
to me, I ſhall therefore here, dear couſin, 
tranſlate it for you. | 
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Vice-Royalties which depend on the King 

vl of Spain, 

Naples, Sicily, Arragon, Valentia, Navarre, 
Sardinia, Catalonia; and in New Spain, 
—_— | . 

Governments 
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Governments of Kingdoms and Provinces, 


The States of Flanders, Milan, Galicia, Bif- 
cay, the iſles of Majorca and Minorca. 
Seven governments in the Weſt-Indies, viz. 
the iſles of Madeira, Cape Vert, Mina, 
St. Thomae, Angola, Braſil, and Algerves ; 
in Africa, Iſeuta, Maragan ; in the Eaſt, 
the Phillipin iſlands. | 


Biſhopricks and Archbiſhopricks in the Moft 
Catholic King's nomination, ſince Pope 
Adrian VI. * his right of nomina- 
tion. 


Firſt, in the two Ciſtilles the Archbiſhop- 
rick of Toledo, whoſe Archbiſhop is Primate 
of Spain, Great Chancellor of Caſtille, and 
Counſellor of State. He ſpeaks to the ſtates 
and in the council, immediately after the 
King; and he is uſually conſulted" on all im- 
portant affairs. He has three hundred and 
fifty thouſand crowns a year, and his clergy 

four hundred thouſand. | 
The Archbiſhop of Braga in Portugal, who 
is Spiritual and Temporal Lord of the City, 
and who for a mark of his authority, carries 
his croſier in his hand, and his ſword by his 
ſide, pretends to the Primacy of Spain, and 
v4 diſputes 


2 2 
. 


r 


diſputes it with the Archbiſhop of Toledo, 


becauſe this Primacy was heretofore held at 
Seville, afterwards tranſlated to Toledo, by 
reaſon of the invaſion of the Moors, and that 
Toledo being fallen into their hands, it was 
tranſlated to Braga, ſo that the Archbiſhop 
long poſſeſſed this dignity ; but after the Spa- 
niards had retaken Toledo, the Archbiſhop 
re-demanded his Primacy, he of Braga would 
not conſent to reſtore it; and this difference 
being not yet terminated, _ both aſſume 
this title. 

The Archbiſhoprick of Seville i is worth an- 
nually three hundred and fiſty thouſand ducats, 
and its chapter above an hundred thouſand, 
Nothing can be ſeen finer than this cathedral. 
Among other things remarkable, there is a 
tower built with brick, near two hundred 
feet in cirtumference, and above one hundred 
in height. Another tower is raiſed above it, 
which is ſo well contr:ved within, that a man 
may ride on horſeback to the top of it. The 
outſide is painted and gilt. 

The Archbiſhoprick of St. James's s de 
Compoſtella is worth near fixty thouſand 
ducats, and its Chapter an . thou- 
ſand. a 


The 
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The Archbiſhoprick of Granada is valued 


at forty thouſand ducats. 
That of Burgos near as much. 


The Archbiſhoprick of 


Sarragoſſa, fifty thouſand ducats a year, 
Avila, twenty thouſand. 
Valencia, forty thouſand. 


| The Biſhoprick of 
Aſtorgas, twelve thquſand ducats a year. 
Cuenſa, more than fifty thouſand. 
Cordava, about forty thouſand. 
Siguenſa, the ſame, 
Segovia, twenty-five thouſand. 
Calahorra, twenty thouſand.” 
Salamanca, ſomething more. 
Placentia, fifty thouſand. 
Palancia, twenty-five thouſand. 
Jaca, above thirty thouſand. 
Malaga, forty thouſand. 
Oſma, twenty-two thouſand. 
Zamora, twenty thouſand. 
Coria, twenty thouſand, 
Ciudad Rodrigo, ten thouſand, | 
The Canary Iſlands, twelve thoufand. 
Lugo, eight thouſand. 
| Mondenedo, ten thouſand, | 
L 5 Oviedo, 
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Oviedo, twenty thouſand, 
Leon, twenty-two thouſand. 
Pampelune, twenty-eight thouſand.. 
Cales, twelve thouſand. 
Orenſa, ten thouſand. 
Onguela, ten thouſand. 
Almeria, five thouſand. 
Guadix, ninety thouſand. 
Tuy, four thouſand. 

Badajoz, eighteen thouſand. 
Vailladolid, fifteen thouſand. 
Hueſca, twelve thouſand. 
Tarozona, fourteen thouſand.. 
Balbaſtro, ſeven thouſand. 
Albervacin, ſix thouſand. 
Tervel, twelve thouſand. 
Jaca, fix thouſand, 


I ought not to omit obſerving, that the ca- 
thedral of Cordova is extraordinary ftately ; it 
was built by Abderhaman, who ruled over 
all the Moors in Spain. It ſerved them for 
a moſque in the year 787. But the Chriſtians 
having taken Cordova in 1236, they made a 
church. of this moſque. It has twenty-four 
great- gates, all of them carved with orna- 
ments of ſteel ; its length is fix hundred feet, 
and its breadth fifty. It it is perfectly well. 
proportioned: 
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proportioned and ſuſtained by eight hundred 
and fifty piilars, the greateſt of which are of 
Jaſper, and the others of black marble, of a 
foot and a half diameter. The roof is ad- 
mirably well painted; and one may from 
hence judge of the magnificent humor of 
the Moors. 

It is hard to believe, after what I have 
written.of the cathedral of Cordova, that that 
of Leon is yet more conſiderable z yet nothing 
is more true, and this is what has given oc- 
caſion to what is commonly ſaid, that the 
church of Leon is the ' fineſt in all Spain, the 
church of Toledo the richeſt, that of Seville. 
the / greateſt, and that of Salamanca the 
ſtrongeſt. | 

The cathedral of Malaga i is ae well 
ſet forth, and juſtly proportioned; the deſk 
in the choir coſt one hundred and five thou- 
ſand crowns, and all the reſt anſwers to this 
magnificence. | 


Principalites of Catalonia. 


The Archbiſhoprick of TPO and of 

Barcelona. 

The Biſhoprick of Lerida, Urgel, Gironne, 
Vique, Salſona, Tortoſa, Elm. One 


rene 
In Italy. 


The Archbiſhoprick of Brindes, Lanciano, 
Matera, Otrante, Rocli, Salerna, Trani, 
Tarante. 

The Biſhoprick of Ariano, Acerra, Aquila 
Coſtan, Caftelamare, 


Kingdom of Naples 5. 
The Biſhoprick of Gaeta, Galipoli, Gniove- 


nazzo, Mofula, Monopoli, Puzzol, Po- 
tenza, Trivento, Tropea, Dugento. 


Kingdom of Sicily. 
The Archbiſhoprick of Palerma, Monteral. 
The Biſhoprick of Girgento, Mazara, Meſ- 
ſina, Parti, Cefalu, Catania, Zaragoza, 
Malte. | 


At Milan 4. 
The Archbiſhoprick of Milan. 
The Biſhoprick of Vigevano. 


Kingdom of Majorca. 
The Biſhop of Majorca. 


®* The kingdom of Naples is now ſeparated from Spain, 
and belongs to the King of the two Sicilys, ſon to his pre- 
ſent Majeſty of Spain. 
+ Milan has by treaty long ſince ceded to the Emperor. 
Kingdom 
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| | Kingdom of Sardinia. 
The Archbiſhop of Cagliari, Oriſtan, Sacer. 
The Biſhoprick of Alguerales, Boza, Am- 
purias. 
In Africa. 
The * of Tanger, and of Ceuta, 


In the Indies, 0 
The Archbiſhop of Goa, bs 


The Biſhoprick of Madeira, Pls”. in the 


Tercere ifles, Capeverde, St. Thomas, 
Cochin, Malara, Maliopor, Macao. 


From all the Archbiſhopricks and Biſhop- 
ricks there comes nothing to the Pope from 
the Biſhop that dies, nor whilſt the benefice 


is vacant, It will be a hard matter to recite 
the number of Abbies and other dignities to 


which the King of Spain preſents. 

We ſhall now mention the fix  Archbi- 
fhopricks, and the thirty-two Biſhopricks of 
New Spain, of its iſles, and of Peru. 

The Archbiſhoprick of the city of Tos 
Reyes, capital of the province of Peu, is 
valued at near r, thouſand crovns per 
annum. 
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The Biſhoprick of 
Arequipa, ſixteen thouſand crowns a year. 
Truxillo, fourteen thouſand. 
St. Franciſco de Quito, eighteen thouſand, 
'The great town of Curco, twenty-four thou- 
ſand. 
St. John of Victory, eight thouknd: 
Panama, fix thouſand. 


Chile, five thouſand. | 
Of our lady of Cnile, forty thouſand. 


The Archbiſhoprick of 


Bogota, in the kingdom of Granada, fourteen 
thouſand. 

Popaya, five thouſand, - 

Carthagena, fix thouſand. 

St. Maria, cighteen thouſand. 


The Biſhoprick of Plata, in the province 
of Los Chaicas, ſixty thouſand crowns. The 
Archdeacon of this Biſhoprick has five thou- 
ſand. The Maſter of the children of the 
choir, the Chaunter, and the Treaſurer, each 
forr thouſand, Six Canons, each three thou- 
ſans, Six other dignities, valued each at 
one tzouſand eight hundred crowns. And 
one ma; obſerve by the riches of the Chapter 
of Plata, hat the others have not much leſs. 

| | The 
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The Archbiſhoprick of La Plata has for Suf- 
fragans, the Biſhoprick of 


Paz, Tutuman, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
Paraquay de Buenos Ayres, Del Rio de 
Plata, 


The Archbiſhop of St. F in the province 


of Futuman, is worth ſix hundred crowns. 


The Biſhoprick of 


St. Lawrence de las Barrancas, twelve thou- 
ſand crowns. 


Baragua, ſixteen thouſand. 
La Sante Trinite, fifteen thouſind . 


The Archbiſhoprick of Mexico, erected in 
1518, twenty thouſand reales. 
The Biſhoprick of Los Angelos, fifty thou- 
ſand reales. 


The Biſhoprick of 


Valadolid, of the province Mechoacan, four- 

teen thouſand crowns. 

Antequara, ſeven thouſand crowns a year. 

Guadalaxara, province of the New Galieia, 
ſeven thouſand. 


Durango, four thouſand. 
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Merida, capital of the province of Yucatan, 
eight thouſand. | 

Santiago, in che province of Guatamala, 
eight thouſand. 

Santiago Leon, three thouſand. 

| Chiiaps, fiie thouſand. 


The Archbiſhop of St. Domingo, of the Spa- 
niſh iſlands, Primate of the Indies, three 


thouland. 


The Archbiſhoprick of 
St. Juan de Porto Rico, fifty thouſand reales. 
The iſles of Cuba, eight thouſand. 
St. Anna de Coro, eight thouſand. 
Camayagua, capital of the province of Hon- 
duras, three thouſand, | 


The Archbiſhoprick Metropolitan of Manila, 
capital of the Phillippian iſlands, three 
thouſand crowns, which the King is obliged 
to pay him, by the Bull granted in 1595. 
The King likewiſe pays the Chapter the 
fame ſum. This Archbiſhoprick has three 
Suffragans, viz. One in the iſle of Cebu, 
the other in that of * and the third 
in Comorina. 


Having 


- 
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Having read the memorandum which the 
Archbiſhop of Burgos gave, and cauſed it to 
be copied out, he withdrew, praying me that 
Ih would permit him to ſend his olio to me, 
becauſe it was ready, and that I could not 
get any thing better for my ſupper. I thanked 
bim, and told him, the ſame reaſon obliged 
me to refuſe it, ſeeing without it he would 
make as bad a ſupper as we. 

Yet Don Frederic de Cardonna was al- 
ready gone to fetch it, and he returned laden 
with a great filver pot; but he was much 
ſurpriſed in finding it faſtened with a lock : 


this is uſual in Spain, He would needs. have 


had the key of the cook who, (taking it ill 
that his maſter would not eat his olio) an- 
ſwered, That he had unfortunately loſt the 
key in the ſnow, and knew not how to 
open it.“ | nn 

Don Frederic vexed at this, would, not- 
withſtanding my intreaties, go and acquaint 


the Archbiſhop with it, who ordered his 


major-domo to look after it. He threatened 
the cook, and the ſcene paſſed ſo near my 
chamber, that I heard the whole of it; but 
that part which pleaſed me moſt were the 
cook's anſwers, who ſaid, No puedo gadecer 
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la rina, ſiendo Chriſtians viejo, hidalgo com el 
Rey y peco mas; which is to ſay, „I cannot 
bear the being reprimanded, who am of the 
race of Old Chriſtians, Wr are noble as the 
King, and ſomething more.“ 

It is commonly at this rate the Spaniards 
value themſelves. This ſame blade was not 
only vain-glorious, but obſtinately conceited ; 
and whatever could be done or ſaid to him, 
would not make him deliver the key of the 
pot, ſo that the olio remained | in it untouched 
for us. of 
We went to bed late, ſo that not riſing 
very early, all that I could do before I ſet 
out, was to finiſh this letter, and to-morrow 
I ſhall begin another, wherein you ſhall be 
— of the reſt of my travels. 


From Boitrago, 


March 13. 


LETTER 
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E can eafily perceive that we are not 
far from Madrid ; the weather is fair 
notwithſtanding the ſeaſon, and we have no 


more need of fire; but it ſeems very ſtrange 


to us, that in the inns. which are neareſt to 
this great town, you are worſe uſed, than in 
thoſe which are an hundred leagues diſtant 5 
you would think you came rather into deſarts, 
than near a town where reſides ſo great a 

monarch ; and I can aſſure you, dear couſin, 
that in our whole courſe, I have not met with 
an houſe or caſtle that has pleaſed me; I am 
much amazed at it, for I thought that in this 
country, as in ours, I ſhould find fine walks, 
and curious ſeats, whereas you can ſcarcely 
ſee any trees, ſave ſome few which grow in 
ſpite of the ſoil : and at this time, when I am 
but ten leagues from Madrid, my chamber 
ſtands even with the ſtable; it is an hole that 
needs a light at noon, but what kind of light, 
think you? you had better have none at all; 


for this is a lamp which baniſhes all chearful- 


neſs 
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neſs by its glimmering light, and your health 
by its ſtinking ſcent: and go where you will, 
though to the curate of the pariſh for a candle, 
you will not find one, and I doubt much 
whether there be any in his church. Here 
every where a ſad ſcene of poverty preſents 
itſelf to your ſight. Don Fernand Ce Toledo, 
who took notice of my aſtoniſhment, aſſured 
me, I ſhould fee very fine things at Madrid; 
but I could not forbear telling him, I could 
not eaſily imagine it: it is true, the Spaniards 
bear up under their indigence with ſuch an 
air of gravity as would deceive one, the very 
peaſants telling their ſteps as they walk; they 
are mightily inquiſitive after news, as if their 
whole being depended thereon. I have had 
many of them come into my chamber without 
any ceremony, and without cloaths on their 
backs, or ſhoes on their feet, entreating me 
to tell them what I knew of the court of 
France. After I had ſpoke to them, they 
have examined what I ſaid, and argued on it 
among themſelves in ſuch a manner, as ſhewed 
great ſenſe, and a lively apprebenſion : this 
nation has ever had ſomething extraordinary 
among them above others. * 
There came to fee me, among others, one 
of the townſmen's wives, a good likely wo- 
| man 3; 
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man; ſhe carried her child in her arms, which 
was a dreadful lean one; he had above an 
hundred little hands like thoſe of jointed babies 
hanging about his neck, and on all ſides of 
him. I aſked his mother the meaning of this: 
ſhe anſwered me, That it was good againſt 
evil eyes.” How, faid I to her, do theſe 
little hands hinder one from any diſtemper of 
the eyes? “ Undoubtedly, replied ſhe, but 
not as you mean; for you mult know, if you 
pleaſe, there are people in this country, who 
have ſuch a poiſon in their eyes, that in look» 
ing ſtedfaſtly on a perſon, and eſpecially on a 
young child, they make him pine away to 
death, I ſaw a man who had an evil eye, 
and doing miſchief when he looked with this 
eye, he was obliged to cover it with a great 
plaiſter: as to the other eye, it had no ma- 
lignity, yet it ſometimes happened, that being 
with his friends, when he ſaw a great many 
ſowls together, he would ſay, chooſe which 
of theſe you would have me kill. He was 


ſhewed one, he took off his plaiſter, looked 
ſtedfaſtly on the fowl, and a while after ſhe 


turned round ſeveral times as giddy, and fell 
down dead.” This woman likewiſe would 
| perſuade me that there are magicians, who 
- looking on any one with an evil intention, 
ſtrikes 


„ 
4 


| 
| 
| 


erer ren 


ſtrikes them with ſuch a languiſhment, as 
makes them become lean like ſkeletons ; and 
her child, ſhe told me, had been ſtruck in this 
manner, and the-common remedy is the uſe of 
theſe little hands. She moreover told me, it 
is the cuſtom, when they ſee any one look at- 
tentively upon them, and the party has a look 
bad enough to fear ſhe ſhould give the evil 
d'Ojos (it is thus called, becauſe it is done by 
the eyes) to preſent her one of theſe hands, 
or even her own ſhut, and to ſay to her, 
Toma la mano, which is to ſay, Take this 
hand; to which the perſon ſuſpected muſt 
anſwer, Dios le benediga, God bleſs you; 
which if ſhe does not, ſhe is judged to have a 
bad intention, and hereupon he or ſhe may be 
denunciated to the inquiſition; or if you be 
the ſtrongeſt, you may beat them till 1 0 3; 
Dios le benediga. 

I do not aſſure you as a thing certain, that 
the relation of the fowls is poſitively true ; 
but this is certain, that they are here ſtrongly 
perſuaded there are perſons who can do you 
hurt by barely looking at you; and here are 
even churches to which they go in pilgrimage 
to be cured of it, I aſked this young woman 
if there appeared nothing extraordinary in 
thoſe they call miſchieyous eyes, She told 

me, 
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me, no; except that they are full of ſuch a 
ſhining vivacity, that they ſeem to be all on 
fire, and would make one think they will 
pierce you like a dart. She moreover told 
me, that of late the inquiſition had cauſed an 
old woman to be ſeized on, who was accuſed 
of being a witch; and ſhe believed it was ſhe 
who had put her child into that piteous con- 
dition in which I ſaw it. I aſked her what 


they would do to this woman; ſhe told me, 


if there were proofs ſtrong enough, ſhe would 
be infallibly burnt, or left in the inquiſition j 
and that the beſt treatment ſhe could chooſe 
would be to be delivered thence by being 
whipped along the ſtreets ; that theſe witches 
are tied to an aſe's tail, or that they are placed 
on theſe beaſts, coifed with a paper mitre, 
painted with all colors, with writings, which 
| denoted the crimes they have committed: that 
in this fine equipage they are led about the 

town, where every one has the liberty to ſtrike 
them, or throw dirt at them. But, ſaid I to 
her, how know you that their condition would 
be worſe if they remained ſtill in priſon? O 
madam, ſaid ſhe to me, I ſee you are- not yet 
informed what the inquiſition is; whatever 
can be ſaid of it, comes not near the rigors 
exerciſed therein: you are ſeized on, and 
| thrown 
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thrown into a dungeon; you lie there two or 
three months, ſometimes more, and ſometimes 
leſs, without a word being ſaid to you: at the 
end of this time you are led before the judges, 
who with a terrible look aſk you why you are 
there? it is natural to anſwer, you know not. 
They ſay no more to you, but fend you back 
again to this diſmal hole, wherein you every 
day ſuffer a greater puniſhment than death 
itfelf; yet you are not ſuffered to die there, 
but remain many times a year in this condi- 
tion. At the end of this time you are brought 
again before the ſame judges, or before others, 
for they change, and go into ſeveral coun- 
tries; theſe demand of you again, why you 
are detained ? you anſwer, that you have been 
apprehended, but you know not for what. 
You are ſent again into your dungeon without 
any more words. In ſhort, ſometimes you' 
paſs over your whole life there. And de- 
manding of her, if it were the cuſtom for a 
perſon to accuſe himſelf, ſhe anſwered, that 
as to ſome perſons, it was the beſt and ſhorteſt 
way; but that the judges held only this courſe 
with thoſe againſt whom they had no certain 
proofs ; for commonly, when any one accuſes 
a perſon of capital crimes, the accuſer gene- 
rally remains in priſon with the criminal, and 
E. this 
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this is the reaſon of their being a little more 
moderate. She related to me the particular 
puniſhments, and the whole manner of them, 
with which Iwill not fill this letter, nothing 
being more dreadful. She moreover told me, 
ſhe knew a Jew named Iſhmael, who was put 
into the priſon of the inquiſition of Seville, 
with his father, who was a Rabbin of their 
law. It is four years ſince they were there, 


when Iſhmael, having made an hole, climbed 
up to the top of the tower, and making uſe of 


ropes which he had provided, he flid down 
the wall with a great deal of danger; but 
having got down, he reproached himſelf for 
having abandoned his father, and without con- 
ſidering the riſk he had ran after more than 
one manner, ſeeing his father and he were 
condemned, and were to be led in a few days 
to Madrid, with ſeveral others, to ſuffer there 
the greateſt torment; yet this hindered not 


his determination, for he generouſly climbed 


up the tower, deſcended into the dungeon, 
drew from thence his father, made him eſcape 
before him, andgot away, himſelf.” I thought 


this action very brave, and worthy to be ſet us 


an example to Chriſtians, in an age wherein 


the moſt indiſpenſible obligations are lighted: 


I continued entertaining myſelf” with this 
Vox. I. NM Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh woman, when Conſtance, one of my 
women, whom you know, came to tell me 
with great earneſtneſs, that ſhe now ſaw Mon- 
ſieur Daucourt, and that if it was agreeable 
to me, ſhe would ſtep out and call him. 
This is a rich gentleman, whom I knew at 
Paris, a civil man, of good ſenſe, and of a 
comely perſon : I knew that he had a brother 
at Madrid belonging to Don Juan of Auſtria. 
Having intimated that I ſhould be glad to 
| ſpeak with him, Conſtance went out in queſt 
of him, and brought him to me. After the 
firſt civilities, and informing myſelf of the 
news of my kinſwomen whom I believed he 
knew, I aſked him concerning his own affairs, 
and whether he was content with his journey. 
„Ah, madam, ſpeak no more to me of my 

journey, cried he, there never was a more 
unfortunate one; and had you come ſome days 
ſooner, you might have ſeen me hanged.” 
«© How, ſaid I to him, what do you mean by 
this?“ „ I mean, faid he, that I h:d ail the 
ſear of it, and that this is the moſt unpleaſant 
country in the world for ſtrangers. But, 
madam, if you are at leiſure, and would know 
more, I will relate to you my adventure.“ 
„% You will do me a great deal of pleaſure; ſaid 
I to him, we are here in a place where ſuch a 
Mons N relation 


ROM SPAIN. 243 
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in this manne. 

* Some aftairs' in eh B 00 aan; 
and the deſite of ſeeing: a brother, who had 
been abſent from me ſome years, obliged me, 
madam, to undertake this journey to Madrid; 
I was little acquainted with the cuſtoms of 
chat place, for I imagined one might go to 
women without difficulty, and that we might 
play and eat with them; but I was aſtoniſhed 
to learn, that every one of them is more retired 
in her houſe; than -a Carthuſian in his cell; 
and that there are perſons who have been 
mutually in love for two or three years, and 
yet had never ſpoken to one another. Such 
ſingular manners ſeemed rĩdiculous to me, for 
I ſpoke freely whatever came into my heady 
but I treated the matter more ſeriouſly, when 
I underſtood that theſe women, ' who were {6 
cloſely. confined, were the moſt amiable women 
in the world; that they had ſuch a delicacy, 
vivacity, and manners, as are no where to 
be met with but among them; that love 
always appeared new, that no perſon would 
change a Spaniſh woman but for angther, -'L 
was in the greateſt deſpair at the difficulties 
there was to get at them. One of my friends, - 
„ who Wa my companion in 
1, | MS. my 


my journey, and who is a briſk lad; was no 
leſs troubled on his fide than I on mine: my 
brother, who feared: left ſome vexatious acci- 
dent ſhould befal us, continually inculcated 
into us how jealous huſbands are in this country, 
great murderers, and that they no more va- 
Jued the killing of a man than a fly. This 
did not agree very well with two men who 
were not as yet weary of living. ne 
We went into all parts where ae 
we might ſee ladies; we ſaw ſome indeed, but 
this did not ſatisſy us, for all the bows and 
cringes we made them brought forth nathing; 
we each of us returned home every night very 
weary and diſguſted at our fruitleſs circuits. 
One night, Belleville and I went upon 
ſome deſign to the Prado, which is à walk 
adorned with large trees, and ſeveral foun- 
tains, which throw their water à great heighth, 
and in- great guſhes it falls into baſons, from 
| whence it runs (when they have a mind) into 
the - courſes. to water them, and ſo to make 
them -freſh and pleaſant. It was the fineſt 
weather that evening one could wiſh. After 
we had gat out of our coach, and ſent ĩt away, 
we began to walk ſoftly, and having taken a 
ſew turns, we ſeated ourſelves on the ſide of 


one of „ and _— began ta make 
our 


* 
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our uſual complaints. Dear Belleville, ſaid 
I to my friend, ſhall we never be ſo happy as 
to meet with one of theſe witty and charming 
Spaniſh women, ſo much boaſted of? Alas; 
ſays he, I deſire it too much, but dare not 
bope it: hitherto we have met with nothing 
but ſuch ugly creatures, as run after people to 
fright them; and who under their white veils 
are more-tauny and loathſome than the Bohe- 
mians; ſuch as theſe, I ſwear to you, do not 
pleaſe me at all, and notwithſtanding their 
ſprightlineſs, I cannot conſent to enter mee a 
near converſation with them.“ 150 

„At the very inſtant theſe mn were out 
of his mouth, we efpied coming out of à door 
hard by, two women ; they had leſt off their 
upper garments, which were always very plain; 
and hen they opened their mantua's the light 
of the moon made the glory of their gold and 
precious ſtones appear. As God is true, 
cries out Belleville, here is at leaſt two fairies,” 
Nay, ſaid I, let us be juſter, and think them 
no other than two angels. When they came 
near us, we ſtood up, and made them the loweſt 
bow that ever We made in our lives. They 
paſſed by us ſoftly, and with thoſe little apiſh 
tricks which become the Spaniards ſo well, 
e firſt with one eye, and then 
1 oe M 3 with 
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with the other. They. walked on a lietle; 
we were in pain what to think, whether they 
would return back the ſame way, or whether 
we ſhould follow them ;. but while we were 
deliberating, we perceived them to approach 
us. When they were near us, they ſtood till, 
when one of them began to ſpeak, and aſked 
us, If we could ſpeak Spaniſh: 1 ſce by 
your habits, ſaid ſhe, that you are ſtrangers ; 
but pray tell me of What country you: axe.“ 
We told ber we were Frenchmen, and that 
we ſpoke Spaniſh bad enough, but that we 
had a great mind to ſpeak it well: and that ta 
fucceed therein, we were perſuaded that we muſt 
love a Spaniſh woman, and we heartily wiſhed 
we might find one that deſired to be beloved: 
The matter is nice, replied the other lady, 
forry for her Who engages in ſuch a deſign, 
for I have heard that Frenchmen are not 
faithful.“ Oh! madam, ſays Belleville, this 
was ſame perfon which had a mind. to do us 
an ill turn, and put us out of your good opi- 
nion, but it will be eaſy to wipe off this aſ- 


perſion; though I may ſoon give my heart to 


2 pretty woman, yet I am very ſenſible that I 
cannot fo eaſily call it back again.. What} 
1 ſhe that ſpoke by ms before, dare you, 
6 without 


be 
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without further conſideration, enter into ſueh 
an engagement at firſt ſight? I ſhould not 
| have quite ſo good an opinion of you.“ Ob 
madam, cries he, why ſhould we Jofe precious 
time? if it is good to love at all, it is good 
to begin as ſoon as poſſible: hearts that are 
born to love, languiſh and decay when they 
are not exerciſed therein.“ Your maxim 
are fine, replied ſhe, but they ſeem dangerous; 
it is rot only neceſſary to avoid following of 
them, but even the hearing of them; and 
then indeed they would have been gone, but 
we begged them with great earneſtneſs to tarry 
a few moments longer in the Prado. We ſaid 
all the pretty things to them both, which 
might oblige them to diſcover themſelveb, and 
give us the fatis faction of ſeeing them without 
their veils. Our converſation was very briſk; 
and pleaſant enough: they had abundance of 
wit; and as they knew how to manage all 
their advantages, ſo without aſfectation, they 
 ſhewed us their hands, as they bad occaſion 
to mend the ſitting of their head-grefles, and 
they were whiter than ſnow. Notwithſtand+ 
ing their ſeeming care to hide themſelves, yet 
we ſaw enough to. obſerve their delicate com · 
p!exion, their lively eyes, and their features 
"IP regular. You may be ſure we left them 
M 4 a. 
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as late as we could, and that we conjured 
them to make that walk happy ſometimes with 


their preſence, or elſe give us leave to wait on 


them at their houſe, They agreed to nothing; 
and indeed, we were ſeveral times after that 
at the Prado, and near that fountain where 


we firſt ſaw thei, without being able to per- 


ceive them. Here is a deal of time loft, ſaid 
we; what muſt we do to paſs our time in this 
great want of employment, for we muſt re- 
nounce the thoughts of ladies, whoſe acceſs is 
fo dificult to obtain? this was our reſolution, 
but it held not. Jong, for ſcarcely had we made 
it, but we ſaw come out of the ſame houſe the 
two incognitas, We drew near them, full 
of reſpect, and our civil carriage did not diſ- 
pleaſe them. Belleville took the ſhorteſt by 
the hand, and I the talleſt. I endeavoured 
to perſuade her with what impatience I ex- 
pected her. I blamed her a little, at which 


the ſeemed (ſomewhat concerned; but taking 


more courage, I diſcourſed to her of the 


thoughts ſhe had inſpired me with, and aſſured 


her that it was in her power to engage me for 


my whole life. She ſeemed extream careful 


not to give the leaſt mark of favor. At 
length, amongſt other things, ſhe told me, 


That ſhe was heireſs to a great eſtate, and 
that 


FROM SPAIN. 249 
that her name was Ines; that her father was 
4 knight of the order of St. James, and was a 
man of great quality 3 that ſhe which was with 

her, was called Iſabella, and that they were 
couſins.“ All theſe particulars pleaſed me 
well, finding her a perſon of birth, and therein 
my vanity flattered. At parting, I begged of 
her to give me liberty to come to- ſee her: 
What you deſue of me, ſays ſhey" js the 
cuſtom of your country; and if I were there, 
L would pleaſe myſelf to obſerve it; but we 
have different cuſtoms here, and though I do- 
not conceive any crime in what you afk me, 
yet Jam obliged to obſerve: certain rules of 
decency, which: by no means I will tranſgreſs. 
Iwill. contrive ſome other way to- ſee you⁰ . 
and of this, depend upon me, and do not take 
it ill, that I refuſe you a thing, which is not 
in my power to grant. Adieu, continued · he; 
I will think of what you deſire, and will let 
you know what L can do.“ I kiſſed her hand, 
and fo withdrew, | extreamly- touched with 
er manner, as well as with her. wit and. her 
W b e 
% As ſoon as I was alone a Belleville, 
1 aſked him, if he was ꝑleaſed with the con- 
verſation he had enjoyed. He anſwered me, 
. AAR he had great cauſe to be ſo, and that. 
M 5 Iſabella. 


N 1 4 £ Py 2 . * — * 
* — * 22 * * * en wren 
r e e 1 enn OT ERR 
* 2 990 1 * — is S-- %y 


TM ow 


> A W 
W Rows e 4 
—— 


$: 7 
» 
o x 
38 
-% 
* 
. 
<> 
8. 
1 
* 
95 of 
. 
E 
A 
Wy 
5 
5 
1 
2 
* 
JF 
3 
2 
8 


W 2 9 * — * 
ee II II LIEN 


— — ne —— ——— eas EI 1 8 


Fr 


250 CE T'F Bo Ris 

Ifabella ſeemed to be of a ſweet and amiable 
diſpoſitiop.'.  :You are very happy, ſaid I, 
to have found fo much kindneſs already. Ines 
gives me no room to hope for any. She is of 
a gay humor, and turns every thing I ſay to 
her into jeſt, and I deſpair ever to make her 
ſerious, Some days paſſed, before we either 


ſaw or heard from them. But one morning 
as I was at maſs, an old woman, hid under a 


veil, comes up to me, and preſents to me a 
billet, in which I read theſe words: & ow 


* 


40 You appear too 1 to me to ſee you 


often, and I muſt needs confeſs, that 1 


a little miſtruſt my own heart: if your's'is 
truly touched for me, marriage muſt be thoughe 


on. I have told you that I am rich, and 1. 


haye told you the truth: that part which I 
offer you, is not inconvenient to take: but 
conſider of it, and in the evening I ſhall be 
on the banks of Manſanarez, where Po my 
ieee per _ OW. ol 


« As * es I was did Ul 
me to write her an anſwer, ſo I contented 
myſelf to note only on my table- book theſe 
lines; 8 p 1 LS. aL i391 id Sf 
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Lou have power to make me take what 
journey you pleaſe. I am very ſenſible, that 
I love you too well to be at eaſe, and that 1 
have more cauſe to ſuſpect my own weakneſs, 
than you have to be afraid of your's;. however, 
I ſhall be at Manſanarez, being reſolved” to 
my oy in whatever mw Ma ty * 


i 


I gave my dale boot bend et 
ſenger, at leaſt ſhe ſeemed toheſo, butſhe tale 


off the plates and claſps before ſhe deliverd- ie. 


I defired Belleviile to let me go alone to chis 
aſſignation. He told me he was very glad of 
it, for Iſabella had given; him notice, that ſhe 
deſired to ſpeak with him alone at the Florid. 
It was with impatience that we waited forthe 
appointed hour, and then we quitted} ach 
ether, after having wiſhed ourfelyes- _ 
ſucceſs in our adventure. 
F I-1cejiee toes ateclbIGLS 
carefully looked at all the coaches which paſſed 
by, but it was hard for me to diſcover any 


But at laſt, there came one and ſtopped, ang 
I perceived ſome women in it, WhO gave me a 
ſign to approach. There was Ines, who was 
more concealed than uſual, and I could not 
1 How induſ- 

triouſiy 
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ming, becauſe they had double curtains drawn. 
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2 


2 * = (aa " by 2 FE) TY IE + & * — 9 * 
S nn 3H AC Eine dank hat nk - £44, 
2 


% 
v6" 
4 

3 
* f 
1 
E. 
+» 
2 
* y 
* L 
.< 
1 l 
5 * 
S 
x 
+&'Y 
* 2 
88 - 
RE. 
4 2 
CO 
* 2 
. 
1 7. 
_ 
_ 
B 
WY 
7 
1 
= 
we 
Ws 
1 
3 5 
"* * 
3 KH 
"2 
2 
—weY 
3 
2 79) 
Y A 
* © 
= 
= > 
A 
_ 
_— 
1 

- 

=Y 

"x E 

Rs 

. 2 

K 

1 

1 

Y Is 

—_— 
2M 

43 
if 
BY . R 
4a*Y 5 4 
_—_— 
= 
VB 

a 2 
= Wh 
5 
3 
8 
do 4 

+ 
OT 
» 

2 

= 

7 y * 
EI 
. 

X 8 
; 1 
4 F 
_ 
Ly 4 
0 V 

7 

— 

3 ; 
- 8 
. 
_ 

a * 

* 7 

? 
. 3 
4 : 


252 EET Te RES 
'triouſly you hide yourſelf, ſaid I to her; do 
[you think, madam, that the thoughts of not 


being able to ſee you, and the violent defires 


I have for it are not enough to kill me with 


grief? If you will come along with me, 
ſays ſhe, you ſhall ſee me; but for the preſent 
I muſt hood-wink you.” To be free with 
you, ſaid I to her, till now, you have appeared 
very amiable to me; but this myſterious car- 
riage, which ſerves to no end, but to make 
me ſuffer, is troubleſome. If Jam fo unhappy - 
as to be thought by you an unfaithful man, 


you aught not at all to truſt me; but if on 
the vontrary, I am in your good opinion, you 


ought to declare it, by a more ingenue us pro- 
ceeding.” Interrupting me, ſiys ſhe, You 
ought to be perſuaded, that I have ſtrong 
reaſons for what I do, ſince notwithſtanding 
what you have now told me, I altcr not my 
reſolution. The thing however is at your 
choice ; but for my own part, I will not let 
you come into my coach, but upon that con- 
dition,” As the Spaniards are naturally ob- 
ſtinate, I rather choſe to ſuffer my eyes to be 
covered than to break off with her. I muſt 
needs own, that thefe appearances of good 
fortune, had filled me with ſome fort of vanity, 
and 1 fancied myſelf with ſome prineeſs, who 

| for 
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for the preſent had no mind I ſhould know 
her, but afterwards, that J ſhould find her, 
one of the moſt perfect and richeſt women of 
Spain. This conceit hindered me from any 
longer oppoſing her will. I told her, I ſub- 
mitted to her, to be hood-winked, and even 
to be blinded by her, if ſhe could pleaſe herfelf 
in the action. She tied a handkerchief about 
my head, ſo hard, that at firſt ſhe put me in 
great pain: I ſat down by her; it was now 
dark; I knew not whither we were going, 
for I gave myſelf up entirely into her power. 

„ She had with her two other women; the 
coach moved ſo flow, that I believe we paſſed 
through moſt of the ſtreets of Madrid. She 
entertained me with ſuch witty diſcourſe, that 
I had no occaſion to think the time or way 
long; and I was even charmed with hearing 
her, when our unlucky coach, which was but 
a mean one, run upon another, and all on a 
fudden was overturned. And we happened 
to fall in a place called the Maree, which is 
one of the largeſt and dirtieſt ditches in the 
city. I was never ſo vexed in my life ; the 
three ladies fell upon me; they almoſt ſtifled 
me, and I was even deaf with their noiſe. 
Having my eyes bound, and my head turned 
about after a ſtrange faſhion, I could not have 
| my 
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my thare of making à noiſe, without ſwallo w- 
ing a great deal of this ſtinking water. I then 


began to make ſome reflections on the unlucky 
hours of a man's liſe; and though I dearly 
loved Ides, yet I found that I loved myſelf 
more, and wiſhed. I had never ſeen her. I 
cannot poſitively tell how things paſſed, but E 
found myſelf delivered from that heavy weight 
which ſo oppreſſed me; and when, by the help- 
of ſome people which drew me out, I got 
upon my legs, I could neither ſee Ines nor 
her companions. The people which ſtood: 
about me, laughed like ſo many fools, to ſee 
me hood-winked, and ſo covered with this 
black water, that I looked as if I had come 
out of an ink tub. I aſked the coachman 
where his miſtreſs was. He told me the lady 
with whom I was, was none of his miſtreſs, 
and that ſhe went away curling of me; that 
ſhe was very dirty; that he knew ber not; 
and that ſhe only ſaid to him at going away, 
that I muſt pay him. And pray, ſaid L, where 
did you take her up? He anſwered me, at the 
gate called Delcalcas Reales, and that an old 
woman came for him, and brought him to that 
place where he took ber up. For my money 
1 got him to carry me home, I expected 


Belleville with a mixture of impatience and 
grief ; 
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grief: it was late before he came home; and 
he was extreamly well ſatisfied with Iſabella, 

in whom he found abundance of good des 
aud an infinite deal of wit. 

2 related to him my adventure, and he 
could not but laugh heartily at it; and as he 
was filled with an extraordinary joy, ſo he 
told me a hundred pleaſant ſtories, which put 
me indeed into a very bad humor. It was 
day-light before we went to bed, and I hall 
not got up, but to take a walk with him in 
the Prado. As we were walking along by 
ſome very low windows, J heard [nes cry out 
to me, Cavellero, go not ſo faſt, it is at 
leaſt proper to afk you how you do after your 
fall laſt night.” Advancing to the window, 
pray, faid I to her, what became of you, fair 
Ines ? was it not misfortune” ennugh, but 1 
muſt loſe you too ? * You had not loſt me, 
replied the, but that a' lady, who' was my 
relation, paſſing by at that moment, knew my 
voice, and I was obliged, againſt my mind, 

40 go with her in her coach, for 1 e 
willing ſbe ſhould ſce us together.“ Though 
the coachman told me another ſtory, yet 1 
durſt not examine any further into the matter, 
for fear of making her uneafy z and with great 
-carneftneſs aſked her, when I ſhould have an 
FEI 248 Þ 4 4 Oppor - 


opportunity, without any reſtraint, to let ber 
know what a great paſſion and reſpect I had 
ſor her. It ſhall be very quickly, ſays ſhe, 
for I now begin to think you love me; but 
yet, time muſt conſirm me in this opinion.“ 
O!. you are very cruel, ſaid I, and muſt 
have very little love for me, thus to Cefer 
what I O earneſtly beg. Speak the truth 
freely, ſays ſhe, and tell me whether you will 
marry me?! Yes, ſaid I, if you will, I will 
marry you, notwithſtanding I neyer yet had a 
full view of you, nor have had the happineſs 
to know you. 1 am, rich, ſays ſhe, and I 
am of birth; and they tell me, I have ſome 
perſonal merits.” I teplied, von have all 
the te which. pleaſe me, beyond 
any perſon. in the world ; your wit hath much 
charmed me, but you make me often deſpair. 
and I had much rather chooſe to die at once, 
than ſuffer What Ido. She fell a laughing, 
and after that, thete were few evenings that 
we did not conyerſe together, either at the 
Prado, or at Manſanarez, or elſe at ſome 
houſe unknown to me, whither I was con- 
ducted. I muſt confeſs I never went into the 
chamber with her, and I only talked to. her 
through the grates of the window, | where for 
four hours together I uſed to make the moſt 


im pertinent. 
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impertinent figure in the world. To ſpeak 
fr.ely, one mult live in Spain to be able to 
endure ſuch ways and cuſtoms; but yet really 
I loved Ines; I obſerved in her ſomething 
ſmart and taking, which e 888 ang: - 
fected me. | | 

„One dne Per- ür i where 
| ſhe had appointed me to be, and where ' ſhe 
ſnewed me more kindneſs than ſhe uſed to do. 
When ſhe ſaw it begin to be dark, ſhe deſired 
me to be gone; I unwillingly obeyed her, 
and as I went along a narrow ſtreet, I per- 
ceived three men with ſword in hand, ſet upon 
one ſingle man, who defended' himſelf va- 
liantly : I could not endure to ſee fo unequal 
a match, and I run to ſecond him, but juſt as 
I came up to him, they made a paſs at bim, 
and he fell upon me like a dead man. Theſe 
murderers ran away as faſt as they could, and 
by this time the noiſe had drawn out a great 
many people, who ſeeing me with my ſword 
in hand, made no queſtion that I was one of 
the criminals. They prepared to ſeize me, 
but perceiving their ill intentions, I thought 
it was better to provide for my ſafety by flight, 
than to truſt my innocence. I was cloſely 
purſued; and which way ſoever I __ 3 
rey met with me. 
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In this diſtreſs, I had a glimpſe of a door 


© half open, I ſlipt into it without any body's 
ſeeing, and groping along, I came at laſt into 
a very dark hall; I perceived light through a 


door, I could not tell whether it was beſt to 
open it, nor what I ſhould ſay, if there were 
people in it. I conſidered with myſelf, that 
I had the appearance of one affrighted, and 
that I ſhould be taken for a man that came 


from doing ſome bad action, and ſought for 


an opportunity ta do another. I deliberated 
a long time, and liſtened with great attention 


to bear ſome body talk, but hearing none, 1 


at laſt ventured, and ſoftly opened the door, 
and aw no one 3 I nimbly looked about 
where to hide myſelf, and perceiving the 
hangings tuck aut in ſome: places, I got be · 
bind them in a little corner 2 L had been there 
but 2 very little while, when I eſpied coming 
in, Ines and Ifabella. I eannot expreſs to 
you, madam, what a pleaſant amazement I 
was in, to find myſelf in my miftreſs's houſe : 
Ino ways doubted, that fortune' favored my 
deſign; I was in no fear of thoſe who might 
ſearch after me, and as I was even ready ta 
go and throw myſelf down at her feet, I 
heard Ifabella begin to diſcourſe. Says ſhe, 
What haſt thou been doing to day, dear 
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Ines, haſt thou ſeen Daucourt ?“ Les, fays 
Ines, I have ſeen bim, and I haveirgaſon.ta 
believe he loves me deſpetately, unleſs, all my 
rules deceive me; he talks very ſeriouſly. of 
marrying me; but that which perplexes me, 
is, that he will fixſt ſee and know me.“ 
+ And how is it poſſible for, you to denꝝ ei- 
ther the one or the other? replies Iſabella. 
No, I do not pretend to do it, anſwered 
Ines, only Iwill take the moſt favorable ap- 
pottunity; I: fancy I. ſhall, not; think it cun· 
uing to ſet myſelf in a fall light, and all, 
curtains open 1 no, I intend; they hall be 
claſe drawn, and that the windows ſhall only 
let in ſame glitamering tays of tbe ſun, which 
hall ſerve: to Gat me off. At to my birth I 
have got wy - pedigree. authentically dramp, 
which caſt me nathing but a little old parch · 
ment gnawed by the mice 3 and as to ready 
money, yau. know. my old lover, honeſt Don 
Diego, vill furniſh. me: when Daucqurt has 
told and received, he will little think that there 


are thieves appointed to take it away;from him 
upon our very wedding-night.; I have this 
day taken very good lodgings ready furniſhed 3 


fo you muſt. allow I have pegleRed nothing 
which - might contribute to the ſucceſs of a 


, e and which I 
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ſo much deſire. Says Iſabella, Your pre- 
cautions ſeem very wiſe; but yet I fear the 
diſcovery of the intrigue.” '* But, ſays Ines: 
prithee my dear, what do y do?” As to 
marriage I make but = ſmall progteſs, ſays 
Iſabella; but to ſpeak truth that is not my 
deſign : I find Belleville an honeſt man,/I am 
ſenſible that I love him, I only deſire the pof- 
ſeſſion” of his heart, and 1 fancy I ſhould be. 
ſorry if he would marry me.“ Tou are of 
an odd fort of a temperg ſays Ines, you love 
him, your fortune is none of the greateſt, 
| you might be happy with him, and yet you 
durſt not defire to be bis wife.“ But pray, 
ſays Iſabella, who told you that I ſhould be 
happy with him? Love is ſo inconſtant a 
thing, that hardly the firſt moments of mar- 
_ riage are pleaſant; I tell you, love muſt have 
fomething continually to provoke and force. 
it ; novelty is a grateful diſn to it, and how 
is it poſſible for a wife always to be new # 
© And how can a miſtreſs either, cries. Ines, 
be fo? Go, Iſabella, thy modiſh maxims are 
not reafonable.* * Neither, ſays Iſabella, can 
I like that which you defign; and if you 
would take my advice, you ſhould conſider 
your own age; for to ſpeak freely, you are old, 
a is it juſt for one of ſixty years, to put 
a cheat 
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a cheat upon a man, of thirty? He will be 
enraged at you, he will certainly ſorſake you, 
or elſe he will break your bones ; nay, it may 
happen that he will knock. your brains out 
before he. leaves yo. Ines was of a_quick 
apprehenſion. and briſł ; and thinking it hei- 
nous that Iſabella ſhould reproach her with 
her age, immediately gave her a violent box 
on the ear. The other, who was of as haſty 
a nature, returned her two. Ines lent her a 
dozen good cuffs with her fiſt, which were 
ſpeedily. repaid z ſo that my two female com- 
panions entered the field of Mars. The com- 
bat was ſo extream pleaſant between them, 
that I almoſt broke my ſides with laughing in 
my little hole, and had much ado to hinder 
myſelf from breaking out aloud; for you may 
eaſily believe, madam, that I had very little 
concern for either of them, after the trick 
which I underſtood was to be put upon me 
with ſa much malice, and when I muſt ne- 
ceſſarily look upon. Ines as a common jilt, 
Iſabella, who knew all the weak places of her 

enemy, took her opportunities, and being 
both younger and ſtronger, tore off her head- 


„ 


dreſs, and left her all bald. In my whole 


life I Was never more ſurpriſed, than to Fe 
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the hair fall off, which before appeared ſo 
lovely to me, and which I thought had been 

her on. But this was nothing to what fol- 
lowed, for with one blow of her fiſt ſhe not 
only made ſeveral of her teeth leap out of het 
mouth, but alſo two little cork plumpers, 
which ſerved to fill out her hollow jaws ; and 
here the fray ended, for their chamber-maids, 
who had heard the noiſe of the ſkirmiſh, run 
in, and with muck” difficulty parted them. 
They made uſe of the bittereſt expreſſions 
one againſt the other, and even threatened 
to reveal to the inquifition moſt terrible 
crimes, with which they reproached each 
other. 333 engt 
« Ines finding herfelf with her chamber- 
maid only, looked at herſelf a Jong time in a 
great glaſs, and proteſted that there was no- 
thing fo injurivus, which ſhe had not ſaid to 
Iſabella, that fhe might be revenged of ke 
for the abuſes ſhe had received from her: 
laſt ſhe far down, and reſted herſelf a ande; 
a little table was brought and ſet before her, 
and upon it the lays an artificial eye, which 
uſed to fill up the place of a natural one the 
wanted ; afterwards, ſhe takes from off het 
274 romancing, 
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romancing, would have covered a maſk.. Te 


would be hard to deſcribe to you, madum, 
the extraordinary uglineſs of this woman, 
who till now had appeared to me very pretty. 
I rubbed my eyes, and was like a 'man that 
could not tell whether he dated or had ſome 
idle dream. To be ſhort, ſhe undreſſed her- 
ſelf and was almoſt naked : and here I ſhall 
ſorbear repreſenting to you this ſrightſul car- 
caſe; but certainly, love never met with a 
better cure; in all thoſe parts where other 
folks are fat and plump, ſhe was lean and 
hollow; ſhe looked perfectly like a ſkeleton, 
which by ſome ſeeret ſpring was made to 

move about the room. She was in a gown 
with a white mantle upon her ſhoulders, her 
head bald, and her arms appeared extreme 
little and lean. She bethought herſelf, that 
in the ſcuffle her pearl braclets broke, the had 


a mind to gather them up, but had enough 


to do to find them ; her chambermaid came to 
belp nher, they counted them, and found they 
had all but two, which were well curſed for 
my fake. Ines ſwore by St. James, patron 


of Spain, that ſhe would not go to bed till 
| the had found them: her maid and the looked 
ia every corner and hole, removing dhe ta- 
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bles, tumbling the chairs, and throwing this 
way and that way every thing they came 
near, for Ines was. in a very ill humor: as 1 
ſaw her make towards my corner, ſear of be- 
ing diſcovered by ſuch a fury, made me lye 
as cloſe as was poſſible; but unluckily as J 
drew back, I threw down ſeveral bottles 
which flood there upon ſhelves, and theſe 
made a great noiſe: Ines believing it was the 
cat which had done this miſchief ; with all 
her might cried out, gato, gate; that is, cat, 
cat; and lifting up the, hangings to chaſtiſe 
the cat, with an amazement and rage which 
almoſt ſtruck her dead upon the floor; as ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe fell violently vpon me, and 
pulled the hair off my head; ſhe reviled me 
vehement!y, was like one mad, the veins of 
her neck were ſo ſwelled, and the wrinkles of 
her face were ſo frightful, that I thought I 
ſaw the head of Meduſa; and in this my 
great terror, I was thinking of my eſcape; 
when on à ſudden I heard a ftrange noiſe 
upon the ſtairs which gave me a freſh alarm: 
but Ines left me, and run down to know 
what was the matter, and by that time, the 
whole houſe was filled with cries and weep- 


ing. The officers of juſtice, who had found 
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this young man (of whom I told you-before, 
madam) lying upon the ground, and was the 
reaſon why I was ſo hotly purſued, after ſome 
diligent ſearch, found that he was the ſon of 
a lady who lived in the ſame houſe ; they 
brought him thus with his body all wounded 
and bloody, at which ſad fight ſhe fell into a 
deſperate condition; and as I had told Ines 
ſomething of my adventure, that I might give 
her ſome fſatisfation why I came into her 
chamber ; ſo this lean hag, would not keep 
my ſecret, but to be revenged on me for 
having diſcovered her crafty tricks, was re- 
ſolved to inform againſt me. I have the 
murderer in my power, cries ſhe 3 come, 
come along with me, and 1 will deliver him 
up to you. She opened her chamber door 
immediately, and being followed by a troop 
of alquazils, that is to ſay, ſerjeants or bailiffs, 
delivered me up to them with ail the neceſſary 
evidence for my ſpeedy trial. Says ſne, [ 
ſaw the wretch with his naked ſword all 
bloody with the wounds he came from giving; 
he ran into my chamber to ſave himſelf, and 
threatened me with death if I would not con- 
ceal him.” Whatever I could ſay in juſtifi- 
cation of myſelf was all in vain, they would 
not ſo much -as hear me ; they bound my 

Vox. I. N hands 
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hands with cords, and ſo led me to priſon 


as a wretched malefactor, whilſt good Ines, 


and the mother and ſiſter of the wounded, 
loaded me with blows and curſes : they cauſed 
me to be put in a hole, where I remained ſe- 
veral days without baviag the liberty to give 
notice to my brother or my friends of what 
had paſſed; they were under great uneaſineſs 
about me, concluding for certain, that I was 
murdered in ſome corner of a ſtreet, or alles at 
ſome of my night - in rigues. . 

« At laſt,” Belville, who till 8 to 
ſee Iſabella, acquainted her with his concern, 
and begged her to aſſiſt him in diſcovering at 
leaſt, what they had done with my body: ſhe 
was ſo induſtrious to get information about it, 
that Ines's chambermaid, who had been uſed 
ill enough by her miſtreſs, told her the whole 
ſecret of the hiſtory, although her good lady 
had ſtrictly forbid her. 

Upon this news, my brother ran to beg 


the King to have pity on me, and to command 


them to remove me out of that hole, which 
ſeemed more like hell than a priſon: I ſwWooned 
away when I ſaw light; I was ſo waſted and 
weak, that I frighted folks, but yet I could 
not come out of priſon for ſome time, be- 
cauſe of ſome formalities z aud I leave you to 

think, 
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think, madam, what I meditated againſt the 
perfidious [nes ; but yet I know not whether 
ever I ſhould be in a condition to put in exe- 
cution all the projets of my juſt revenge, for 
the gentleman who was wounded continued 
very ill, and his life deſpaired of; mine de- 
pended upon a tickliſh point, ſo that I put up 
moſt ardent prayers for him; and in ſuch a 
melancholy uncertainty, T paſſed a great many 
hours : but my brother, who was perſuaded 
of my innocence, omitted nothing for the 
diſcovery of the authors of this murderous 
at. At laſt, he underſtood that this young 
and wounded. cavallero had a rival; and he 
made fo diligent a ſearch and examination, 
that he was very well fatisfied the blow came 
from thence; he was ſo fortunate as to get 
him apprehended, and this man freely owned 
the fact, which acquitted me. I was there- 
fore ſer at liberty, and I conceived ſo much 
joy at it, that I was fick for ſeveral days 
after : or rather perhaps, it was an effe& of 
that unwholſome air which I received in the 
priſon, 

© In the mean while, wicked Ines, who to 
de ſure, was not much at eaſe, for fear of 
what might happen upon her ſerving me ſuch 
a pleaſant trick, having notice that I was ſet 
N 2 free, 
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free, and in acondition to reward her accord- 
ing to her merits, packed up her baggage, 
and one night privately went off, and no one 
knew where ſhe was gone ; ſo that when we 
wanted her, in order to make her an example 
to all the cheating jilts, we were diſappointed. 
But I was eaſily ſatisfied, becauſe naturally I 
do not love to do any hurt to women. But 
leſt ſhe might play me ſome other pranks, 1 
left Madrid, that I might alſo avoid thoſe of 
Spain. I am now returning into France, 
madam, where I ſhall be very glad to carry 
your commands, if you will 5 ſo great 
an honor to lay them upon me.” 

Though I was ſomewhat troubled at what 
happened to this gentleman, yet I could not 
forbear laughing at ſome circumſtances of this 
adventure, and I am willing to believe, dear 
couſin, that you will not be diſpleaſed, that 
I make you partake with me. I ſhall write to 
you no more till I come to Madrid, where 
promiſe myſelf to ſee things far more worthy 
of your notice, than hitherto I have been able 


to acquaint you. 
From St. Auguſtin, 
March 25. 
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J Would not, if you pleaſe, dear couſin, 
have you angry, that I did not write to 
you as ſoon as arrived at Madrid: I thought 
it was better to tarry till I was in a condition 
to tell you ſomething more exactly and curi- 
pus. I knew that my kinſwomen was to go 
before me, as far as Alcouendus, which is 
about ſix leagues diftance from Madrid. As 
ſhe was not yet come, and I had à mind to 
tay for her, Don Frederic de Cardonne pro- 
poſed to. me an invitation to dine at a very 
fine houſe, the maſter of it being his particu- 
lar acquaintance ; ſo that inſtead of going 
into this little village, we croſſed by it, and 
through a very pleaſant walk, came to the 
| houſe of Don Auguſtin Pacheco. This gen · 
tleman is ancient, and yet he is lately mar- 
ried to Donna Thereſa de Figueroa, it is his 
third wife, and ſhe is but ſeventeen years of 
age; but of ſuch an agreeable diſpoſition, 
and ſo very ingenious, that we were perfectly 
charmed with her wit and her perſon : it was 
| N 3 IS then 
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then ten o'clock when we got there. The Spa- 
niards are naturally lazy, and love to riſe 
late; and theſe two were yet in bed. Her 
huſband gave us ſuch a frank and civil re- 
ception, as ſufficiently teſtihed how much he 
was pleaſed that we came to fee him. He 
walked into his gardens, whoſe exactneſs is 
far ſuperior in every thing to ours, I accom- 
panied him without delay; for the weather 
was very inviting, and the trees in this coun- 
try are as forward in the month of March, as 
they are in France at the latter end of June. 
Indeed this is the moſt charming ſeaſon for the 
enjoyment of what they call / prime vera z 
that is to ſay, the beginning of the ſpring : 
for when the ſun begins to have more farce 
and heat, it ſcorches and withers the leaves, 
as if they bad paſſed through flames. Theſe 
_ gardens of which l ſpeak, were adorned with 
bawling-greens, fountains, and ſtatues, and 
Don Auguftia was not backward in ſhewing 
us all the rarities. He is much delighted 
with them, and values not what money he 
ſpends on them, for he is very rich. He led 
us into a gallery, where there were divers ta- 
bles of cedar wood, ſet full of books. He 
immediately led us up to the biggeſt of them, 
and told us, they contained an ineftimable 
| treaſure ; 
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treafure; and that there was a collection of 
the beſt of authors. Formerly, ſaid he 
virtuous perſons could not think fit to go to 
plays; there was nothing to be ſeen but ac- 
tions which were immodeſt ; they heard dif- 
courſes that were offenſive; the actors made 
modeſt people aſhamed ; there vige was flat - 
tered, and virtue condemned; the ſcenes be- 
came bloody with combats ; the weakeſt were 

always oppreſſed by the ſtrongeſt, and cuſtom 

gave continuance to crimes. But ſince Lopes 
de Vega hath ſo ſucceſsfully labored to reform 
the Spaniſh theatre, there is now nothing 
ſuffered contrary to good manners. The 
favorite, the footman, and the ploughman, 
without diſguiſe, keeping to their native ſim- 
plicity, and making that pleaſant by an in- 
genious turn, find the ſecrets to eure our 
princes, and even our kings, of that common 
diſeaſe to hear truth, when their on faults 
are repreſented. It was he that gave rules to 
attain theſe heights, and who taught them to 
divide their plays into three jornadas or acts. 
Since his time, we have ſeen © flouriſh the 
Montalvanes, the Mendozas, the Rojas Alar- 
cones, «che Veles, the Mira de Meſcuas; the 

Coellos, and the Villaizanes. But above all, 
Don Pedro Calderone excelled, as to the ſe- 
h Ny rious 
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rious and grave part, and even in the comic 
part he ſurpaſſed all thoſe that went before 
him.” 

I could not forbear telling —_— that at 
ViRoria I ſaw a play, which to me ſeemed 
bad enough : and if I might ſpeak my judg- 
ment freely, I would not have them inter- 
mixed with holy tragedies (which require great 
reſpeR, and according to their ſubjeas ſhould 
be worthily managed) any idle or filly jeſts. 
He replied, That by what I had ſaid to him, 
he knew the genius of my country; that he 
had ſeldom obſerved the French to like what 
the Spaniards did ;” and as this thought car- 
ried him to ſome diſpleaſing reflections, I aſ· 
ſured him, that naturally we have no anti- 
pathy for any nation; that we even thought 
_ ourſelves obliged to do juſtice to our enemies, 
And as to plays, though I had yet found 
none to my fancy, it did not follow but that 
there might be others much better and more 
agreeable to me, The manner of my talking 
to him a little compoſed him; ſo that he de- 
fired me to go into his wife's apartment, - 
which was at the end of the gallery. ] 
Don Fernand de Toledo, and the three 
other knights, ſtopped there, becauſe it is not 


the cuſtom in Spain for men to go inio wo- 
men's 


2 
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men's chambers while they are in bed; even 
a brother has not this privilege, unleſs his 
ſiſter be fick. Donna Thereſa received me in 
as kind and obliging a manner, as if we had 
been ever ſo long acquainted, And this muſt 
be confeſſed, in praiſe of the Spaniards, that 
nothing of that ſort of familiarity which 
comes from want of education, or from a mean 
one, appears in their entertainments ; for with 
great civility and carneſtneſs they are very 
cateful to pay what they owe to others, and 
at the ſame time do not forget what is due to 
themſelves. She was in. bed without any 
coife or cornet ; her hair was parted in the 
middle of her forehead, tied behind with a 
ribbon, and wrapped up with carnation-co- 
lored taffety : her ſhift was very fine, and of 
ſo vaſt a largeneſo, that it looked like a ſur- 
plice, the fleeves were as big as men's, and 
buttoned at the hands with diamonds : inſtead 
of narroW point at the neck and hands, ſhe 
had her's wrought with blue and flefh-colored 
filk in flowers; her ruffles were of white taf- 
fety pinked.—She had ſeveral little pillows 
tied with ribbons, and trimmed with very 
broad and fine lace :; ſhe had baſſes" all of 
flowers of Point de * in fuk and gold, 
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which looked very pretty; her bedſtead was 
all of copper, gilt, with little balls of ivory 
and ebony ; the head of it was adorned with 
four rows of ſmall copper ballifters, very _ 
wrought. ; 

She aſked me leave to riſe, but when Us 
came to put on her ſtockings and ſhoes, ſhe 
cauſed the key to be taken out of the door, 
and that to be bolted. I enquired the reaſon 
of this barricading : ſhe told me, That 
ſhe knew there was ſome Spaniſh gentlemen 
with me, and that ſhe had rather Joſe het 
life than they ſhould fee her feet.“ I broke 
out into laughter, and begged of her to let 
me ſee them ; for I could not apprehend' that 
the thing was of that moment. It is true in- 
deed, that for their ſmallneſs they are ſome- 
thing extraordinary; for I have ſeen children 
of fix years old have as large. As ſoon as 
ſhe was up, ſhe took a little cup full of red 
paint, and with a good large pencil ſhe laid ic 
on, not only upon her cheeks, her chin, 
under her noſe, above her eye-brows, and the 
edges of ber cars; but ſhe alſo daubed the 
inſide of her hands, her fingers, and her 
ſhoulders, She told me, That every night 
at going to bed, — morning at riſing, 

they 
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they laid this color on; that ſhe did not paint, 
and that ſhe was willing enough to leave the 
uſe of this red, but that it was ſuch a general 
cuſtom, that it could not be diſpenſed with ; 
for let one be of ever ſo freſh a color, they 
would look pale and ſiekly when they were 
near others,” if they did not uſe it.“ 

One of her women perfumed her from 
head to foot, with excellent paſtrils, the ſmoke 
wiereof ſhe made aſcend to her; another took 
orange-flower-water in her mouth, and dex- 
teroufly through her teeth ſhe ſprinkled it 
like rain upon her; and this they call rouſfia. 
She told me, That there was nothing that 
ſpoiled the teeth more than this fort of — 
ing, but that the water fmelled better for it.” 
Of this I doubted, and I thought it very ugly 
that an old woman, ſuch as ſhe was which 
I faw there, ſhould come and ſquirt water out 
of her mouth into my face. | 

Don Auguſtin having known by one of bis 
wife's ſervants, that ſhe was dreſſed, did not 
ſtand upon the cuſtom of the country, but 
led Don Fernand, and the knights into her 
chamber. The converfation was not long in 
common, but we divided; for my part, 1 
diſcourſed with Donna Thereſa, and ſhe told 
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me, that ſhe was born at Madrid, but 
was brought up at Liſbon with ber grand- 
mother, who was ſiſter to Don Auguſtin 
Pacheco; ſo that her huſband was her great 
uncle; and theſe ſort of alliances are often 
_ contracted in Spain. She talked to me much 
of the young Infanta of Portugal, and boaſted 
mightily of her wit, and told me if I would 
go into her cloſet, I might judge of her 
beauty, for-ſhe had her picture there. I im- 
mediately went, and was ſurpriſed with the 
charms I obſerved in this princeſs. She had 
her hair cut and curled like the perriwig of 
an . abbot, and an invention. for preſerving 
children from falling ſo big, that there were 
upon it two, baſkets of flowers, and. little 
veſſels of a medecinal earth, of which they 
cat a great deal in, Portugal and Spain, though 
it is an earth that hath little taſte, Donna 
Thereſa ſhewed me the ſkin of a ſerpent, 
which her huſband killed in the Indies; and 
though it was dead, yet I was afraid of it. 
Thoſe of this kind are extremely dangerous; 
but: it ſeems as if providence had taken care to 
preſerve men from them, for theſe ſerpents 
have a thing like a bel] about their head, 
which rings when, they move, and gives 
p ; ſufficiegt 
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- ſufficient notice to travellers to ſecure them- 
ſelves. 
This young lady, wha is a great lover of 
Portugal, diſcourſed to me much in its favor. 
She told me, That the ſea which flows up 
into the Tagus, renders that river capable to 
bear the greateſt galleons, and the largeſt ſhips 
upon the ocean : that the city of Liſbon 
ſtands on the ſide of a little hill, which in- 
ſenſibly deſcends to the very brink of the 
Tagus: ſo that the houſes being built one 
above another, are all ſeen at once, and by 
that means become a very pleaſant proſpect. 
The old walls, which the Moors built about 
it, are yet ſtanding : there are of them four 
rounds, built at ſeveral. times; the laſt, may 
be about fix leagues in circumference., The 
caſtle, which ſtands upon a hill, hath its par- 
ticular beauties: in it you ſee palaces, 
churches, fortifications, - gardens, armories, 
and ſtreets : there is always a good garriſon, 
with a governor: this fortreſs commands the 
city, and from thence they may thunder upon 
it, in caſe it proves rebellious. The palace 
where the King lives, if not for its ſtrength, 
is remarked for the uniformity of its buildings: 
* thing there is great and magnificent; the 
proſpect 
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proſpect it has to the ſea hath made them 
take ſo much care to beautify it. 

ec She dĩſcourſed to me afterwards of the pub - 
lie places, which are adorned with vaults and 
arches'; and of the great houfes round about 
the Dominicans 'convent, where the inquiſi- 
tion is, before the gate of which there is a 
fountain, with a great many ſtatues of white 
marble, which throw the water various ways. 
She added, that the fair of Roucio is kept on 
the Tueſday of every week, in a place which 
might be taken for an amphitheatre, becauſe 
it is environed with little hills, upon which 
are built ſeveral fine palaces. There is ano- 
ther place on the fide of the Tagus, where 
me market is kept; and there one may meet 
with every thing which ean be deſired, of 
the beſt in its k ind, either in ſowl, fiſh, fruits, 
herbs, or pulſe. The cuſtom-houſe ſtands a 
little higher up, wbe:e chere are infinite riches 
and rarities, and ſome fortifications ate lately 
made to preſerve them. The metropolitan 
church is not eminent for” any thing but its 
antiquity : it is dedicated to St. Vincent; it 
is pretended that after he had ſuffered - mar- 
tyrdom, they refuſed him burial, and that the 
ravens ——— over his body, til ſome pious 
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perſons came and took it up, and carried it to 
Valentia in Spain, to have it worſhipped ; 
and for this reaſon there are ravens kept in 
the church; and there is 'a box for them, 
into which mung eee 
food. 
- wAkhougt Liſbon, W ſhe, is a vey 
pleaſant place to live in, yet we dwelt at AE 
cantara: this village is not above a quarter of 
a league from the city ; there is in it a royal 
houſe, not ſo ſine for its building, as for its 
ſituation; the river ſupplies the place of a 
canal: there you may fee admirable gatderis, 
filled with grottos and eatarafts, alſo great 
falls, as well as ſpouts of water. Beleni 18 
not far from hence: it is the place deſigned 
for the ſepulehre of the great Kings of Por- 
tugal, in the church of the Hieronimites? it 
is all covered over wich white marble; the 
pillars and ſtatues are of the ſame; the tombs 
are in even rows in three different chapels, 
amongſt which there are ſome finely wrought. 
Belem, Feriera, - 'Sacavin, \ and  fome other 
Nom about the city, are remarkable for the 


Are be air you ſaiell chere i is quite per- 


vaſt quantity of- oranges and lemons growing 


d arr <tr rn AA gr F141 
. — CI 19% 


err 


trees, but you are covered with their flowers; 
you may ſee a thouſand little rivulets running 
amongſt them, and it may be afficmed, that 
there is nothing more ſweet in the night, than 
the murmurs and harmony which are fre- 
quently heard. At Belem there are great ma- 
gazines of oranges, both ſweet and four le- 
mons, pomegranaes, Citrons,. &c. they load 
| them in ſmall veſſels, and ſo export them into 
moſt parts of Europe, | 
« She likewiſe told me of the knights del 
Habito de Chrifto, that is, the Habit of Chriſt, 
whoſe multitude made them leſs conſiderable ; 
and alſo of the Counts of the kingdom, who 
have the ſame privileges as the Grandees of 
Spain ; they are poſſeſſed of las comarcas, 
which are certain lands belonging to the 
crown, and divided into counties of a conſi- 
derable value. She told me, that when the 
King intended to go abroad, the people had 
notice of it by a trumpet, which ſounds very 
early in tbe morning, in the place through 
which his Majeſty is to paſs. For the Queen, 
there is a flute and a drum; for the Infanta, an 
bautboy. When they all go abroad together, 
the trumpet, the drum, the flute, and the 
hautboy, march in a company; and by this 
means, 
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means, if any one which cannot get into the 
palace to preſent a petition, he need only 
wait for the King's coming by. Eight leagues 
from Coimbria, there is a fountain in a place 
called Cedim, which draws in, and ſwallows 


down every thing which touches its water; 


experiments are often made upon great 
branches of trees, and ſometimes of horſes, 
which they cauſe to be brought there, from 
whence they cannot get back but . _—_— 
difficulty. | 

« But that which cauſes the be wonder, 
added ſhe, is the lake of the mountain of 
Strella, where there are often found the 
wrecks of ſhips, broken maſts, anchors, and 
ſails, yet the ſea is more than twelve leagues 
off, and this is upon the top of a very high 
hill too; it cannot be imagined by what 
means all theſe things ſhould come there 
While I was hearing, with great delight, 
Donna Thereſa relate theſe things, her huſ- 

band and the reſt of the company came and 
interrupted us. Don Auguftin was a man of 
underſtanding, and for all his age, was very 
pleaſant. ** If my curioſity is not indiſereet, 
pray madam, faid he, tell me what ſubject 
this child has entertained you with ?”* „ Mi 
Tie, replied oy (chat i is my uncle) you may 
Tr 4 eaſily 
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eaſily believe it was Portugal.. Ob 1-1 
thought as much, cried he; there it is ſhe 
always chooſes her field of action. „Dear 
God, ſays ſhe, every body has ſome place 
they love, and when once you have got to 
your Mexico, one cannot draw you from 
thence.” <4 You have been in the Indies, 
reſumed ], for Donna Thereſa hath ſhewn 
me a ſerpent, which ſhe fays you killed 
there. It is true, madam, returned he; 
and if it were not time for you to dine, it 
would not probably be unpleaſant for you to 
hear of what I have ſeen there. But) I muſt 
go to Madrid; and if you pleaſe, I will 
bring Donna Thereſa to you there: it is 
there indeed, where I ſhould lay the feene of 
diſcourſe, and where 1 could tell you of 
things which I beliere you would not be un- 
willing to know.“ I éaſſured him; he would 
do me a particular favor to give me ſo ſignal 
& mark of his kindneſs; and that I ſhould be 
greatly delighted to ſee the fair Donna The- 
reſa, and to hear her talk of the Indies, and 
diſcourſe ſo admirably on every thing. He 
took me dy the hand and led me down into 
a hall paved with marble, which was hung 
with pictures inſtead of tapeſtry, and ſet 
6 wo with cuſhions, Clath was laid there 
upon 
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upon a table for the men, but upon à carpet 
on the floor, it was laid for Donna nn 
myſelf, and my daughter, 11197 F 
I was ſurprized at this faſhion, not having 
been ufed to dine in this manner; however, 
J took no notice of it, for I had a mind 
try it, but I was never more uneaſy; my legs 
ached moſt horribly: one while I leaned upon 
my elbow, and then upon my hand. In a 
ward, I could not dine, and yet the good lady 
was nat ſenſible of it, for ſhe thought the 
women in France were uſed to eat upon 4 
floor, as they did in Spain. But Don Fer- 
nand de Toledo, who obſerved me uneaſy; 
roſe from table, with Don Frede rie de Car- 
donna, and both of them told me, that abio- 
lutely I fhould fit with them; L was willing 
enough, provided Donna "Thereſa, would da 
the ſame; but ſhe. darſt not, becauſe there 
were men, upon whom fhe did not ſo much 
as lift up her eyes but by ftealth.- Don Au- 
guſtin bid her come without .ceremony, and 
told her, that they muſt let me know, that 
they were glad to ſee me at their houſe. Bue 
that which was very pleaſant, was, when this 
lady was ſet upon a chair, ſhe was no leſs at 
eaſe than 1 was, when I fat upon the carpet. 
She proteſted, with a pretty ſort” of freedom, 
that 
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that ſhe never before ſat in a chair, and that 
ſhe had never once thought of it. Thus we 


dined very merrily, and there was nothing 


which could be added to the obliging manner 
of my reception in this houſe. I gave to 
Donna Thereſa ſome ribbons, pins, and a fan. 


She was mightily pleaſed, and returned me as 


many thanks, as if the preſent had been of 
value. . Here thanks were not common, for 
one could not obſerve in them any thing that 


was low or covetous. . And to ſpeak truth, 


they have abundance of wit and. ſenſe in this 
country; it cn even in the very ſmalleſt 
trifles, 
ö 
18 two coaches coming towards ua, 
drawn by ſix mules apiece, which galloped a 
great pace, and faſter than the beſt. horſes 
could do. I could hardly have believed that 


_ mules could run ſo faſt. But that which I 


moſt wondered at, was the manner of their 
being harnaſſed. Theſe two coaches and their 
furniture took up almoſt a quarter of a league 
of room. There was one with fix glaſles, 
pretty large, and made like ours, except that 
the upper part is very low, and very incon- 
venient. Within, there was a corniſh or 
wood gilt, but ſo large, that it looked like 

| one 
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one for a chamber. The coach was gilt on 
the out- ſide, which is only allowed to embaſ- 
ſadors and ſtrangers. The curtains were of 
damaſk and cloth ſewed together. The 
coachman rode upon one of the fore mules ; 
they do not ride on the coach-box, although 
there is one; and upon my aſking the reaſon 
of it, Don Frederic de Cardonna told me, 
that he had been aſſured, that this cuſtom 
had been ever ſince the coachman of the Lord 
Duke d'Olivares drove his maſter, who over- 
hearing ſomething of great importance, which 
the Duke told to one of his friends, revealed 
it; the matter having made a great noiſe at 
court, (for it ſeems the Duke accuſed his friend 
of ſome indiſcretion, which nevertheleſs he was 
innocent of) and ever fince, they have been 
ſo cautious, that they make the coachman 
ride upon the firſt mule. Their traces are 
filk, or hempen cords, ſo exceflive long, that 
from one mule to another, there is above three 
ells diſtance; and I-cannot underſtand, but 
that every thing muſt break at the rate they 
run. It is true, that though they run very 
faſt in the country, yet they go very ſoftly in 
the city; and it is a tireſome thing to go ſo 
flowly as if they told their ſteps. And though 
at Madrid, they have but four mules, yet they 

| have 
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| ſpeaking. She now underſtands very little 
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have a poſtilion. My relation was in the firſt. 
of theſe coaches, © with three Spaniſh ladies. 
The gentlemen” and the pages were in the 
other, which was not made after the ſame 
manner, It had boots, as our coaches formerly 
had; they are to let down, and the leather is 
open at the bottom; ſo that when the women 
come out (if they have no mind their feet 
ſhould be feen) the boot is let down to the 
ground to hide their ſhoes. It had glaſſes 
twice as big as my hand, made faſt to each 
end of. the coach, for the conveniency of 
calling to the ſootmen. Nothing more re- 
ſembles our parret-windows than theſe' do; 
The top of the coach is covered with gray 


parragon, and the curtains are of the ſame, 


large and long, hanging without the coach, 
and made to draw round, and are faſtened 
with buttons and loops: this looks very bad; 
and you are — en as 70G 29 were in 
a box. "= 
My relation was dreſſed, half Ben 26d 
half Spaniſh. She ſeemed over-joyed to ſee 
me, and I was no leſs to ſee her. As to her 
perſon, I found her not at all changed; but I 
could not forbear laughing at her manner of 


1 although ſhe continually ſpeaks and 
loves 
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loves it ſo much, that it is impoſſible fur her 
to learn any other language: but ſhe; now 
Kh Italian, Engliſh, and Spaniſh, with her 
own natural language; and this makes ſuch a 
jargon, as is very ſtrange to one, who knew 
her as I did, to have the French language ia 
its purity, and able to read. lectures of it to 
the learned. She cannot endure to be told, 
that ſhe has-forgot it; and indeed ſhe does 
not believe it, having never leſt off ſpeaking 
it; either with ſome of her own women, or 
with ambaſſadors and ſtrangers, who generally 
underſtood-it, Nevertheleſs, ſhe ſpeaks it very 
badly: and if one is not at the fountain - bead, 
it is difficult long to ſpeak a language well, 
which is every day changing, and © OR 
making new progreſſions. zi 
I found the ladies Which were wich hed 
_ exceeding beautiful; and I do aſſure you, that 
there are in this country ſome very handſome 
and amiable. We embraced each other often, 
and weat back to Madrid. Before we came 
there, we paſſed over a ſandy plain, of about 
four leagues, but ſo uneven, that every mo- 


ment we fell into holes big enough to bury 


the coach, and which hindered it from going 


very faſt. This uneven way laſted till we 


came to a little village called Mandes, which 
415 is 


- th. „* 
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is but half a league from Madrid. All the 
country here is dry, and very open; you can 
ſcarcely ſee a tree on any fide you look. The 
City is ſituated in the middle of Spain, which 
is New Caſtille. It is above an age ſince the 
Kings of Spain have choſen to keep their 
court in it, becauſe of the purity of the air, 
and the goodneſs of the water, which really is 
fo good and ſo light, that the Cardinal Infanta 
would drink no other when he was in Flan- 
ders; and he cauſed it to be brought by ſea in 
earthen jars, well ſtopped. The Spaniards 
pretend, that the founder of Madrid was a 
prince named Ogno Bianor, ſon of Tiberino, 
King of the Latins, and of Manto, who had 
a Queen, more famous for the ſcience of 
aſtrology, which ſhe underſtood to a wonder- 
ful degree, than for her birth. It is thought, 


that Madrid muſt be in the heart of Europe, 


becauſe the little village of Pinto, which is not 
above three leagues from it, is called in Latin, 
Punctum; and that is reckoned to be in the 


center of Europe. 


- The firſt thing I obſerved was, that the city 
is not encloſed cither with a wall or ditch ; 
the gates, as one may ſay, are only made faſt 
by a latch; thoſe which I have already ſeen, 


are all broken; there is not ſeen any place of 
defence, 
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defence, neither cafile, nor in a word, any 
thing which might not be ſoroed with throwing 
of oranges and lemons; but yet it might be 
neceſſary to fortify this city: the mountains 
which are round it, are of ſome uſe for its 
defence. I have paſſed through ſome parts of 
them, which are ſo narrow, that one might 
ſhut them up with a good large ſtone, and 
with an hundred men oppoſe the paſſage of a 
Whole army. The ſtreets are long and even, 
and of a good largeneſs, but there is no place 
worſe paved; let one go as ſoftly as poſſible, 
yet one is almoſt jumbled and ſhaken to pieces; 
there are more ditches and dirty places than in 
any city in the world; the horſes go up to the 
bellies, and the coaches up to the middle, fo 
that it daſhes all upon you, and your cloaths 
are ſpoiled. unleſs you either pull up the glaſſes, 
or draw the curtains which I have ſpoken of : 
very often the water comes into the coaches at 
the bottom of the boots, which are open. 
The houſes have rarely any great. gates 
to them, thoſe which have are without 
courts, , The doors indeed are pretty large; 
and as for the houſes, they are very handſome, g 
ſpacious, and convenient, though they are 
only built of earth and brick. I think they 
are altogether as dear as at Patis. The firſt 
Vox. I. 9 ſtory 
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ſtory which they raiſe belongs to the King, 
and he can either let or ſell it, unleſs the 
owner of the houſe buy it off, which is almoſt 
conſtantly done, and this is a conſiderable 
revenue to the King. 

There is commonly in every houſe ten or 
twelve rooms on a floor; in ſome twenty and 
more; they have their ſummer and their win- 
ter apartments, and very ofcen, one for au- 
tumn,- and another for ſpring time, So that 
having very large families, they are forced to 
lodge part of them in ſome neighbouring 
houſes, which they hire on purpoſe for them. 

You muſt not wonder, dear coufin, that 
they have ſo many domeſtics: there are two 


reaſons for it. The firſt is, that both for food 


and wages the Spaniards give but two rials' a 
day, which is not above ſix- pence of our money. 
I fay the Spaniards do this, for ſtrangers pay 
after the rate of four rials, which is about 
twelve-pence of our money. Neither do the 
Spaniards give to their gentlemen above fifteen 
crowns a month, with which they muſt wear 


velvet in winter, and taffaty in ſummer : but 


then they live only upon onions, peaſe, and 


ſuch mean ſtuff, and this makes the pages and 


footmen as greedy as dogs, But I ſhould 
_ of the other domeſtics as wen: as the 
pages? 


* 
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pages, for in this matter they are all alike, 
let them have what wages they will; They 
are kept ſo very hungry, that in carrying the 
diſhes to the table, they eat half the victuals 
that is in them; they throw it into their 
mouths ſv burning hot, that you ſhall obſerve 
their teeth all rotten with the practice, I 
adviſed my kinſwoman to get a little ſilver 
ſtew-pan made, and faſtened with a padlock; 
like that belonging to the Archbiſhop of Bur- 
gos, and ſhe did ſo; and now, after the cook 
hath filled it, he looks through a little grate 
to ſee whether the ſoup does well; and thus 
the pages get nothing of it but the: ſteam. 
Before this invention, it happened a- hundred 
times, that when we thought to have taken 
up ſome broth, we found neither that, nor any 
fleſh ; for you muſt know, that if the Spaniards 
are temperate, it is when the expence is their 
own; they are not ſo when they eat at an- 
other's coft. I have ſeen perſons of the high- 
eſt quality eat with us like ſo many wolves, 
they were ſo hungry: they were ſenfible 
enough of it themſelves, and prayed us not 
to wonder at it, for they found the ragoos 
after the French manner ſo excellent, that 
they could not forbear. r D3..6N 
7 O 2 There 
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There are cook's-ſhops almoſt at every cor- 
ner of a ſtreet: they have large kettles ſet 
upon trevets. There people may have ſuch 
ordinary things as beans, garlic, leeks, or a 
little broth, in which they ſteep their bread. 
The gentlemen and waiting-women go thither 
as other people, for at home they only dreſs 
victuals for the maſter and miſtreſs, and their 
children. They are ſtrangely temperate in 
wine; the women never drink any, and the 
men ſo little, that a quarter of a pint will 
ſerve one a whole day. You cannot affront 
a man worſe, than to call bim a drunkard. 
Here is, indeed, a good deal ſaid to make 
up the firſt reaſon why they keep ſo many 
ſervants. Now follows the ſecond, 

When a great man dies, if he had a l 
ſervants, his ſon keeps all he found in the 
houſe, withoat putting one away : when the 
mother happens to die, either her own daugh- 
ter, or her daughter-in-law, takes into her 
ſervice all the women-ſ{crvants ; and this cuſ- 
tom holds to the fourth generation, for they 
-are never turned away. They are put, as [ 
have told you, into neighbouring houſes, and 
| have their ratio or allowances. They come 


one to their maſter or milſtreſs's houſe, but 
it 
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it is rather to ſhew they are not dead, than to 

do any ſervice. I was to ſee the Dutcheſs of 
Oſſuna, who is a very great lady, and I was 
amazed to fee ſo many chambermaids and 
women, for every room was full of them. 
I aſked her how many ſhe had? She told me, 
«« She had now only three hundred, but that 
very lately ſhe had five hundred more.“ If 
particular perſons have this cuſtom of keeping 
ſo many ſervants, the King muſt needs keep 
abundance more, which, without doubt is very 
chargeable to him, and muſt hurt his affairs - 
I have been told, that in Madrid only, if the 
penſions which he gives are reckoned, he gives 


ratios or allowances to above ten nee a 


perſons. 

As to the King s houſe, the provifion 15 it 
is daily brought in, and it is regulated ac- 
cording to the quality of the perſons. There 
is diſtributed both tame and wild fow], fiſh, 
chocolate, fruit, ice, charcoal, wax-candles, 
oil, bread, and in a word, every * that i is 
1 for life. f 

Ambaſſadors have their certain expences, 
ad] ſo have ſome grandees of Spain. There 
are perſons appointed to ſell at their houſes. 
all thoſe things which I have juſt now men- 
tioned, and that without paying any cuſtom 

" WY or 
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or exciſe: and this ſaves them a great deal of 
money, for the duties upon all ſorts of goods 
and wares are exceſſive high. 

None but ambaſſadors and ſtrangers are 
allowed to have a great many footmen and 
pages to follow them: for by the pragmatic, 
(by which, name they call all their edicts of 
reformation, they are forbidden to have any 
more than two footmen to follow them.) It 
is fomewhat ſtrange, that they who keep four 
or five hundred perſons, may not be allowed 
above three to accompany them, This third, 
you muſt know, is a groom, who goes on foot, 
and keeps near the horſes, to hinder them from 
putting and entangling their legs in their long 
traces, and he does not wear a ſword. as the 
tootmen do: and I muſt needs ſay, that if age 
is a recommendable quality, theſe three men 
have that in a good degree, I have ſeen ſoot- 
men of fifty years of age, and never any under 
thirty. They are very unpleaſant to look at, 
being very tawny, and of a clowniſh aſpect : 
they cut their hair cloſe on the top of their 
heads, only let a round be a little long, but 
very greaſy, and ſeldom combed. The hair 
they cut on the top of their heads, is done in 
the ſhape of a wild boar's head. They wear 
long ſwords, with ſhoulder-belts and cloaks, 

They 
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They are all cloathed either in blue or green, 
and often their green cloth cloaks are lined ' 
with blue velvet cut in flowers; their ſleeves 
are either of velvet, ſattin, or damaſk. One 
would think that theſe ſhould be handſome 
liveries, but yet 1 aſſure you, nothing can be 
uglier; and their ill looks diſparage their 
cloathes. They wear bands, but without any 
collar, which is ridiculous. And when they 
are upon their coaches they have neither gal- 
loons, nor tufted. buttons and loops, e 
ſort, of Jace or trtimming. 

Their gentlemen and their pages — g0 
in à coach that follows; theſe wear black 
cloaths in all ſeaſons. In winter they wear 
velvet, with cloth cloaks very long, but when 
they mourn, they draw upon the ground. 
Although they are pages, they wear no ſwords, 
only moſt of them have a little poniard hid 
under their cloaths. In ſummer they wear 
either damaſk or taffaty, with cloaks of a black 
ſtuff, very light. 

It is only the great lords. and. the rituladas, 
or men of title, Which are permitted to.haye 
four mules, to their coaches; with thoſe long 
traces in the city. If any perſon, without the 
diſtinction of ſome character, let him be as 
rich as he will, ſhould appear in the ſame 

Oz equipage, 
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equipage, he would be affronted and abuſed - 
in the open ſtreet, his 'traces would be cut, 
and himſelf fined very high. Here, it is not 

enough to be rich, a man muſt alfo be of 
ſome quality. The King only, can have ſix 

mules to his own coach, and to thoſe of his 

attendants ; which coaches are not like others, 

and are diftinguiſhed by this, that they are 

covered with green oil-cloth round, as well 

as on the top, juſt as the ſtage-coaches in 

France, except that they are not of wickers; 

but the carved work is very coarſe, and badly 
done, and they have falling boots, but all is 
very ugly; and one would wonder how fo 

great a King can make uſe of them, But 1 

have been told, that theſe faſhioned coaches 

were in uſe in the time of Charles V. that 

his were juſt like them; and that it is in imi- 

tation of ſo great an Emperor, that all the 

Kings which have reigned ſince, will have no 
other. Without doubt there muſt be ſome 
ſuch good reaſon; for notwithſtanding this, 
the King has as fine coaches as any that are in 
the world, ſome made in France, and others 
in Italy, and other parts. The great perſons 
have alſo very ſtately ones; but after the 
King's example, they do not uſe them four 
times in a year. All coaches are kept in large 


courts, 
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courts, in whieh- there are ſeveral partitions 
encloſed. There are, it may be, to the num 
ber of two hundred in one yard, and there 


are ſeveral of theſe yards or courts in divers 


parts of the city. The reaſon why they put 
them abroad is, becauſe they have no room 
for them at home, their houſes being built, as 
J have already faid, without courts or great 
gates, Of late, they begin to alter their 
faſhion, and ufe horſes inſtead of males. 
And to be juſt, their horſes are extreamly beau- 


riful ;"there is nothing wanting to them, and 


it would be difficult for the beſt painters to 
draw any in greater perfection. But it is a 
piece of cruelty to make them draw ſuch huge 


coaches, which are almoſt as heavy as a houſe; 


beſides the ſtreets are ſo badly paved, that 


their feet are quite ſpoiled in two year's time. 
| Fhey coſt very dear, and are not big enough 
for their coaches, But I have ſeen ſome draw 
their pretty little calaſhes, which were all 


painted and gilt, Iike thoſe which are made 


in Holland, and nothing looked more pleaſant ? 


and by their ſwift running, and handfome 


carrying of their heads, you would take them 
you may put ſix horſes to your coach. Their 


harneſs is very neat; and they trim their manes, 


84 which 
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which hang to the ground, with ribbons of. 
divers colors; and ſometimes they dreſs up 
their manes with a great many puffs of filver 
gauze, which makes a very. pretty ſhow. 
The harneſs for their mules, are made of 
leather, flat and broad, with which they cover 
them almoſt all over. 

Two days ago I went with my kinſwoman 
to walk without St, Barnardine's gate, It is 
a. place they frequent in winter. Don An- 
tonio of Toledo, ſon to the Duke of Alva, 
was there, with the Duke of Uzeda, and the 
Count of Altamire, He had a harneſs for his 
horſes of an Iſabella color, which ſo pleaſed 
me, that 1 could not forbear ſpeaking to him 
of it when his coach came near ours. Ac-, 
cording to cuſtom, he told me, that he laid 
them all at my feet; and at night when we 
gat home, I was told, that his gentleman de- 
fired to ſpeak with me. He made me a com- 
pliment, and told me, that his maſter's fix 
horſes were in my ſtable. * My kinſwoman fell 
a laughing, and made anſwer for me, that I 
was ſo lately arrived at Madrid, that I did not 
yet underitand, that one muſt not praiſe any 
thing which belongs to ſo generous a cavel- 
lero, as Don Antonio; but however, it was 
not the faſhion to receive nn of ſo great 

value, 
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value, and defired him to take them back 
again. But this he would not do; we'ſent 
them back immediately; he refuſed them, and 
ſo did we, To be ſhort, the whole evening 
paſſed thus in ſending backwards and forwards. 
At laſt, we were forced to write him a letter, 
and give ourſelves a great deal of trouble to 
perſuade him not to take it 1 that I * 
not accept them. 

J am told, pegs 0 the: King has once 
3 uſe of a horſe, from reſpect to him, no 
perſon will ride on him. It happened, that 
the Duke of Medina de las Torres had bought 
a horſe worth five and twenty thouſand crowns, 
he was the handſomeſt and the fineſt which 
was ever ſeen. He cauſed his picture to be 
taken; King Philip IV. ſaw it, and had a 
mind to ſee the horſe. The Duke begged 
him to accept it of him; but he refuſed him, 
and gave this reaſon, that he ſhould ſeldom 
ride on him, and that no body would make 
uſe of him after he had mounted him, fo that 
the ee and uſefulneſs of the horſe would 
be loſt. | 
Ro uſual kim * Wr families: to ork 
their younger daughters to ladies, by whom 
they are employed for the moſt part to em- 
. in gold and ſilver, or in ſilk of various 


colors 
» 


err es 
colors, about their ſhift-necks or hands: but 
if they are left to follow their own natural 
inclination, they work very little, and talk 
much. They keep alſo both male and female 
_ dwarfs, and they are very ugly ones: the fe- 
males in particular have very frightful looks, 
ſor their heads are bigger than their bodies; 
they always wear their hair looſe about their 
ears, and hanging down to 'the ground : at 
firſt: ſight, you would wonder what theſe little 
figures were when they preſent themſelves be- 
fore your eyes. They wear rich cloaths ; 
they are their miſtreſs's confidants; and for 
this reaſon,” they are denied ming _ have 
a mind to. - 
In every houſe, at . es __ all 
thi women .meet with the miſtreſs of the fa- 
mily, in the chapel, there to repeat their Ro- 
fary aloud; they make uſe of no book to ſay 
their prayers by; indeed it is very ſeldom they 
Frenchman, very handſome, and of great worth, 
and is the King of Spain's general of his horſe 
in Catalonia, told me, that the other day be- 
ing at maſs, and as he was ſaying his prayers 
by his book, an old Spaniſh woman came and 
Matched it from him, and with great indigna- 
es dates it to the ground, ſaying to him, 
« Let 
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Let this alone, and make uſe of your beads.” 
It is a ſtrange thing to conſider how eonti- 
nually fond they are of their beads; every 
woman there has a pair faſtened to her girdle; 
and ſo long, that they almoſt toueh the ground. 
They are perpetually uſing them without 
ceaſing, in the ſtreet, as they play at ombre, 
as they diſcourſe, nay, when they are making 
love, when they are telling lies, or ſpeaking 
evil of their neighbors. They are conti- 
nually muttering over their beads, let them 
be in ever ſo much company, nothing of this 
hinders them ſtil} to keep on their pace. I 
leave you to judge what devotion there can 


be in this; but n has a r e in 


this country. 1 0 

Till of late, women wore farthingales of: Aa 
prodigious bigneſs; this faſhion was very 
troubleſome to themſelves as well as others. 
There were hardly any doors wide enough for 
them to go through: but they have left them 
off now, and only wear them when they ap- 
pear in the King or Queen's preſence. Com- 


monly in the city, they wear a certain ſort of 


veſtment, which, to ſpeak properly, is a yqung 
or little farthingale. They are made of thick 
copper wire in a round form, about the girdle, 
2 are ric bons faſtened to them, with which 
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they tie another round of the ſame form, which 
falls down a little lower, and which is wider; 
and of theſe they have five or ſix rounds which 
reach down to the ground, and bear out their 
petticoats and other garments. They wear a 
vaſt namber of this device; and one would 
hardly believe that ſuch little creatures as the 
Spaniſh women are, could bear ſuch a load. 
Their upper garment is always of a coarſe 
black taffaty, or of a grey plain ſtuff made of 
goat's hair, with a truſs. or fardle coming 
down alittle above the knees, and round the 
upper garments ; and if you aſk them to what 
end this ſerves, they will anſwer you, that 

with this they can make it longer as it wears 


out. The Queen-mother, as well as others, 


uſes this to all her garments. Even the Car- 
melites wear them in France as well as in 
Spain. But as to women, it is rather a cuſtom 
which they follow, than any frugality; for 
they are neither covetous nor good houſewives, 
and of theſe things, they have two or turee 
new ones in a week. Their upper garments 
are ſo long before, and on the ſides, that they 
drag a great deal upon the ground; but be- 


| hind, they do not drag at all. Though they 
wear them down ſo low, yet they will tread 
upon them, that their feet. may not be ſeen, 


which 
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which are the parts they moſt induſtriouſly 
hide. I have heard ſay, that after a lady has 
obliged her gallant by all poſſible civilities and 
compliance, to confirm to him her kindneſs, 
ſhe will ſhew him her foot; and this they 
call the higheſt favor; one muſt needs own, 
that in its kind, there is nothing - prettier. 
As I have already told you, their feet are fo 
ſmall, that their ſhoes look like thoſe of our 
babies. They are made of black Spaniſh 
leather, cut upon colored taffaty, without 
heels, and as ftrait as a glove. When they 
walk, you would think they flew; we ſhould 
not in a hundred years learn their manner of 
walking; they keep their elbows cloſe to their 
ſides, and walk without raiſing their feet, juſt 
as one ſlides, But to return to their habit : 
under this plain upper garment, they have a 
dozen more, one finer than anather, of rich 
ſtuffs, and trimmed with galloons, and lace 
of gold and filver, to the girdle. That I have 
told you a dozen, pray do not think that I 
exceed the truth : during the exceſſive heats of 
the ſummer, they only wear ſeven or eight, of 
which ſome are of velvet, and others of thick 
ſattin. They wear at all times a white gar- 
ment under all che reft, which they call Sa- 
bengua; it is made either of the fine Engliſh 

* lace, 


c 8 Ho wo Ip 3 
—— K * Wr r e nr ** n " . CO — 
r eee 8 7 * : Mt . ES U F w g - . — 0 * 4 _—_— * 
a ö —B· HA —ä.³. bv © * 
by 


— _ — K 2 r dT R 9 
eee e eee 4A e ESE = eee * 5 


304 Nr. 
lace, or of muſlin, embroidered with gold, 
and ſo wide, that they are four ells in com- 
paſs. - I have ſeen ſome of theſe worth five or 
ſix hundred crowns. At home they wear 
neither the little farthingale nor pattens, theſe 
laſt are a fort of little ſandal, made of brocado 
or velvet, ſet upon plates of gold, which raiſe 
chem half a foot, and when they have theſe, 
they walk very badly, and are apt to. fall. 
They uſe but very little whalebone in their 
ſtays, the middle of which are a third part of 
an ell. Oue can hardly ſee in other countries 
women ſo leader. They ſhape their bodies 
before very high, but behind, you may ſee 
them to the middle of the back, they are ſo 
naked, and yet this. is no charming fight, for 


they are all very lean, though they would. 


be very ſorry to be fat. And this is a great 
error among them. Beſides, they are very 
ſwarthy ; ſo that this brown ſkin which is 
glewed to their backs, muſt neceſſarily be diſ- 
pleaſing to thoſe who are not uſed to it. 
They put red upon their ſhoulders, which are 
ai! naked, as well as on their cheeks, - Neither 
go they ſtand. in need of white, which is very 
good, but there are few. which know how to- 
uſe it; at firſt fight you can diſcern it. I 
paye ſeen ſome of a very clear complexion that 
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was natural. Moſt of them have very fine 
and exact features; in their looks, and all 
their actions, you may ſee a little deſire of 
being courted, which their humor does not 
diſſemble. It is reckoned beautiful among 
them to have no breifts, and they take care 
very early to hinder them from growing large. 


As ſoon as they begin to appear, they bind 


thin pieces of lead upon them, as cloſe as one 
would ſwaddle a” child. And indeed their 
breaſts are as flat and even as a ſheet of paper, 
except the holes and hollowneſs which their 


Their hands have no defect, they are little, 
white, and well-ſhaped. Their large ſſeeves, 
which they faſten at the bottom of their wriſts, 
ſtiff contribute to make them appear leſs. 
Theſe ſleeves are made of taffity of all colors, 
like thoſe of the Egyptians, with ruffles of 
broad lace. Their ſtays are commonly of 


lors; the fleeves of them are very ſtrait, and 
their ſilk ſleeves appear inſtead of their ſhifts. 
Nevertheleſs, people of quality wear very fine 


is ſcarce and dear; " beſides,” the "Spaniards 
| have that fooliſh vanity to defite it very fine; 

infomuch that they had rather have but one 
1 ſuch 


renn 


ſuch ſhift than half a dozen a little coarſe; 
and either lie in bed till it is waſhed, or elſe 
dreſs themſelves without any, which they 
very frequently do. They uſe this fine linen 
after a bad manner when they waſh it ; for 
the women lay it upon rough ſtones, and ſo 
beat it hard with a ftick, by which means, 
there ſhall be a hundred holes in it immedi. 
ately. There is no difference between the 
beſt and the worſt laundreſs ; all theſe crea- 
tures are very auk ward. 

But to return to the women's clozths 
which I have often left, that I might give 
an account of ſeveral things which occurred 
to me. I muſt tell you, that they wear about 
their necks bone-lace, embroidered over 
with red or green ſilk, or gold or filver. 
They wear girdles | all of medals and 
_ reliques. There are divers. churches which 
have not ſo many; they wear alſo the cord of 
{ome order, either of St, Francis, the Car- 
milites, or ſome other. It is a ſmall, cord, 
made either of black, white, or brown wool, 
is worn on. the outſide. of their ſtays, and 
hangs down before to the edge of their petti- 
coats, They are full of knots, and commonly 
upon every knot there is a diamond ſtone 
faſtened, They make vows to ſome ſaint or 


other 
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other to wear their cords; but if the reaſon 
of theſe vows was enquired into, it would 
not be found very good. 

They have great ſtore of jewels, the fineſt 
that can be ſeen. Neither is it enough to 
have one ſet of jewels, as our ladies in France 
have, but theſe of Spain muſt have eight or ten; 
ſome of diamonds, others of rubies, emeralds, 
pearls, Turkey ſtones; and in ſhort, of all 
ſorts. But the workmen ſet them very bad, 
for the greateſt part of the diamond is hid, 
very little of it is ſeen. I aſked the reaſon of 
it, and they told me, that to them the gold 
looked as well as the ſtones. But I am of 
opinion, that their lapidaries do not under- 
ſtand how to ſet them better. I muſt except 
Verbec, who can do them well if he will take 
the pains, 

The ladies wear at the top of their ſtays a 
broad knot of diamonds, from whence there 
hangs a chain of pearl, or ten or twelve 
knots of diamonds, which they faſten at the 
other end to their ſides. They never wear 
any necklace, but they wear bracelets, rings, 
and pendants ; the latter of which are longer 
than a perſon's hand, and fo heavy, that I 
have wondered how they could carry them 
without tearing. out the hole of their ears; 
| ta 
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to which they add whatever they think pretty. 
I have ſeen ſome have large watches hanging 
there, others padlocs of precious ſtones, and 
even your fine wrought Engliſh keys, and 
little bells. They alſo carry upon their 
ſleeves, their ſhoulders, and all about their 
cloaths, Agnus Dei's, and ſmall images. They 
have their heads ſtuck full of bodkins, ſome 
made of diamonds in the ſhape of a fly, and 
others like butterfties, whoſe colors are diſtin- 
guiſhed by various ſtones : they dreſs their 
heads after ſeveral faſhions, but ſtill. they 
muſt be naked; they part their hair on the 
ſides of the head, and lay it acroſs on their 
foreheads; it ſhines ſo, that without exagge- 
rating, we may fee ourſelves in it. For- 
merly they wore a treſs or lock of hair, the 
worſt made that you can ſee, and this they 
ſpread upon their ſhoulders, leſt their own 
hair ſhouid mix with it, which indeed is very 
fine. They haveuſually five rows of curls, to 
which they faſten knots of ribbons, or elſe 
pearls, and theſe they tie altogether to their 
girdles, and in ſummer when they are at 
home, they wrap them up in a piece of co- 
lored taffety, trimmed with thread bone-lace. 
They never wear any fort of coif, either 
night or day. I have ſeen ſome which have 

bad 
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Had their heads dreſſed up with feathers like 
little children. Theſe feathers are very cu- 
rious, and ſpotted: with, different colors, which 
make -them much more beautiful, I cannot 
imagine, why they do not make ſuch in 
France. | 
The young women, or new married, have 
very rich cloaths, and their upper garments 
are colored and embroidered with gold. J 
went to ſee the Princeſs of Monteleon : ſhe is 
a liitle creature not above thirteen years old, 
and was lately married to her couſin-german, 
Don Nicholas Pignatelli; her mother is 
the daughter of the Dutcheſs of Terra 


Nova, nominated to be Camerera-Major, or 


firſt Maid of Honor to the new Qucen. 


Theſe, that is to ſay, the Dutcheſs of Terra 


Nova, D' Hijar, and Monteleon, with the 


young princeſs of the ſame. name, and ber 
little ſiſters, dwell all together. The Dut- . 


cheſs of Terra Nova may be about threeſcore 
years old; my kinſwoman is one of her inti- 


mate friends, and ſhe received us with ſuch 


civility and kindneſs as is not uſual with her: 
for it is certain, there is not in the world a 


more haughty perſon, her very looks declare 


her to be ſo ; her voice is harſh, ſhe ſpeaks 
little, and would be thought of a kind and 
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good nature; but if what is ſaid be true, ſhe 
is not really ſo: you ſhall hardly meet with 
a greater ſhare of wit, and à more piercing 
judgment than ſhe has ; ſhe diſcourſed to us 
much of the place ſhe was going to take upon 
her in the Queen's houſe. Says ſne, I will 
negle& nothing to make myſelf acceptable to 
her, I will endeavor to diſcover every thing 
that may pleaſe her; I am ſenſible that a 
young princeſs, born in France, muſt be al- 
lowed a greater liberty than an infanta of 
Spain, born at Madrid. So that by me, ſhe 
ſhall not be able to find any difference be- 
twixt this and her own country.” She pre- 
ſented me with a pair of beads of Paulo 


d' Aguila, which is a curious ſort of wood 


that comes from the Indies. Really they are 
ſo long, that when I hold them in my hands 
they reach to the ground. They are trim- 
med with two bunches of ſmall green taffety 


ribbon, each bunch has about three hundred 


ells in it. She gave me alſo ſome pucatos of 
Portugal, which are pots and diſhes made of 
that medicinal earth, and are adorned with 
filligrane work : ſhe alſo preſented me with 
ſeveral other pretty toys. 

You can hardly ſee any thing that looks 


more ſplendid than this houſe of theirs ; they 


make 
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make uſe of the upper apartments, which are 
hung with tapeſtry, all done with raiſed work 
of gold. In one great chamber, which is 
longer than it is broad, you may ſee ſeveral 
glaſs doors that go into cloſets or little cells. 
The firſt of which is the Dutcheſs of Terra 


Nova's hung with grey, a bed of the ſame, 


and every thing elſe very plain. On one fide 
lodges her daughter, the Dutcheſs of Mon- 
teleon, who is a widow, and has her room 
furniſhed like the mother's. Afterwards you 
come to the Princeſs of Monteleon's cham- 
ber, which is not larger than the others, but 
her bed is of gold and green damaſk, lined 
with ſilver brocade, and trimmed with Point 
de Spain. The ſheets were laced about with 
an Engliſh lace of half an ell deep. Over 
againſt it were the chambers of Monteleon 
and Hijar's children, which were furniſhed 
with white damaſk. Next to theſe is the lit- 
tle chamber of the Dutcheſs Aijar, furniſhed 
with crimſon-colored velvet upon a gold 
ground. Their rooms were no otherwiſe di- 
vided than by partitions of a beautiful wood; 
and they told me, that ſix of their women 
lay in their rn upon beds W 
min at night, 

The 
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The ladies were in a great gallery, ſpread 
with a very rich foot-cloth z there were ſet 
round it crimſon-colored velvet cuſhions em- 
broidered with gold, and they are longer than 
they are broad: there were alſo ſeveral great 
cabinets inlaid and adorned with precious 
ſtones, but they are not made in Spain; and 
between them were tables of ſilver, and ad- 
mirable looking- glaſſes, both for their large- 
neſs and rich frames, the worſt of which 
were of ſilver. But that which I thought 
fineſt, were their rates, which is a kind 
of cloſe cabinet, with one great glaſs, and 
filled with all the rarities that can be ima- 
gined, ſuch as ambergreaſe, porcelaine, chriſ- 
tal, Bezoar ſtone, branches of coral, mo- 
ther of pear], filligrane in gold, and a thou- 
ſand other things of value. There I ſaw a 
fiſh, and upon its head there was a little 
tree; it was neither of wood nor of moſs; 
it grew on the top of the fiſh's ſcull, Which 
is very ſmall, This ſeemed to me a great 
curiolity, _ 

We were about threeſcore women in the 
gallery, and not fo much as one man among 
us. They all fat down upon the floor croſs- 


legged. This is an old cuſtom, which they 
have 
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have derived from the Moors, There was 
only one great elbow chair of Spaniſh leather, 
ſtitched with ſilk, and very ugly. I aſked 
for whom it was deſigned ? They told me it 
was for the Prince of Monteleon, who came 
not in till after all the ladies were retired. I 
could not long ſit after this faſhion, and 
therefore I got ſome cuſhions under me, five 
or ſix of which were faſtened together by a 
filver brace full of olive ſtones, that it might 
not break through, When any lady comes 
to viſit, the he or ſhe-dwarf comes to give 
notice, by kneeling down upon one knee, 
upon which all the company riſes, and the 
young Princeſs walks before as far as the door 
to receive the lady who comes to ſee her after 
her marriage. In ſaluting each other they 
do not kiſs, perhaps it is becauſe they will 
not rub off the color from one another's 
faces ; but they ſhake hands with their gloves 
off, and in diſcouſe they ſay thou and thee ; 
and without calling one another either Ma- 
dam, Lady, Highneſs, or Excellency ; they 
only ſay, Donna Maria, Donna Clara, or 
Donna Thereſa, I was willing to know the 


reaſon of this familiar way, and I learned that 


it was to avoid all oceaſion of offence amongſt 
them 3 and that as there Were different Ways 
Vor. I. = of 
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of ſpeaking to diſtinguiſh the great difference 
of quality and degree, and that it was not 
eaſy to obſerve all the rules about them, with- 

out ſometimes giving diſtaſte; therefore to 
prevent it, they have choſen to ſpeak to each 
other without any ceremony at all. I muſt 
alſo add, that the women here do not inter- 
mix, and fo there are always perſons of quality 
together. The wives of the gentlemen of the 
long robe never ſo much as viſit the court ladies, 
and a man of inferior birth never marries with 
a woman of quality: you never ſee thoſe who 
are not gentlemen mix with the nobility, as 
in France; fo that there can be little danger, 
as long as they aſſociate together. If there 
comes in a hundred ladies one after another, 
every one riſes up as often, and they go as if 
in proceſſion, as far as the anti-chamber to 
receive them. I was ſo tired that day, that 
I was in a very ill humor. 

They were all very well dreſſed ; and as 1 
have already told you, they have very rich 
cloaths, and their jewels are extremely fine. 
There were two tables for the game of ombre, 
at which they played very high, and without 
any noiſe. I could not underſtand their cards; 
they are as thin as paper, and painted after a 


quite different ways from ours, One of thoſe 
cards 
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Lards look as if one held a letter; when they 
have a good game in hand, it were eaſy for 2 
cheating gameſter to diſcover ſeveral of their 
cards, if not the whole game. 

While they played, they diſcourſed of news 
of the court and the city : their converſation 
is free and pleaſant, and it muſt be candidly 
confeſſed, that they have a certain quickneſs 
of wit, which. we cannot come up to. They 
are very kind and friendly, they love to praiſe, 
and do it after a genteel way, very ingeni- 
oufly, and with great judgment. I am aſto- 
niſhed to find ſuch ſtrength of memory joined 
with ſo great a degree of wit and underſtand- 
ing. They are compaſſionate, even almoſt to 

a fault. They read and write but little, yet 
by that little which they do read, they im- 
prove much, and that little they write is both 
exact and conciſe. | 

Their features are very regular and deli- 
cate; but their exceſſive leanneſs offends a 
perſon that is not uſed to it. They are of a 
brown complection, and their faces very 
ſmooth. The ſmall-pox muſt needs not do 
them ſo much hurt, as it does in other coun- 
tries, for I have feldom ſeen any marked 
with them, 
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Their hair is as black as jet, and very 
ſhining, notwithſtanding there is cauſe to 
think that they comb long with one and the 
ſame comb, for the other day I ſaw at the 
Marchioneſs of Alconnizas (who is ſiſter to 
the Conſtable of Caſtille, and whoſe firſt huſ- 
band was the Count and Duke of Qlivares) 
her toilet ſpread; and although ſhe is one of 
the neateſt and richeſt ladies, and the toilet 
was laid upon a little ſilver table, yet it was 
only furniſhed with a ſmall piece of callico, 
a looking-glaſs not larger than one's hand, 
two combs, and a little box, and in a ſmall 
china cup ſome white of an egg beat together 
with ſugar-candy. I a of her women 
what ſhe did with this; told me, this 
was to take the dirt off her fade, and to make 
it ſhine. I have ſcen ſome whole faces 
were bright to an aſtoniſhing degree; you 
would think that they were vainiſhed over; 
ard the ſkin is ſo pulled and rubbed, that 1 
am confident it does a great deal of hurt. 
Moſt of the women make themſelves eye- 
. brows, and they have only a little thread of 
hair, which in my mind looks very ugly; 
but that which is yet worle, they comb the 
middle of their forcheads ſo much that they 
| make 
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make their eye-brows meet ; and this with 
them is extremely beautiful, 
But yet there are a great many whole fan- 
cies do not lye this way, I have ſeen ſome 
Spaniſh women more exact to the rules of 
beauty than our French women,  notwith- 
ſtanding their way of dreſſing croſs-ways, and 
the lictle advantage which they give to their 
faces, It may be ſaid, that they are like 
things made out of rule, for they have nei- 
ther hair, nor cornet, nor any ribbon, to 
ſet them off; and yet, there is no country 
can ſhew ſuch eyes as theirs; they are fo 
very ſprightly, and declare ſo much wit, and 
talk to one in a language ſo kind and intelli- 
gible, that if they had no other charms, theſe 
alone would make them- paſs for handſome 
women, and unavoidably ſteal away one's 
affections. Their teeth are very even, and 
would be white enough, if they took a little 
care of them, but they neglect them; and 
beſides, their frequent uſe of ſugar and cho- 
colate does them much hurt. They have all 
a bad cuſtom here, the women as well as the 
men, which is to pick their teeth, let them 
be in what company they will : this they 
reckon as a diverſion, and do it with grave 
looks. They do not ſo much as know what 
e n 1 belongs 
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delongs to have them cleaned by an artiſt, 
there is no ſuch trade there, ani wl en they 
need them to be drawn out, they get the 
ſurgeons to do it, if they can. 

At my firſt coming in to viſit the Princeſs 


of Monteleon, I was ſurprized to ſee ſo many 


young ladies with great ſpectacles on their 
noſes, and faſtened to their ears; but that 
which yet ſeemed ſtrangeſt to me, was, that 
they made no uſe of them where it was neceſ- 
fary: they only diſcourſed while they had 
them on ; I was diſturbed at it, and aſked the 
Marchioneſs de la Roſa (with whom I have 


contracted a dear friendſhip) the reaſon of it. 


She is a pretty ſort of woman, and under- 


 Nands how to live. She has great wit, and 


is a Neapolitan. She fel} a laughing at my 
queſtion, and told me, that it was done to 
make them look grave, that they did not 
wear them for neceſſity, but to draw reſpect. 
Do you ſee that lady, ſays ſhe to me? 
(meaning one that was near us) I do not 
believe, that ſince ſhe was ten years old ſhe 


ever left them off, but when ſhe went to bed. 


In truth, they both eat with them, and in the 
ſtreets and aſſemblies you can never fail of 


meeting abundance of men and women with 


their ſpectacles. Upon this occaſion I muſt 
| needs 
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needs tel] you, continued ſhe, that ſome time- 
ago the Jacobine friars had a ſuit in law of 
high importance; the ſucceſs of which they 
were too much concerned to neglect any means 


of obtaining it. One of the young fathers of 


the convent had ſome kindred of the higheſt 
quality, which upon his account ſolicited very 
hard on their behalf. The prior aſſured him, 
that if through his credit and intereſt they 
ſhould. get .the better of the ſuit, he could 
not aſk any thing but ſhould be granted him 
for an acknowledgment : at length they gained 
their point, and the young father, tranſported 
with joy, immediately ran to tell the news, 
and at the ſame time prepared himſelf to-aſk 
a favor which a long time he had had a great 
deſire to. obtain, But the prior, after having, 
_ embraced. him, with grave looks and tone, 
ſaid to him, Hermane, ponga las ogjalat, which 
is. to ſay, Brother, put on ſpectacles, The 
honor of this permiſſion filled the young, 
monk with a ſtrange joy; he thought himſelf 
and his care too highly recompenſed, and had 
nothing elſe toaſk. The Marquis of Aſtorgas, 
Viceroy of Naples, added ſhe, had his ſtatue 
to the middle cut in marble, upon which he 
was very careful to cauſe his beſt ſpeQacles 
to be put. It is ſo common a thing to wear 
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them, that I have heard there are different 
ſpectacles, according to the different qualities 
and degrees of men and women. Propor- 
tionably as a man's fortune riſes, he increaſes 
in the largeneſs of his ſpectacle-glaſſes and 
wears them higher upon his noſe. The 
Grandees of Spain wear them as broad as 
their hand, which for diſtinction they call 
ocales, They faſten them behind their ears, 
and leave them off as ſeldom as they do their 
collars. Formerly they had the glaſſes of 
them from Venice, but ever ſince the enter- 
prize of the Marquis of Cueva, which was 
called the Triumvirate, becauſe there were 
three perſons who undertook to fire the arſe · 
nal of Venice with burning-glaſſes, and by 
. this means to make the King of Spain maſter 
of that city. The Venetians, to be revenged, 
cauſed a vaſt number. of thoſe -ocales to be 
made, and ſent to their ambaſſador at Ma- 
drid. He preſented ſome of them to the 
whole court, and all that uſed them were 
almoſt blinded with them; for they were 
made of burning- -glaſs, and very artificially 
done, and ſet in certain frames made of com- 
buſtible matter, which with the leaſt rays of 
the fun would put all in a flame. It hap- 


pened upon a council- day, that in the room 
$ . where 
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where they ſat, one of the windows were left 
open, and the ſun ſhining perpendieularly on 
their ſpectacles, all on a ſudden they per- 
.ceived a' dangerous kind of fire contrived 
againſt their eye-brows and hair; it is hardly 


poſſible to imagine 1 a frizht theſe vene- 
rable old men were in.” I could wiſh, ſaĩd 


I to the Marchioneſs, that this ſtory was ere- 


dible, for it is very pleaſant,” < As I did 
not ſee it, replied ſhe, ſmiling, ſo I cannot 
poſitively aſſure you that it is true: but the 


buſineſs of the Jacobine friars which I have 
related to wy I — . the deſt - 


rity.” 
I havs wes obſerved avid en of 
quality in their coaches, ſometimes alone, 
and other times in company, with theſe great 
ſpectacles hung upon their 0 K. W in 
my mindis a ſtrange ſight. as 
This Princeſs gave us a edition her wo- 
men, to the number of eighteen, - brought 
every one of them a large filver baſon full of 


ſweetmeats, wrapped up in a: paper, for that | 
purpoſe, cut and gilt. In one, there was a 
plumb, in another 'a cherry or an apricot, * 
This to 


and ſo in all the reſt accordingly. 
me ſeemed very neat, for by this way, a per- 
in 1 either eat or carry away, without 

é P's ſoiling 


4 
| 
i 
| 


322 n 
ſoiling their fingers or pockets, There were 
ſome ancient ladies, who after they had eat 
of theſe ſweetmeats till they were ready to 
burſt, filled five or fix handkerchiefs full, 
for they bring them on purpoſe ; and though 
they are well obſerved, yet no notice ſeems 
to be taken, but they are ſuffered to. take as 
much and as often. as they pleaſe ; they tie 
theſe handkerchiefs with ſtrings quite round 
their little fardingales : this is like the hook 
which is uſed in a pantry, upon which is 
hung all ſort of fleſh and fowl. Afterwards 
they preſent you with chocolate, every one 
a china cup full, upon a diſh of agate ſet in 
gold, with ſugar in a box of the ſame. 
There was ſome chocolate ordered with ice, 
and ſome hot, and ſome made with milk and 
eggs: you drink it with ſome biſcuit, or elſe 
with ſome thin bread as hard as if it were 
toaſted, which they make ſo on purpoſe. 
There are ſome women which will drink fix 
cups one after another, and this they do, 
very often twice or thrice a day. It is not 
to be wondered that they are fo dry, fince 
nothing can be hotter than this liquor; and 
beſides, they eat every thing very high 
ſeaſoned with pepper and ſpice, that one would 
think it impoſſible they ſhould not be burnt up: 

"Tn. there 
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there were ſeveral alſo, who eat great 
quantities of the medicinal earth. I have 
already told you, that they have a vaſt deſire 
for this earth, which frequently cauſes. in 
them great obſtructions ; their ſtomachs and 
their bellies will be ſwelled with it, and be- 
come as hard as a ſtone, and they themſelves 
as yellow as ſaffron. I had a mind to taſte 
this ragouz which is ſo: much eſteemed be- 
yond its worth, but I declare I had ror 
eat a piece of ſtone. 

If you have a deſire to chile dis 5 
mal treat them with ſuch kind of things 
which they call Barros; and very often their 
eonfeſſors enjoins them to no other pennanceg 
than to forbear one whole day from eating 
thereof. It is ſaid to have a' great many 
properties ; it is good againſt” poiſon,- and 
eures abundance of diſeaſes. I have a large 
cup made of it, whieh holds a piht ; it 

ſpoils wine that is put into it, but it makes 
water excellent, which ſeems as ifi it- boiled 
in it, at leaſt you may obſerve it to work 
and fret, if I may be allowed the expreſſion 3 
and if it is left a little while, the cup will 
be quite empty, the nature of the earth 
makes it ſo full of pores; it has a+ ſtrong 
ſeent. We drank water there, which was 
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were brought in: there came in firſt a little 


Let the moſt holy ſacrament be praiſed;“ 


Tnis is their cuſtom, when light is brought 


very well ordered ; it may be truly ſaid, that 
there is not any place where they drink it 
cooler: they make uſe only of ſnow; and 
are of opinion that it cools much better than 
ice. It is the cuſtom here to drink very 
cold water before they take their chocolate, 
which —_—— thap * 1 be unwhol- 
ſome. 
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ſimple fellow, whoſe hair was white with age, 
governor of the pages: he had a large gold 
chain and a medal about his neck: this was 
a preſent he had at the Prince of Monteleon's 
marriage. He kneeled down upon one knee 
in the middle of the gallery, and aloud, ſaid; 
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to which every one anſwered, “ For ever.“ 


in. Next came in twenty-four pages, fol- 4 
lowing two by two; and in the ſame manner 4 
kneeled upon one knee; every one of them Y 
brought two great flambeauxs, or one branch, 
and when they had placed them upon the 
tables, went out with the ſame ceremony. * 
And then all the ladies made to each other a 3 
low bow, accompanied with a wiſh as when 
they ſneeze, It is fat I ſhould tell you that 

theſe 
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theſe branches are full of lamps, faſtened to 
a ſilver pillar, whoſe foot is very broad; there 
are moſt times eight and twelve pipes to every 
lamp, in which the cotton burns, ſo that this 


gives a very great light. And to inereaſe it 


yet more, they faſten a ſilver plate to it, in 
ſuch manner, that the light reflects upon it. 
You: are not troubled with the ſmoke, and 


the oil they burn is altogether as good as that 


of Provence, which is eat with ſallad. 1 
liked this faſhion very well. When all the 
lights were put in their proper places in the 
gallery, the young Princeſs of Monteleon or- 
dered her women to bring in her wedding- 
cloaths, that I might ſee them; they brought 
thirty-ſix baſkets full, which were as deep and 
as wide as table-baſkets ; they were ſo heavy, 
that there were four women to carry one 
baſket. In them there was, whatever is poſ- 


| ſible to be ſeen that is fine and rich, accord- 


ing to the faſhion of the country ; amongſt 
other things, there were fix of a certain ſort 


of cloſe» coat of gold and filver brocade, 


made like veſts to wear in a morning, with 
buttons, ſome of diamonds, and others of 
emeralds, and of theſe every one had fix 
dozen. The linen and lace were not infe- 
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rior to the reſt, She ſhewed me her jewels 
alſo, which were admirable, but ſo badly. 
ſet, that the largeſt there would. not make 
a better ſhew than a jewel ſet in Paris, 
which might be nnn _ about n 
loujs ders. 
I vill not write to you My . 1 
will always have a ſtock. of news to tell you:; 
which in. this place is pretty long in | pick- 
ing up. Pardon this tedious letter, and the 
little meehod which L have obſerved in it; 
I have written things down juſt as they 
came into my mind, and that is bad enough ;, 
but in your love, dear-couſin,: I am 1 
from all xt . 1 | zd 
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Fear you will take it ill that I have omitted 
writing to you one poſt ;. but dear couſin, 
I was willing to be informed of divers things, 
which I am now: going to relate. 

And firſt, I will ſpeak of the churebes of 
Madrid, which 1 find extreamly beautiful: and 
neat; the women of quality ſeldom. go to 
them, becauſe they have all their chapels in 
their houſes; but there are certain days in the 
year that they never fail to- be at them; of 
which number are all the days in the paſſion- 
week; and there alſo they make their * ſta- 
tions, and ſometimes go to confeſſion. 5 
Our Lady's church of Atocha, that is to ſax, 
our lady of the buſh, is indeed a very fine one. 
It ſtands within a large convent, which.is filled 
with religious women, who ſeldom. or. never 
go out of it, that being one of their rules they 
are obliged to obſerve. They lead an auſtere 
life; and from all parts, people come to pay 


® Go to receive their indulgences,.. 
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their devotion here; and when the Kings of 
Spain have gained any victories or happy ſuc- 
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cels, thither they go to ſing Te Deum. 


There you will fee a virgin holding a young 
Jeſus, which they report to be miraculous. 
She is of a black complexion, and very often 
they dreſs her up like a widow; but upon 
great feſtivals, ſhe is richly cloathed, and ſo 
adorned with jewels, that nothing can be ſeen 
more magnificent. She hath in a particular 
manner the ſun drawn round her head, whoſe 


beams "ſhine admirably. She always has a 


large pair of beads, either in her hand, or 


hung at her girdle. This chapel] is on one 
fide of the body of the church, and in ſuch a 
place, as would be very dark, were it not 
that there is continually burning above an 
hundred great lamps of gold and ſilver. The 
King has his gallery there, whoſe fore- part is 
made up with a lettice window. In all their 
churches they make uſe of haffocks to kneel 
on; and when a perſon of quality, or a ſtrange 


lady comes in, the ſexton ſpreads a large 
carpet before them, upon which he either ſets 


an oratory with cuſhions, or elſe he leads 
them to certain little cloſets; all painted and 
gilt, with glaſs windows round, where one is 


very conveniently placed, There never fails 
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a Sunday that the altar is not illuminated 
with above an hundred thick wax candles. 
It is likewiſe adorned with a prodigious quan- 
tity of plate, and ſo are all the churches in 
Madrid. Here are abundance of fine walks 
made of green turf, and ſet full of flowers, in 
which they place a great many fountains, from 
whence the water falls into baſons, either of 
ſilver, or marble, or poriphyry ſtone. Round 
about them they plant great numbers of 
orange-trees,' as high as a man, and theſe are 
ſet in very fine boxes; and among theſe they 
turn looſe ſeyeral birds, which make a pretty 
ſort of muſic. And this as I have deſcribed 
to you, laſts almoſt all the year; neither are 
their churches ever without orange or jeſſamin 
trees, which perfume chem nen 1 
their incenſe. [314 22605 
In the chapel which theyeal Our Lord's of 
Mindnads, you ſee a virgin, which they tell 
you St. James brought from Jeruſalem, and 
hid in a tower which is in the middle of 
Madrid. The Moors having | beſieged the 
eity, the inhabitants were reduced to ſo great 
a want of proviſions, that they were deli- 
berating to ſurrender, when on a ſùdden they 
found this tower full of corn; they concluded 
ſuch a plentiful and ſeaſonable ſupply could 
alt WM 
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de no leſs than the effect of a miracle. This 


hlled them with joy and new courage, and 
made them fo vigorouſly defend the city, that 
the Moors, fatigued with a long ſiege, were 


forced to retire. Afterwards, they found the 


zmage of the virgin, and in gratitude, they 


buiic a chapel for her, upon the walls of 


which this whole hiſtory is painted in freſco. 
The altar, rails, and all the * are of ſolid 
lver. 

The Minime friars have a teak near this, 
in which is the chapel of Our Lord of Soledad, 
where the Salutation is every night ſaid; this 
is a place of great devotion ; I mean for thoſe 
who are truly devout; for there are a great 


many perſons which make it their rendezyous 


for other purpoſes... 
But St. Ifidore's chapel farpaiics All; in 1 


ty. He is the patron of Madrid, and he was 
but a poor laborer, The walls of the chapel 
are all caſed with marble of divers colors, and 


its pillars are of the ſame, and ſo are ſome 
ſtatues of certain ſaints. This tomb is in the 
middle, and four pillars of poriphyry ſupport 
over it a crown cut in marble, in which are 


natural, that one may ſay, art has outdone 
nature. The cupulo without js adorned with 
the 
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the images of the twelve n which ſtand 
round it. 

I ſaw at St. Sebaſtines, (which at preſent is 
my pariſh) a canopy which the Queen-mother 
cauſed to be made, for the carrying the holy 
facrament to the fick in bad weather: it is 
made of crimſon velvet embroidered with gold; 
it is covered with ſhagreen, and nailed with 
gold nails; it has ſeveral great glaſſes about 
it, and in the middle of its roof, there is raiſed 
a ſort of ſteeple, which is full of little bells of 
gold ; four priefts carry it when'any perſon of 
quality is ſick, and deſires to receive the ſa- 
crament, and all the people at court attend it. 
There are about a thouſand flambeaux of white 
wax to give light, and ſeveral muſical inftru- 
ments play before it. They make ſome ſtay 
at all the great places in their way, to give 
leave to the people to kneel and receive the 
benediction, and to let the muſicians play 
upon their harps and guittars, and ſing to 
them. It is generally in the night-time that 
they carry it with ſo much e and 
reſpec. 
When they are to celebrate a feſtival in 
ſome church, the evening before they ſet up 
a long pole faſtened in the ground; on the 
top of which is a kind of a deep chaffing-diſh, 
which 
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which they fill with chips, mixed with brim- 
{tone and oil: this burns a long time, and 
gives a very great light; they place theſe poles 
in the form of allies, which makes a delightful 
fort of an illumination. ! 

The women who go abroad to maſs, hear 
a dozen of them, but ſhew ſo much diſtraction 
and wandering of thoughts, that one may 
eaſily perceive their minds are employed on 
ſome other thing than their prayers. They 
wear muffs that are above half an ell long; 
they are made of the fineſt martins and ſables 
which can be ſeen, and are worth four or five 
hundred crowns a- piece. They mult ſtretch 
back their arms as far as poſſibly they can, to 
be able only to put the ends of their fingers 
into the entrance of their muffs. I fancy, I 


have already told you that the women are ex- 


tream little, and theſe muffs are very little leſs 
than themſeives. They always wear a fan 
too, and be it in ſummer or winter, they never 
ceaſe fanning themſelves all the time of maſs. 


In the church they all fit upon their legs, and 


are continually taking of ſnuff, and yet never 


ſmut themſelves with it, as it is uſual ; for in 


this, as in all other things, they have very 
neat and dexterous ways of management. 


Every time the Elevation is made, both the 


women 
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women and men give themſelves a ſcore of 
blows with their fiſts upon their breaſts, which 
makes ſuch a noiſe, that the firſt time I heard 
it, I was very much affrighted, and thought 
they were beating one another. 

As to the Cavelleros, (I mean thoſe who 
by profeſſion are gallants, and wear a piece of 
crape about their hats) as ſoon as maſs is 
ended, they march up to the place where the 
holy water is kept, and ranging themſelves 
round it, they preſent ſome of it to all the 
ladies, who alſo come thither, and at the ſame 
time ſay ſomething to them that is kind; to 
which the women make a pertinent anſwer in 
few words; for it muſt ſurely be granted, that 
they ſpeak preciſely what they ſhould, and 
that extempore, without any trouble of ſtudy- 
ing for words. But the Pope's nuncio, has 
upon. pain of excommunication, forbid the 
men to preſent the women with any holy 
water. And it is ſaid, that this prohibition 

was obtained at the intreaty of ſome jealous 
| huſbands. However it be, it is obſerved, and 
they ſay, the prohibicion even forbids the men 
to give each other any holy water. 

Let the Spaniſh women be of what dealt 
they will, they neither have cuſhions in the 
church, nor any kind of train held up. For 
N | f Our 
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Hur parts, as ſoon as we appear there in our 
French cloaths, every body gets round about 
us; but the moſt troubleſome of all, are the 
big- bellied women, who are more inquiſitive 
than the others, and for whom they have here 
the greateſt reſpe& and complaiſance ; for it is 
pretended, that if they long for any thing, 
and not have it, they receive ſo much hurt, 
that they immediately miſcarry; ſo that they 
have a liberty to pull off one's gloves, and to 
tug, hale, and examine every body as they 
pleaſe. et | 

At firſt, I could not take ſuch kind of 
jeſting, and talked to them ſo roughly, that 
ſome of them went away weeping, and durſt 
not return, But there were others who 
were not fo eaſily put out of countenance ; 
they would ſee my ſhoes, my garters, and 
what I had in my pocket; my kinſwoman 
ſeeing I would not peranit them, told me, that 
if the people once took notice of . me, they 
would certainly ſtone us, and bid me let them 
have their humor. My women and chamber- 
maids were worſe tormented than I; and I 
am aſhamed to tell you how far the curioſity 
of theſe big-bellied women proceeded. 
I was told that there was a young man at 
court, who was deſperately in love with a very 
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| fine woman, whoſe huſband continually kept 


her under his eyes; ſo that finding no other 


way to ſpeak to her, he diſguiſed himſelf like 


a woman big with child, and fo went to her 
houſe; he addreſſed himfelf to the jealous 
huſband, and told him, he had the lantajo. 
(which is the word for longing) to diſcourſe 
with his wife in private. The huſband de- 
ceived by his appearance, made no queſtion 
but that this was a young big - bellied woman, 
and immediately conſented that his wife ſhould 


make this perſon my with a long and yn” 


ſant audience. 

When any of theſe women long to ſee the 
King, they give him notice of it, and he has 
the goodneſs to come into a great balcony, 
which looks into the palace court, and there 
he tatries as long as they deſire. 

Not long ſince a Spaniſh woman juſt come 


from Naples, fent to beg the King that ſhe 


might ſee him; and when ſhe had fooked upon 
him as long as ſhe had a mind, in a tranſport 
of zeal, with hands lif.ed up, ſhe ſaid to him, 
] beſeech God, Sir, that of his mercy, he 
would one day make you Viceroy of Naples.” 
It is ſaid, that this paſſage was "ated before 
the King, to inform us that the magnificence 
of the then Viceroy, who was not beloved, 


brennen 


far exceeded his. Very frequently there 
comes into my relation's houſe, women that 
are perfect ſtrangers, to whom nevertheleſs 
ſhe is very kind and civil, becauſe they ate 
big with child, and ſuch we muſt not vex. 

Thanks to heaven, Lent is over, and 
though I only obſerved the Paſſion- week, yet 
that was more tedious to me, than a whole 
Lent kept at Paris, for there is no butter 

here; that little Which you meet with, is 
brought about thirty leagues off, wrapped up 
like ſauſages in hogs bladders. It is full of 
worms, and very dear. 'But the oil makes 
amends, for it is very excellent; only you 
know every body does not love it, and I am 
one of thoſe who cannot eat it without be- 
ing very ſick. 

That which. makes it yet wool: here, is, 
that fiſh is very ſcarce; it is impoſſible to 
have any ſweet which is caught in the ſea, 
for that is diſtant from Madrid about eighty 
leagues. Sometimes there is a ſalmon brought, 
of which they make pies, which being ſca- 
ſoned with ſpice and ſaffron, is catable. There 
is very little freſh-water fiſh, and yet for all 
this, they do not ſuffer much inconvenience, 
for indeed, there is hardly any body keeps 
Lent, neither maſter nor ſervant, becauſe of 
the 
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the great want of proviſions. They take a 
licenſe from the Pope's nuncio, which coſts 
about a ſhilling, and which gives them leave 
to eat butter and cheeſe all Lent, and the 
head, feet, and inwards of fowls, &c. every 
Saturday throughout the year. And it ſeems 
to me pretty odd, that on this day they ſhould 
eat the feet, head, and inwards, and yet dare 
not eat of any other part of the ſame crea- 
ture. 1 
The ſhambles are as open in Lent, as they 
are in the Carnaval. Their way of ſelling 
meat is very troubleſome ; it is cloſe ſhut up 
in the butcher's ſhop; one ſpeaks to him 
through a little window, and deſires to buy 
of him half a calf, or the like; he neither 
vouchſafes to anſwer you, nor to ſhew you 
the leaſt bit of meat; at laſt, you are content 
with a loin of veal; but he makes you pay 
your money down before-hand, and then 
through his little window he gives you a leg 
of mutton; you return it, and tell him, this 
is not what you aſked for; he takes it again, 
and inſtead thereof, he gives you a ſhort rib 
of beef; then you make a noiſe for your loin, 
but he concerns himſelf no farther than to 
throw you your money, and ſhut the window 
upon you. This vexes one, and you go to 
Vol, I. be ES another, 
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another, and he treats you after the ſame 
manner, if not worſe; ſo that it is beſt, to 
tell them how much meat you would have, 
and leave the reſt to them. This fleſh is bad 
for the ſtomach, it is ſo lean, dry, and black; 
but as bad as it is, there is leſs required of it 
than of ours in France, to make a good ſoup. 
Every thing here nouriſhes ſo extreamly, that 
an egg does one more good than a pigeon 
elſewhere; and this I take to be an effect of 
the climate. 

As to their wine, it does not pleaſe mez 
this 1s not the country where the excellent 
Spaniſh wine is drank, that comes from An- 
daluſia and the Canary-Iflands, which muſt 
paſs the ſea too, to gain that ſtrength and 
pleaſantneſs which we find in it. At Madrid 
the wine is ſtrong enough, if not too ſtrong, 
but it wants that delicious taſte. Add to this, 
that they keep it in bags made of buck-ſkin, 
and fitted up for that purpoſe, ſo that it always 
ſmells and taſtes either of pitch, or as if it 


was burnt, I now begin not to wonder that 


men are ſo temperate with ſuch liquor. They 
will ſell as little a quantity of it as you will, 
even to the value of a French double : but 
that which is ſo retailed out to the poor peo- 


ple, is yet made worſe than it would be, by 
| their 
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their letting it ſtand all day in an open earthen 
baſon, out of which they ſell to thoſe who 
have a mind. It grows ſour, and ſmells fo 
ſtrong, that it makes one's head ach in paſſing 
by. Y 
Lent makes no alteration in their pleaſures z 
indeed they are fo moderate, or at leaſt thoſe 
they uſe make ſo little noiſe, t that ret enjoy 
them at all times. 

No body fails of going to their ſtation in 
Paſſion- week, but particularly from Wedneſ- 
day to Friday. In theſe three days, there is 
acted very different things, by real penitents, 
lovers, and hypocrites. There are divers 
women, who under pretence of devotion, con- 
ſtantly go to certain churches, where for a 
year before, they are aſſured to meet him they 
love; and though they are attended with 
ſeveral of their women, which they call 
duennas, yet as the crowds are great, and love 
makes them ingenious, ſo they make a ſhift, 
notwithſtanding all the argus's, to flip on one 
fide into a little adjoining houſe, which by a 
private ſign they know, and is hired for that 
purpoſe, and without the help of any body, 
but at that very moment of time, When they 
have done, they return to the ſame church, 
where they find their women buſy in ſearching 
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for them; they fall a chiding them for their 
careleſſneſs in loſing them; and thus the 
huſband, who for a whole year hath induſ- 
triouſly watched his dear wife, loſes her at 
that very ſeaſon when ſhe is obliged to be the 
moſt faithful to him. The great conſtraint | 
they live under, put violent deſires in them to 
enjoy ſome freedom; and their very amorous 
nature makes them witty to find out means to 
bring about their deſigns. 

It is an unpleaſant thing to ſee the diſci- 
plinarians: the firſt time I met one of them, 
I thought I ſhould have ſwooned away : the 


unexpectedneſs of ſuch a terrible ſight ſeized 


me ; fancy a man coming 1o near you, that 
he will cover you all over with his blood; 
this, it ſeems, is one of their paſtimes: there 
are certain rules by which they diſcipline 
themſelves handſomely, and maſters to teach 
the art, juſt as to dance and to fence, They 
have a ſort of a gown made of their baptiſt 
cloth, very fine, which comes down to their 
ſhoes ; it is laid in ſmall plaits, and ſo prodi- 
giouſly wide, that it contains at leaſt fifty ells 
of cloth. They wear upon their heads a cap 
three times higher than a ſugar-loaf, and of 


the ſame ſhape: it is covered with Holland, 


and from it falls a great piece of cloth, which 
| hides 
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hides all their face, and the forepart of the 
body; there is two little holes in it to ſee 
through. On the back of their waiſtcoats, 
they have three great holes upon their ſhoul- 
ders; they wear white gloves and ſhots, and 
abundance of ribbon which tie their waiſtcoat 
2 fleeves, but hanging down, and not in knots. 
3 They alſo tie one to their whip; it is com- 
3 monly their miſtreſs which honours them with 
this favour : and to be admired, they muſt 
not lift up their arms, only the wriſt and the 
hand, and the blows muſt not follow haſtily, 
nor the. blood which runs out ſpoil their 
cloaths. They give themſelves moſt terrible 
cuts and flaſhes upon their ſhoulders, from 
whence runs ſtreams of blood. They walk fo 
ſoftly in the ſtreets as if they counted their 
ſteps; they preſent themſelves before their 
miſtreſs's window, and there with wonderful 
patience laſh themſelves. The lady, through 
the lettice of her chamber ſees this fine fight, 
and by ſome ſign encourages her gallant to 
flea himſelf alive, and lets him know how 
very kindly ſhe takes this action of his: 
When they meet a handſome woman, they 
whip themſelves after ſuch a rate, as to make 
3 the blood fly about her: this is eſteemed a 
= particular civility, and the lady acknowledges, 
1 | A 0 
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and thanks them for it. When once they 
have begun to give themſelves this diſcipline, 
the preſervation of their health obliges them 
afterwards to uſe it every year, otherwiſe they 
would be fick. They have alſo little needles 
ſtuck in ſponges, with which they prick their 
ſhoulders and their fides ſo eagerly, as if it 
did not hurt them, But I will tell you ſome- 
thing yet ſtranger, Several courtiers often 
take this walk in the night: but they are 
- commonly the young fools, and they give 
notice to all their friends of their deſign, who 
immediately come to them very well armed. 
The Marquis de Villa Hermoſa was one of 
them this year, and the Duke de Vejar was 
the other. This Duke went out of his houſe 
about nine o'clock at night, he had a hundred 
flambeaux of white wax carried before him, 
two by two. Threeſcore of his friends went 
before, and a hundred followed after him, and 
every one had his page and footman; and it 
was a very long proceſſion, It is known 
when men of this quality are to walk; fo that 
all the ladies are in their windows, and hang 
out their carpets in their balconies ; and that 
they may the better ſee and be ſeen, they have 
flambeaux faſtened to the ſides. The knight 
of diſcipline with his guard, paſſes along, and 
ſalutes 
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falutes the ſpectators. But that which often 
cauſes a great deal of miſchief, is, when the 


other diſciplinarian, who ſtands upon his 


honor and reputation, marches with his great 


company in the ſame ſtreet. This happened 


to theſe perfons I have now mentioned. Each 
of them would have the upper hand, and 
neither would yield it. The footmen with 
their flambeaux began to lay one another over 
the faces, and burn their whiſkers and hair ; 
the friends of each party drew their ſwords 


againſt one another, Our two heroes, who 


were only armed with this inſtrument of 
penance, ſearch for each other, and being 
met, begin a moſt terrible battle. After they 
had uſed a little diſcipline about one another's 


ears, and covered the ground with the ends 


of their whip-cords, they fall to downgight 
fiſty-cuffs like any porters : though after all, 
there is but little matter to laugh at in this 
piece of mummery, for they beat one another 
unmercifylly; they wound, and often kill ; 
and here old enmities revive and are revenged. 
But at laſt, the Duke de Vejar yielded to the 
Marquis de Villa Hermoſa ; they gathered up 


their broken whips, and mended them as well 


as they could: the great cap, which was 
thrown into the canal, was wiped * put 
| Ws: upon 
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upon the penitent's head again; the wounded 
were carried home, and the proceſſion began 
again, and they walked more gravely than 
ever, through a great part of the city. 

The Duke had a great mind the next 
morning to be revenged; but the King com- 
manded both him and the Marquis not to ſtir 


out of their houſes. But to come to what 


they do upon theſe occaſions: you muſt know, 
that after theſe ſervants of God are returned 
home, there is a magnificent ſupper prepared 
of all forts of meats; and obſerve, that this 
is on the laſt day of paſſion- week. But after 
ſo good a work, they think they may do a 
little evil. Immediately the penitent cauſes 
his ſhou!ders to be a long time rubbed with 
ſponges dipped in vinegar and ſalt, left there 
ſhould remain any bruiſed blood. After that, 
he ſets himſelf at the table with his friends, 
and receives from them the elogies and ap- 
plauſes which he believes he has merited. 
Every one in his turn, tells him, that in the 


memory of man, none was ever ſeen to receive 
the diſcipline with ſo good a grace. They 
magnify all his actions, but above all, the 
happineſs of that lady for whoſe ſake all this 
bravery was performed. The whole night is 
ſpent in ſuch kind of diſcourſe, and ſometimes 

he 
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he that has been ſo well flogged, is fo ſick, 
that he cannot go to maſs on Eaſter-day. 
Do not think that I uſe any art to ſet out 
the hiſtory of this matter to make you merry, 
it is all literally true, and I tell you nothing 
which you may not be ſatisfied in, from every 
body that has been at Madrid. 

But there are alſo true penitents, which in- 
deed troubles one extreamly to look on them; 
they are dreſſed juſt as thoſe who give them- 
felves the diſcipline, except that they are 
naked from the ſhoulders to the middle, and 
with a kiad of a narrow matt, are ſwaddled 
and bound ſo hard, that all the fleſh which 
appears is black and blue; their arms ſtretched 
out, are wrapped: about with the ſame matt. 
They carry to the number of ſeven ſwords 
ſticking in their backs and arms, which hurt 
them grievoufly when they ſtir too much, or 

happen to fall, which they often do; for they 
going bare-footed, and the ſtones in the ſtreets 
being ſharp, and cutting their feet, they can- 
not poſſibly always keep themſelves up. There 
are others, who inſtead of theſe ſwords carry 
croſſes ſo very heavy, that they are even borne 
down with them, neither would I. have you 
think that theſe are of the ordinary people, 
ons of them are of the higheſt quality. 
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They are forced to have ſeveral of their ſer- 
vants to accompany them, but they are diſ- 
guiſed, and their faces covered, leſt they 
ſhould be known. Theſe carry wine, vine- 
gar, and other things, to give their maſters 


from time to time, who very frequently drop 


down dead with the extream pain and toil 
they endure. Generally theſe penances aro 
enjoined by their confeſlors, and they are ſo 
very ſevere, that he who undergoes them 
ſeldom out-lives the year. The Pope's nun- 
cio told me that he had forbid all conſeſſors 
to impoſe them; yet I have ſeen divers, 
though probably it proceeded from their own 
devotion. | 

From the beginning of Paſſion-week to 
Low-Sunday, one cannot ſtir out of doors 
without ſeeing an infinite number of penitents 
of all ſorts; and on Good-Friday they all 
come to the proceſſion, which is but one 
general one for al! city, and is compuſed. 
cf all the pariſhes and convents, Upon this 
day, the ladies are wore ſinely dreſſed than on 
their wedding-days ; they place themſelves in 
their balconies, which are ſet out with rich 
carpets and cuſhions. Sometimes there is 
above an hundred women together. 'The 
proceſſion begins about four o'clock, and is 


not 
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not ended till paſt eight; for I cannot expreſs 
to you the numberleſs. number of people 1 
have ſeen, counting from the King Don John, 
the cardinals, ambaſſadors, the grandees, and 
the courtezans, to all ſorts of people, both of 
the court and city. Every one holds a wax- 
candle in bis hand, and: all their ſervants, 
which are numerous,. carry torches and flam- 
beaux. In the proceſſion, all their banners 
and crofies are covered with crape, and there 
is a great number of drums covered with the 
ſame, and they beat, as at the death of a 
general. The trumpets: ſound. ſome melan- 
choly tune. The King's guards, which are 
four companies of different nations, to wit, 
Burgundians, Spaniards, Germans, and L'An» 
cillians, have their arms covered with mourn- 
ing, and drag them upon the ground. There 
are certain machines ſet upon theatres, which 
repreſent the myſteries of the life and death of 
our Lord; the figures are as big as life, but 
very badly made and. dreſſed: there are ſome 
ſo heavy, that a hundred men can but lift 
them; of which there is a vaſt number, for 
every pariſh has ſome. I obſerved that of the 
bleſſed virgin flying into Egypt; ſhe was upon 
an aſs which had good furniture; the houſing 
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was all over embroidered with fine pearls, the 
figure was very great and heavy. 

Here they are afraid leſt ſometimes the 
people ſhould fail in their devotion at Eaſter, 
and therefore for that reaſon, each pariſh- 


prieſt goes to every houſe, and enquires of the 


maſter, how many communicants he has ? 
being informed, he notes the number in his 
book: to every one that has received the 
communion, they give a printed certificate. 


After Low-Sunday they viſit all the houſes 


again, and demand to ſee the certificates, 
which they ought to have according to the 
firſt account taken of them; and if they can 
ſhew none, there is a ſtrict enquiry made 
after him or her who has not communicated. 
At this time, the poor who are fick hang out 


a carpet at their door, and the ſacrament is 


brought to them in a very fine and devout 
proceſhon. it's 
Since my being at Madrid, I have ſeen 


very few ſtately funerals, except one for the 


Duke of Medina Celi's daughter. Her coffin 
was made of fine Indian wood, pur into a 
blue velvet bag, and croſſed with ſilver mo- 
hair, alſo cords of filver thread, the ſtrings 
were of the ſame, and faſtened the bag at 
each end, like a ſtuff cloak-bag. The cof- 
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fin was in a hearſe covered with white velvet, 
ſet round with garlands and coronets curiouſly 
made of flowers. And thus-they carried hey 
to Medina Celi, the capital city of the _— 
of that name. 

They commonly 40 up the dead in the 


habit of ſome religious order, and carry them 


quite barefaced into the church where they 
If it is a woman they put 
on her the habit of the Carmelites. This or- 
der is in great veneration here; the princeſſes 
of the blood retire to their convent. The 
queens themſelves, when they are widows, 
are obliged to ſpend the reſt of their life there, 
unleſs the king otherwiſe appointed before his 


death, as Philip IV. did in favor of Queen 


Mary Ann of Auſtria his wife, And in 
caſe à queen is divorced, ſhe muſt go into 
a religious houſe; for whether divorced or a 
widow, ſhe has not the liberty to marry 
again, 
The * of Spain preſume ſo much 
above other kings, that they will not endure 
a princeſs who has once been their wife, 
ſhould ever be ſo to another, let her have 
the greateſt paſſion for it in the world. 

Don John hath a natural daughter, a pro- 
felſed Carmelite at Madrid, She is amazingly 
handſome, 


e * © Wh 


handſome, and it is ſaid ſhe had no inclina- 
tion to take the habit; but it was her fate, 
as it is of divers others of her quality, who 
like it no more than ſhe. 

They call them. the Deſcalcas Nuala, which 
is to. ſay, The Royal bare-feet. This reaches. 
even to the King's miſtreſſes, whether they. 
be unmarried or widows, when. he can love 
them no longer, they muſt turn nuns: 

I. haye ſeen ſome of the works of 85 
Thereſa, wrote with her own hand; the 
character is legible, large; and indifferently. 
fair. Donna Beatrix Carillo,. who is her: 
kinſwoman's.niece,. keeps-them very. choicely.. 
It was ſhe that ſhewed them to me. They 
conſiſt of a. collection of letters; I do not. 
believe they were ever printed; there is a 
great deal of perfection in them; and through 
out may be diſcovered a certain air of chear- 
fulneſs and ſweetneſs of nature, which ſuffi- 
ciently. declares the character of that great: 
All the time of: Lent, and even at other 
times, you meet with preachers.at every cor- 
rently contrived, and do as little good ; but 
however, preaching. as they do, they both 
ſatisfy their zeal and delice, Their moſt: 

conſtant 
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conſtant auditors are the blind folks, which. 
reſemble our ſingers upon Pont-Neuf, Every. 
one of them being led by a little dog, which: 
does his buſineſs very well, they go about ſing- 
ing of romances and cacara, which are certain. 
old ſtori:s, or modern events, which the people 
are very fond of knowing. They have a 
ſmall drum and a flute, on which they play. 
They often ſing a ſong of King Francis L 


it begins, e 2 "4 


6 When the King left France, 
To his ſorrow he left it, &c. 


Now I doubt you know it, dear couſin, 
for who does not? This ſong is ſung in very 
bad French, and by folks that do not un- - 
derſtand one word of it; all that they know 
is, that the King was taken by the Spaniards ; 
and as this prince's captivity was. much for 
their glory, ſo they are willing to convey 
the memory of it down to poſterity. There 
is a flower-de-luce all gilt upon the roof of - 
the chamber where the King was prifoner ; 
and I muſt not omit telling you, that the 
| priſon is one of the fineſt buildings in Madrid; 
the windows are as large as thoſe of other 
houſes, There are indeed iron bara, but 
| they 
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they are all gilt, and ſet at a diſtance great 
enough, to make any one think they were 
not deſigned to hinder eſcapes. I ſtood aſto- 
niſhed at the ſeeming neatneſs of a place, 
which in reality is very unpleaſant, and. I 
thought that in Spain, they had a mind to 
contradict the Freneh proverb, which ſays, 
That there is neither any handſome pri- 
ſon, nor ugly love.“ Pardon this proverb, 
I do not love them ſo well to trouble you 
often with. them. : | 

All the houſhold furniture you ſee here is 
extreamly rich, but not ſo neatly made as 
in France, and they come altogether ſhort of 
us in ſkill. It conſiſts of tapeſtry, cabinets, 
paintings, looking-glafles, and plate. The 
Viceroys of Naples, and the Governors of 
the Low-countries, have had moſt admirable 
tapeſtry ; the Vieeroys of Sicily and Sardinia, 
ſhew moſt excellent embroideries and ſtatues 
and thoſe of the Indies, precious ſtones, and 
veſlels of gold and ſilver. So that ſeveral re- 
turning home from time to time, laden with 
the riches of another kingdom, cannot chooſe 
but to have enriched this city with abundance 
of valuable things. 

They change their furniture FOE times 
a year; their winter beds are of velvet, trim- 

med 
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med with thick galoons of gold; but they 


are ſo low, and the valens ſo deep, that they 


appear as if they were buried in them; and 
when in bed, the border of the valens lying 
almoſt upon the counterpane, they can hardly 
be ſeen. In ſummer they have neither cur- 
tains, nor any thing elſe about the bed, this 


looks very bad. Sometimes they hang co- 


lored gauze to keep off the gnats. 

In winter they have their apartments very 
high, ſometimes in the fourth ſtory, accord- 
ing as the cold increaſes, 'to keep them from 
it. At this time they uſe their ſummer lodg- 


ings, which are low and very commodious. 


All their houſes have a great many rooms on 


a floor; you go through a dozen or fifteen. 


parlors or chambers one after another ; thoſe 
which are the worſt lodged have fix or ſeven; 
the rooms are generally longer than they are 
broad, the floors and cielings are neither 
painted nor gilt; they are made of plaiſter 
quite plain, but ſo white that they dazzle the 
eye, for every year they are ſcraped and 


Whited as the walls, which look like marble, 
they are ſo well poliſhed. The court to their 


ſummer apartments is made of certain matter, 
which after it has had ten pails of water 
thrown upon it, yet is dry in half an hour 

. after, 
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after, and leaves a pleaſant coolneſs ; ſo that 
in the morning they water all, and foon after 
they ſpread mats or carpets, made of very 
fine ruſhes, which cover all the pavement. 
The whole apartments are. hung with the 
ſame ſmall matting, about the depth of an 
ell, to prevent the coldneſs of the walls from 
hurting thoſe which lean againſt them. On 
the top of this matting, are hung pictures, 
looking-glaſles, &c. The cuſhions, which 
are of gold and filver brocade, are placed 
upon the carpet, and the tables and gabinets 
are very fine; and at !'ttle diſtances there are 
filver caſes or boxes of ſilver ſet, filled with 
orange and jeflamine trees. In tbeir windows 
they ſet things made of raw to keep the fun 
out, and in the evening they walk in their 
gardens, There are ſeveral houſes which 


| have very fine ones, where you ſee grottos 


and fountains in abundance, for they have 
great plenty of water here, and it is very 
good. In the number of theſe fine houſes 
they reckon the Duke de Offuna's, that of 
the Admiral of Caſtile's lady, the Counteſs 
of Ognate, and the Conſtable of Caſtile 's 
but 1 do wrong in particularizing them, 
for there is a conſiderable number of 
them. 


For 
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For the reſt, it ſeems to me, that the great 
care they take, prevents the heats, let them 
be ever ſo exceſſive, from being troubleſome 

to them. But I beg you will not think that 

only the great lords have their low apart- 
ments, for I can aſſure you every one elſe 
have them according to their ability; though 
it be only in a little cellar, they live in it 
very contentedly, 

There are but few ordinary BIEN at Ma- 
drid, you ſeldom fee any but perſons of qua- 
lity, if ſeven or eight ſtreets (which are full 
of tradeſmen) are excepted. You fee na 
ſhops in this city, unleſs it be thoſe where 
ſweetmeats, liquors, ice, and paſtry are 
fold. 

I muſt not neglect telling you, that a FRO 
ſand people here have their canopies ; for, 
without reckoning the Princes and the Dukes, 
the Tituled (of which there is a vaſt number) 
have theirs alſo. Theſe Tituled, are thoſe 
they call the Grandees of Spain, the real 
Marquiſes, and the real Counts. If there be 
thirty chambers on a floor in a houſe, you 
ſhall ſee there as many canopies. My kinſ- 
woman has twenty in her houſe : the King 
has made her Marchioneſs of Caſtille. You 
cannot imagine how gravely I look under a 
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canopy, particularly when they bring me 
my chocolate ; for three or four pages clothed 
in black like lawyers, ſerve me upon the 
knee. This is acuſtom I could hardly bring 
myſelf to, for I think this reſpe&t ought to 
be paid to God only. But it is fo common 
here, that if a cobler's apprentice ſhould 
preſent an old ſhoe to his maſter, he muſt do 
it with his knee upon the ground. This 
quality of Titulos gives them' many privi- 
leges, of which I have already told you, and 

particularly that of having a canopy. They 
uſe no ballifters about their beds. | 
I have obſerved to you before, dear couſin, 
that our houſes are not near ſo well furniſhed 
in France, as the perſons of quality are here, 
but chiefly as to veſſels of ſilver, the difference 
is ſo very great, that a perſon which had not 
ſeen it could hardly believe it: they uſe no 
veſſel of tin or pewter, but either filver or 
earthen-ware only, is what they make uſe 
of; and you muſt know their plates here, 
weigh little leſs than our diſhes in France, 
every thing is made fo ſtrangely heavy. 
The Duke of Alburqerque died ſome time 
ago. I have been told, that they were fix 
weeks in weighing his veſſels of gold and ſil- 
yer, and writing them down ; during this 
time 
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time they employed two whole hours every 
day; this was very chargeable. Amongſt 
other things, there were fourteen hundred 
dozen of plates, five hundred great diſhes, 
and ſeven. hundred ſmall ones, and of every 
thing elſe proportionably z there were alſo 
forty filver ladders to ſet things on the cup- 
board, which was made to aſcend by little 
like unto altars in a great hall. When they 
told me of ſuch great wealth of a particular 
man, I thought they jeſted with me, and 
therefore deſired the confirmation of it from 
Don Antonio de Toledo, fon to the Duke 
of Alba, who was in the ſame houſe ; he 
aſſured me it was very true, and that his 
father, who did not efteem himſelf rich in 
veſſels of filver, had three hundred dozen of 
filver plates, and eight hundred diſhes. The 
mighty meals which they make do not require 
ſuch great ſtore, unleſs it be at their mar- 
riages, where every thing is magnificent. But 
that which cauſes ſuch great abundance of 
veſſels, is, that they are brought from the 
_ Indies ready made, and pay no cuſtom to the 
King. The truth is, they are little, better 
ſhaped than their pieces of four piſtoles, 
which they ſtamp in the galleon as wy come 
from that _— 
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meat of ſome great lords ; there are divers 


They will not ſo much as vouchſaſe to en- 
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It would grieve you to ſee the ill manage- 


= 


who will never go to their eſtates, (for ſo 
they call their lands, their towns, and caftles) 
but paſs all their lives at Madrid, and truſt 
all to a ſteward, who makes them believe 
what he judges moſt for his own intereſt. 


quire whether he ſpeaks true or falſe ; this 
would be too exact, and by conſequence be- 
low them. This methinks is one conſiderable 
fault; the ſtrange profuſion of veſſels only 
for an egg and a pigeon, is another, 
But it is not only in theſe things which 
they fail, but it is alſo in the daily expences 
of their houſes ; they know not what it is to 
lay up ftores, or make proviſton of any thing, 
but every day they fetch in what they want, 
and all upon truſt, at the bakers, cooks, 
butchers, and all other trades ; they are even 
ignorant what they fet down in their books, 
and they put down what price they will for 
every thing they ſell, this matter is neither 
examined into nor contradicted. There are 
only fifty horſes in a ftable, without either 
corn or ſtraw, and they periſh with hunger ; 
and when the maſter is in bed, and at any 
time ſhould be taken ill in the night, he 
would 
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would be at a great loſs ; for they let nothing 


remain in his houſe, neither wine nor water, 


charcoal nor wax-candle, and in a word, not 


any thing; for though they do not take in 
proviſions ſo near that none is left, yet the 


ſervants have a cuſtom of carrying the over- 


plus away to their own lodgings, and the 


next day they furniſh themſelves with the 


ſame things again. 


They obſerve no better rules with the tradeſ- 
men; à man or woman of quality had rather 
die than to haggle for, or afk the price of a 
ſtuff or lace, or any other thing, and likewiſe 
to take the remainder of a piece of gold; 
they rather chooſe to give it the tradeſman 
for his pains of having ſold them that com- 
modity for ten piſtoles, which was not worth 


five. Tf there is a reaſonable price made, he 


that ſells to them is ſo honeſt as not to take 
advantage of their cafineſs to give whatever 
is aſked them ; and as they have credit given 
them for ten years together without ever 
thinking of paying, fo at laſt they find them- 
ſelves under 3 difficuſties ' dave their 
debts. 

It is very rare nn in cedioud 
ſuits at law, or ſuffer things to come to extre- 
mity ; «they bring themſclves to account, call 
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their creditors, and make over to them a cer- 
tain part of their land, which for a limited 
time they enjoy; Sometimes they give up 
every thing, and reſerve only a penſion for life, 
which cannot be meddled with by any credi- 
tors who may afterwards ſell or lend any 
thing to them; and to the end they be not 
defrauded of it, they publiſh. the agreement 
between the lord and his creditors. 

All law-paper is marked, and coſts more 
than the other. There is a certain time when 
they make a diſtribution of law-ſuits.; they 
give the inſtructions at Madrid, but there are 
few judged there; all the papers on one fide 
are put into one bag, and thoſe of the other 
into another, and the inſtructions into a 
third; and when the time to diſtribute the 
law-ſuit is come, they ſend them to ſome 
diſtant parliaments, ſo that very often a per- 
ſon has his cauſe tried and judged without 
knowing any thing of it; it is written in a 
regiſter where the cauſe was ſent, which 
is kept very ſecret, When judgment i is given, 
it is ſent back to Madrid, and is ſignified to 
the parties. This method ſaves a great deal 
of trouble and ſolicitations, which in my 
opinion . ought always to be forbidden, As 
to buſineſs here, it is exceſſive tedious, whe- 
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ter it be at court or in the city, and ruins 
a perſon in a little time. The Spaniſh prac- 
titioners are great knaves in their trade. 
There are ſeveral different Councils, all 
compoſed of perſons af quality, and the greateſt 
part are Counſellors. of the Sword, the firſt is 
the Council of State, the others are called the 
Supreme Council of War, the Royal Council 
cil of the Holy Inquiſition, the- Council of 
Orders, the Sacred, Supreme, and Royal 
Council of Arragon, the Royal Council! of 
the Indies, the Council of the Chamber of 
Caſtille, the Council of Italy, the Council of 
the Finances, the Council af the Croiſada, 
the Council of Flanders, the Court for the 
Duty of Horſe, the Court for his Majeſty's 
Woeds, and the Courts of the Million. 
They underſtand ſo little how to manage 
things to the beſt advantage, that when a fa- 
ther dies and leaves ready money, and fome 
children under age, they lock the money 
up in a cheſt, and never put it out to be 
improved. For example, the Duke de Frias, 
whoſe widow is married to the Conſtable of 
Caſtille, left three daughters, and fix hundred 
thouſand crowns in ready money, and put it 
into three cheſts, with the name of each 
Vol, bs | R daughter. 
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daughter. The eldeſt was not ſeven years old; 
the is now married in Flanders to the Prince 
de Ligne. The guardians conſtant]y kept the 
keys of theſe cheſts, and never opened that of 
the eldeſt, but to count it to her huſband : 
think then what a loſs there is of intereſt; 
dut they tell you it would be much worſe, if 
the principal happened to be loſt; and that 
ſometimes when they think they have put it 
ſecurely out, it proves quite otherwiſe: that 
a bankruptcy makes them loſe all; ſo that it 
3s better to/ gain n than to 3 > 

Ir is time to.come to an hy Sins couſin; 
1 ſhall be afraid to tire you with a long letter : 
I beſeech you cauſe all thoſe I ſend you to be 
delivered, and pardon the freedom I take. 
Adieu, I embrace and ny" love you 
with all my heart. ast 
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From Madrid, | 
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